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In ftubmittiiig the feUowing Woik to the 

Britifih public, the Traii&lator deems it uime- 
oesmry to detam the reader by many prelktofy 
renuurks. The subject 13 one of acknowledged 
interest just now; and, therefore, information 
reipeeting it^ which comeB recommended by 
long experience, amidst diverbiiAed opportu- 
BitieB of observatioUp can hardly fiul to be 
acceptable, particularly when, aa in the pre* 
sent instance, those qaaHflcationa are further 
enhanced by considerable talent in the com- 
munication, and as much impartiality as is 
consistent with a just appreciation of what is 
excellent 

Our Reform Bill has opened the door to 

improvements in our social condition, but it 
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comes to us 80 late that, in relation to its im- 
mediate eotuteqiiences on the fortuiies of many, 

it must be cousidered as the seed rather than 
the crop ; the means to an end, not the end 
itself ; and that end even yet so distant that 

they canuot wait fur it. iVccordingly, there is ' 

a restlessness among the middle portions of the 

community; and many eyes, familiar with dis- 
appointment here, are tnmed to distant regions, 
in search of an ehgibie spot to which they may 
transport themseWes and families. To such, 
the United States, from affinity of institutions^ I 
maiiiieis, aud early associatious. Lave necessa- 
rily considerable attractions. 

But there is another respect in which the 
United States is still more interesting to us 
as a people ; and that is in the working of the 
machinery of their government. We are now 
looking at our institutions with a view to i 
their amendment, and we are beiisible of the 
advantages of comparison in the formation 
of a sound judgment. People do not trouble ' 
themselTes, as they used to do^ about the I 
abstract preferableness of this or that form 

\ 
\ 

i 
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of govenuaeat, but they luquire by what meaiM} 
the greatest happiness can be difRised among 
the greateit number of peofde at the least coal. 
Few of them are any longer the dupes of that 
vaunted prosperity in which a nation may be 
called rich and flourishing; while the m^y only 
of indrriduala who eompoee it^ with diflBcnlty 
£uid the means of subsistence* Diffusion, not 
accumulation^ is now regarded as the true test 
of proaperiiy, and a flashed head with paralytic 
extremities is, whether in the body politic or 
the individual, held to be symptomatic of die- 
ease and dissolution. To what extent the in- 
etitations of the United States are deserving 
of mutation is an enquiry too extensive to be at 
present entered into ; but as the country is now 
feeling the evil coasequencea of long-continoed 
profusion in expenditure, we are not likely to 
increase our troubles by keeping their example 
before us, when our civil and pension lists 
come mider discnssion. 

The author's opinions on some of the subjects 
discussed will not meet with universal a^isent, 
but be is entitled to hold and ntter them, and 

b3 
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truth cannot lose hf inveslagsticai; nmwiive r, 

the age m lavourabie to it. Let us glance at 
an iiuitftnoe or two. 
The svbject of Shtmy is disemsad in a 

Note at tiie end of the volume, and an op- 
poaile new pfesented to that of the author, 
whose reasomng thereoa^ however ingenious^ 
wiU be generally thought, in this coontry, to 
give a dangerous prommenoe to that law of the 
strongest whicif casuiati have agreed to oofk^ 
aider unteoable, because destitute of sqppoft 
from moial considerations. Can that reasoning 
be sound to which the weak and dsfsnoeleaa 
cannot assent but to their injury ? 

Religion, according to our author^ isabon^ 
dant in the United States, but not wiUuHit a 
plentiful infauon of secular feelings. It is dif- 
ficult to say how much of the latter oug^ to 
be tolerated in our present state of existence ; 
but, certainly, the Amerioan mode is of all 
modes the least exposed to censure, since the 
expensee of any religion are wholly and volun- 
tarily paid by its members* Let us hope, too, 
that there is more sincerity of devotion than he 
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nnppfmB, and that an miftttracliTe and distaato- 

ful form of speech is uot aecessarily indicative 
of hypocrisy. 

Tbe author describes Mr. Owea'a system at 
wndiagtiiaed attieiim. This aaaeftim moat simly 
have been hazarded on purely negative giouda* 
Mr. Owen, iu his lectuics, does mdeed gene- 
rally confine himself to thd «onoams of tkaa 
wofld, considenag tiiem to come most properly 
willim his sphere of nsefulnes^; bntitaeeoia 
not a necessary inference that he does not 
theiefore MioFe in another. There are nnme- 
ions ex amplea everywhere of <Hie world being on 
tiie lips, and the other in thu tiiouglit. 

Law proceedings in the United States re~ 
semble our own, and with little abatement of 
their cumbronsness and uncertainty ; this» conr 
nected with the comparative cheapness of law 
there, tends to feed a ajHrit of litigation which 
the author acknowledges and good-naturedly 
endeavours to extenuate. 

After so much has been said, by Mrs. Trol- 
lope and others, in disparagement of the man- 
ners of the Americans, there is something hnr 
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mHiftting m the acknowledg^enty which never* 
theless must be aiadc, that tlie Ameiicans, as 
a people^ are free fiom those meanest of all 
idolatries^ so continually obtruded upon us in 
England^ the worship of wealth and title, 
apart from all worthier distmctiona. There is 
a spot or two of the sort in America, but the 
general texture of society is free fiom it* 

It is unnecessary to extend remark farther ; 
the reader is referred to the anther's Dedicatioiiy 
a part of the work which ought not to be 
passed oyer, as it iUostrates his general views, 
and the grounds upon which he entertains . 
them. 



Digitized 



DEDICATORY PREFACE 



TO 

COUNT THIBEAUDAU. 



March IH, 1832* 

My dear iuzvd, 

It was at your suggestion that I began, about six 
years ago, to write the following Letters upon tlic 
United States, and it was to you that the first four 
were addressed : it is therefore with peculiar pro- 
priety that I dedicate the whole to the friend but 
fi>r whom my work would never have seen the light. 
I trust yon wiU receire the last six letters with the 
same indulgence as you did their precursors. An 
interyal of nearly six years has elapsed between 
their composition ; notwithstanding which, the in- 
tention of the work remains equally seasonable, 
that of making known in Europe, and particularly 
in France, the institutions of the United States, and 
the manners of the inhabitants. 

Indeed, this task becomes every day more im- 
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portanty for a forAi of government more or less 
similar to theirs is the point towards which Europe 
is gravitating, oot only since our time, but since 
the reviTal of letters, and tlie first moment in which 
Greek and Roman civilization began to penetrate 
the dark clouds of barbarism. The white race, to 
which you and I belong, is eminently perfectible ; 
that even is its distinction among' other sorts of 
men. This race iiad attaiood^ without foreign as- 
sistance, to a very high degree of civilization (from 
which, even in some respects, we are still very 
distant), when the barbarians of the North, who 
fell upon ft, came to slacken its progress, and throw 
it back in its intellectual career. As a frozen 
liquid added to a quantity already in a state of 
ebullition stops that effect immediately, and is 
warmed itself in the same proportion as the bmling 
liquor with which it is mixed is cooled; in like 
manner the barbarians, at the very time they were 
apparently destroying Roman civilization, were 
profiting" by it, and were themselves gaining in light 
what they made the conquered people lose. The 
march of the human mind,. therefore, did not stop; 
neither did it retrograde, but all its vital forces 
were employed in counteracting the eifects of the 
invadon of the barbarians, and in hamonizing and 
combining the new materials, which had thrown the 
established economy into disorder. 

Centuries were necessary to tiiis labour, but it 
was at last accomplished. The sciences were im* 
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mediately carried back, by the study of their 
books, to the point at which the aocireiits had left 
lihem; and the impioveneiits m have made upon 
them are tooeWdent to meed mom tkaa an allusiofi* 
It was not, however, the same with political 
iaadutioiia. They had been completely under- 
minod lon^ since, and the very traditiooa of liberty 
were lo^L uiidti the feudal slavery. The interest of 
two powerful clasees, ihe nobility and the clergy , 
iwiitiid every attempt <at ameltoraliDn. Barbariaai 
was obliged, however, in the end, to yield to the 
progressive march of light, and to the ardent desire 
far iBlellectiial emancipation which it cfiat«d : it 
was then that gofemniental matter became diTidad. 
The devil's plan was adopted. Mi^ed systems were 
introduced. The payment of kings waa contianed, 
but om condition that they ahould do nothing. 
The barons were even willing to listen to the humble 
representations of ihe Commons* The latter, how- 
erer, became fiom day to day more powerful* and 
we are now arrired at the time in which they are 
every tUing* and the barons nothing but £dssil re- 
maina of peat agea, atill conaidenad aa neceaiary 
paita of those worn-out and antiquated piecat 
of meclianism, called * coustiluLiuiial monarchies* 
by the liberals, and * state goyernmenta * by the kinga 
of the Holy AUianee when they promiaed thnm In 

their subjects. 

All these old mechanisms have beenackoowledged 
defective, and an exceUent worioMUi li nt tUa 
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moment occupied in patching up the oldest, and 
that whick has served as a model for ail the others. 
They are only good at most as govemments of 
transition, to prepare a fiitnre generation for the 
enjoyment of a system unknown to its ancestors. 
But you well know that the best machines are 
always the most simple, and of the latest inven- 
tion. It is to suppress the useless wheel-woik 
that the greatest improTements in mechanism are 
limited* The same thing most take place in the 
moral order. But the co^s of the wlieels must be 
altered, those which are superduous quietly removed^ 
and above all, the whole well greased, to prevent it 
from creaking, and that it may not break all at 
once. This reparation when completed may be 
an improvement ; it is, however, better to build 
after a plan than to replaster an old tenement; 
and the general destruction ejected in the last forty 
years has certainly made us leap far above those 
periods of transition which might have absorbed 
perhaps many generations. 

People desired, and now desire, a rational govern- 
ment. The questions to be asked are. Has it been 
obtained ? Have they not got into the old track ? 
Have they not destroyed one species of tyranny 
only to establish another? Has liberty gained 
by the diange? The happiness of the people 
as a body (for that is really the vital question) 
has it been increased? These questions do not 
apply to the revoliition of 1830 ; for the answer 
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would be too easy, it would be forcing an open 
door; but they regard the first great leap of 89, 
and all the governments which have ruled us 
since that time. 1 am far from denying that a 
great progrem has been made ; but have not the 
people a right, considering the price that has been 
paid for It, to ask whether it ought not to have been 
greater ? People have lost themselves in search of a 
theoretical liberty, while they hare altogether ne- 
glected that practical liberty which is of nmin im- 
portance. The United States alone have obtained 
the latter. 

You will iniQiediately ask. me if I tluuk the con- 
stitution of the United States the best possible, 
and if i think it applicable to France, or any part 
of Europe? This question has been asked me a 
thousand times : I do not answer it, at least at 
present} for it ia not that which is of immediate 
concern. It is not so much the constitutiott and 
laws of the United States that T ddmire and love, 
as the reason why the United States have this con- 
stttntiony and these laws. It is ^ princ^h of the 
government. You ask me if it is the republic? 
Not so ; the republic is but a conset^uence more or 
less necessary of the piiRciple in questmn. 

This principle, from which so much good has 
emanated, and which is destined to go vern the world, 
isiriiat is called in America Self-government/* — 
GoTuvmnrr bt ths piopi.b thim sxitbs. Pro- 
vided liie people govern, i am satibhed. Of little 
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ccmaequence is the form of the macluae and who 
turn the wheeU, provided it be so coBstruoted to 
receive and obey the least breath of public opinion, 
that it be then strong and irresistibie^ but powerless 
to disobey or resist it. 

Hiat is, in my opiaton, the great probleas, 
which has been resolved in ao satisfactory ;i manner 
in America. Do people concern themselves much 
about it in Europe ? Public opinion, it is tnie, was 
once consulted, and consented to give itself a 
master. A second time it pronounced in favour of 
the same man; in a non*official manner, truly, b«t 
not on that account the less energetically. Bat, 
with this exception, when has the nation manifested 
a will ? There have been twenty changes of govern* 
ment during the last forty years, but (without 
speaking ol' iliosc wliich have been imposed by the 
foreigner) they have always been ejected by a mi- 
nority. For even supposing Paris unanimous^ the 
provinces have never been conwilted. 

1 thiuk I know my own affairs best; and more- 
over that, even if I deceive myself, it is my own 
affair, and nobody has a right to thwart me. I 
tlunk I have a right to prevent any one from 
coming to teach me magisterially what is my 
best interest, and force me despotically to submit 
my judgment to tlmt of another. I think, also, 
that the general interest is the result of all the par- 
tiddar interests, and that the government ahooki, in 
like manner, be the result of the individual wilil. 
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But in Europe it is not so. There is too much 
cUtire to gown. Every tbing becomes matter of 
government^ as weU as matter of taxation. What 
does it signify vhetlier it be the republic or the 
Bourbons, who cause me to be watcbed by tbe 
high police^ who open my letters, exercise a censor* 

ship over my newspapers, and require nn> to pro- 
cure a passport when I desire to avail myself of 
my natural right of locomotion ? What have I 
gained by the republic, if it is as tyrannical, as 
dear, as suspicious, as the monarchy i What im- 
ports it whether the nobility be old or new, as Jong 
as there is a nobility ? What interest have I in 
personal changes of the governmeut, wheu my 
voice will have as little influence with the new 
comers as with die previous depositories of power ; 
when I shall remain either deprived of my vote, or 
have it neutralised by other votes bought or inti- 
midated ? It was against all these things I wished 
to see a revolution made. It will be time enough 
afterwards to trouble oneself about and discuss 
calmly the form of the government. That is only 
of secondary importance. 

There was a time, immediately after the revo- 
lutioo of July, that I thought the thing was done. 
Lafayette understands republican institutions, as I 
do, in the American manner. He had proclaiuicd 
their eiListence ; he had announced the commence- 
ment of the best of republics* I thought that all 
political police was going to be destroyed ; that all 
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constraint on the liberty of locomotion was ^ing 
to be inppressed ; that the election of their repre- 
sentatives was henceforth to be given to the people 
themselves, aud not to electors comprising the 
ariitocracy of citizens ; that an electiye senate was 
about to replace a chamber of peers; that the 
initiative of the chambers was to become in future 
the ordinary mode of presenting laws; that the 
right of petition would cease to be a word without 
meaning; that niiiiisleiidl responsibility was to be 
at last established, as well as that of all inferior 
persons in office ; that all accumulation of places 
would be strictly interdicted ; that trade would be 
rendered free by the abolition of monopolies and 
restrictions, which arrest it at every step in passing 
from one commune to another; that a system of 
duties would be adopted, which should protect 
industry without forcing it into unnatural channels; 
that a budget would be presented defining all the 
expenditure in a specific niaaner ; that sinecures 
would be abolished, and useless expenses suppressed; 
that the discussions of political matters in the tri- 
bunals would cease to be subjected to influence ; 
that grand juries (Jurys d' accusation) would be 
established ; that every accused person would be 
admitted to bail, except in capital cases; that 
means analogous to writs of habeas corpus, man- 
damuSy and quo wammio, would be invented to 
protect the liberty of the subject, to insure the 
eAtcutiou ui the laws, and to prevent the encroach- 
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ments of power; that the comman eif the towDf, 

and even the depart me utji, would be free iVom la 
centralixaium, would ceaae to be in tutelage to 
the capital ; that they would haye the election of 
theii magistrates, the disposal of their reveiiue, and 
the right of assessing themselves, provided that pri- 
vilege did not cramp the internal trade ; that the 
will of the people governed would at last be esta- 
blished every where, iustead of the good pleasure 
of the governors* 1 thought sincerely that in foreign 
affiurs a system worthy of France would be 
adopted ; that it would not be mixed up id any 
confederacy of kings; that it would not tie its 
hands by any abstract doctrine of intervention or 

norj-inttr\ ( iition, but that iu tlidt respect it would 
follow its interest and its glory. I was deceived^ 

all Europe was so too, for it flew to arms. 

Full of these soft illusions, burning to see the 
place of my birth, to embrace old friends and 
a beloved family, whom I had (in my delirium) 
invited to meet me in Paris, I leare my plantation 
and my studies, and set off, believing that the 
cause of liberty was sure to be attacked, and sure 
also that a defender more would not be refused, 

that it would not be against me that the ranks of 
the French army would be closed, i hasten, but 
it takes me near three months to come from my 
home to Europe* • • . . My God ! what is my dis- 
appointment ! • • . . And IS it to arrive at such fine 
results as these, that the whole world has been 
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fhaken to its foundationt T We bm certainly ad- 
▼aneed some steps m ibe career of liberty, but 

alas, how few ! .... It would certainly be better \ 
to postpone these alterations to tbe day in wbiefa ! 
the accounts will be definitively arranged between 
liberty and despotism, and which cannot be long 
deferred, than to sacrifice the lives of so many 
brave patriots for nothmg, or nert to nothing. ... j 
In short, the entrance into France continued to be 
interdicted to me as aiider the government by 
divine right. In the meantime war was going to 
commence. The French army was in motion, but i 
Its ranks were closed to me. What was to be j 
done ? A neighbouring nation had conquered its 
Kberty even more completely than France had 
known how to conquer hers. It was to support 
its liberty that France was advancing. On the | 
other hand, the Dutch seemed to rely upon the j 
assistance of Prussia. Even the position which 
the French army took showed that its leader ex- ^ 
pected a general war^ for he manoeuvred so as to 
take the line of the Mouse against the Pmssiana, 
leavinp^ the Belgians and the Dutch to manage 
between them. A general war» a real duel^ hand 
to hand, between revohxtion and counter-revo- 
lution, was about to ensue, and I should have ■ 
taken no part in it I If the French army was ' 
cloeed against me, that of its allies was not. I | 
arrived among them, asked and obtained service. A i 
prince, not one of those who are afraid of their ' 
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shadow; m prince wbo underttands liberty better 

than any of the journals of the movement at Paris, 
or the Tory journals of London who rail against it 
efery day» held oat his hand to the exOe, and 
received him in such a manner as to command his 
gratitude. It is secured to him. The storm passed 
off, however^ in frowns. therefore^ gave up the 
command I had receiyedi ready to take it again on 
the first report of war (for I did not reckon upon 
eenring during peace), but not without baring been 
harassed by the representattyes of the despotic 
powers. This is all right: I do not complain ut it; 
quite the contrary, liiose delicate attentions with 
which these worthies pursue, with all their power, a 
young man who has never yet been distin^juished 
for any thing whatever, who has still done nothing 
for history, show the opinion they ha?e of him. 1 
am very proud of it. They serve to reveal my 
resources to me. This persecution extends from 
great to little thiagi. It forms a part of my exists 
ence, so much am f accustomed to it. If, on tiie 
one hand, it is atteiupted (without success, how- 
ever,) to get me dismissed from the Belgian sorice, 
(perfectly right, since I entered it only to fight 
against them;) on the other, a celebrated ambas- 
sadress refuses to endorse a subscription card to 
a ball (of which she was patroness,) for a lady, de- 
claring it would compromise her very much with her 
court it she did it! What elevated views! 
The only persecution which would be sensibly 
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felt by me would be that of the French govern- 
menty because it pretends to represent France. Iii 
the time of Charles X. I should not have cared, 

because it had nut lliat pretension. But the thousrht 
would be cruel to me, that it was the nation that 
continued my exile. That would destroy one of 
the few illusions which yet remain to me. 

But let us leave thi^ personal digression, and 
return to the hopes with which the revolution of 
July has inspired me. You will consider, no doubt, 
that it was the republic 1 desired. Nut at all; it 

was G0V£RNM£NT BY THE PEOPLE TH£MS£LVeS. 

The republic is but one of the means of arriving at 

that end. It is liberty I desire : no matter under 
what name, provided I have the thin^^. 

But you will say. Do you think it possible to 
France or Europe? Let us distin^ish. If it were 
desired, first of all, to destroy every thing, have 
recourse to anarchy, and from these rude materials 
construct a republican edifice, preserving and mak- 
ing the best ot ^11 the tools and nicans of the 
government of despotism, 1 do not think that 
liberty would ever be attained. That experiment 
has already been tried once. But I am firmly con- 
vinced that it might be established m a better way. 
Let the government once sincerely desire it; let it 
cease to encroach continually upon the people, to 
desire to fix every thing, settle every thing, foresee 
every thing, prevent every thing; let it leave to 
each branch of power, to each opinion, to each 
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party, and to each individual, the degree of power 
and monii weight which nqpectiTely belongi to 
Ifaem, and that will approaeh yery near to liberty, 
if it be not the thing itself. 

I repeat it, all the govenuneaai of Earope, to 
whateTer party they betong, are always too fond of 
governing. The executive power, for iustance, no 
matter what may be its form, ought not to direct 
publie opinion, bat fellow it. Ita prorince is not 
to make laws, but to execute them. If chambers, so 
elected as to be really the representatives of the 
natioDy^and without any ministen^ influence, pass 
bad laws, that is not the dtSSear of the administra- 
tion. Fate voi, graji duca, le gale sone vosirct it 
says to them ; I wa^ my hands of it. It cannot 
be responsible for ^t; bnt the nation will take 

care to see justice done to itself, and the representa- 
tives, whether ignorant or traitorous, who may have 
voted for a measue 'proved bad by experienee, 
will be turned out at the next election, and the 
measure repealed by a new chamber. 

Do yon tiiink that an exeentiTe power, which 
should adopt as a maxim, not m anywise to direct 
legislative opinion, but follow it; which should re- 
conmend some laws, but propose none, leaving the 
chambers to make use of their inttiative; which 

should not offer any opposition to the reductions 
they might make in the budget, but strictly con- 
fine itself witiun the limits fixed by them; should have 
no secrets, and be ready to open to them all its port- 



foUoSy and to give aU the information tbey might 
KiB4«ii»;-<Hlo JIM tkiak, I WKfp ^ii aa ■Miuli ii 
pMor, wlio ihoM tkw mbk, woM, vol worn 

tablish liberty in the country it governed? This 
is what Waahingtoa dad. He waa the iirst pre- 

had amused himself finessing with congress, wi^dng 
to play the master^ putting his nose ki every thing, 
4iraetiag tha gUi<a>elecliowi» or dictiib|^ dotUmm 
to tha courts of jmtice ^ lib t rt y, k is iniOp mmM 
have been established, because t\m people kffew k 
mul would hava it; iMit iba |»anod would hoM baan 
lataidad, and ha waM lum baea omUirua d» ba- 

queathing, probably, to his country a long career 
of anarchy. The task of government ought to be 
dividad among many. EachshoiAi ba aiptoyadai 
bis dapwtnsMt for tba geaand good, Hiay wko 
pay, tbey who suffer by youf faults and your mis- 
takssy aie^t baad to samni or pwMsbaS tbamit 
dadioii. 

This government of upright dealing exists at pre- 
sent in Balgiuin, tberelbre p^iiect liberty is ei^oyad 
^tbm; and if eonmsdal pn os ywky ia not ysti^ 
turned, that is owing to the diplomatic position of 
the country, and to causes whoUy iadependeiit of 
tile gO¥enimeftt and the peofde* I do not tbidi tfw 
ttalioii has meh to eoagyatnkta iMdf nfMMi'in tls 
representatives: they lose too much time. As to 
t|ia BaMrtOi it sleeps tnnqiiiUyy aob6dy tcoaibles 
binielf iboat it, tad it tmbks ilsdf eboat aobodj. 
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The people wiH «pply ft remedy in tlds quarter at 
the Dext election; but the gOTernment keeps itself 
mnadj witktn lit pfero gati ns6» with a good i»tli 
iiiiiBh deea H infintte Iwmoor. The emirts of jniCice 

are independent, and lately showed it in the affair 
oC a joiiraaitft oi the orange party, who was let otf, 
oiMgiit m he traas for the lawa are ftv all alike. 
Such a deeMon apeaka equally in praise of the tri* 
hunal and the government, against an agent of 
ithoaai^ waa gifeii; and makei eferj <me feel that 
he iirea hi aeoualry wher^ hit liberty is proteetad. 
It is objected that the government fails into the 

I am lonry for it; but what 
ia tei hedette, if the aaajority of the nation bdoDga 

to that faith! The nation must be altered berore 
a change can take piace in its representation, and, 
aiheaeantiiia, the only altemativeaare anbmissloii 
or leayinf the oovntrf . 

I foresee your objections. A government like 
tkis, aay joa, eoald not be eatabliriied in France, 
haoanie Mr. Saeh-att*eBe could not remain at the 

head of the administration. What a capital mis- 
fertuaei So much the worse for JVIr. Such-anyone. 
But, ymi ^efoia, hare it a mimber of limelionariei, 
full of ability and experience, who have sworn to 
and taithfuUy served all the successive governments 
ef the iaat forty yeaia* The nation wovid reject 
them immediately, they have not its eonfidenee. 
How then shall we do to govern? — Wiihout them. 
Have I Dot told yon that it is 'oovanvMBiiT bt 
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THE PEOPLS THCM8BX.TI0' that I scHc? The gover- 
nors who possess not the confidence of the governed 
<Ni|^ without question, to be shewii Uie door* The 
people will find plenty of peieone tmdy to under* 
take the management of their affairs, nor will they 
be at n loie how to select theoi* Bnt, you sdd, do 
yon think the people ere snfiiciently enligfateQed 

respecting iheir own iiaercsts to make a wise 
choice? — Not, perhaps, now; and if the present 
ruleis continue, ne?er wiU be* It is like expecting 
a person to learn to dance while his feet are tied. 
But let the system of election be introduced, and in 
a Tery short time everybody will become accaso 
tomed to think of public matteis. Let ns sappose, 
for example, that in one of the least enlightened 
departments the people have to elect a prefect. 1 
concede to you, that the first year they will make a 

bad choice. They will be ill governed, and find it 
out. There wiU certainly be two or three persons 
desirous of becoming prefects, and who will be 
obliged to go and solicit people's yotes firom door to ' 
door, instead of frequenting the anti-chambers at 
Paris, as is now done. One will say to the electors^ 
Gentlemen, you are goTcmed in such a way. If 
1 am elt cted, I will do so and so, and every thing 
will go on well.'' — Every thing would go on ill," 
says another candidate. " The bad gOTemment of 
the present prefect is not owing to the cause stated, 

but to this* And this is the way in which I 

would take upon myself to remedy it." In short. 
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there would be as many opioioxw as caadidatafl, and 
tbapM^wiildbeadkd CPU hMihrid«allyttid co»> 
tradictorily to decide these questions, and would 
lAiorm themselves about them. Joumaia would 
loon 1m p a bti iha d in tftch day aiU at a t, at wMOm 
for kaal f»olHic8, and to 9app^ti the diftwgt oandN* 
dates. Every question would thus be brought home 
lo eaeh panon^ poblio aiant wcwld baoonia iIm 
ooMlaBt tofiic af eomiieiaa l ion; md^ at dM aad of 

three or four elections, the people would be sure lo 
choose proper persons. 

Butf po^tpiy you will say, and lUe ia tho lait 
objeetloa I shall anewar, woold Europe permit m 
to adopt a more perfect system of liberty? Have 
wa not baas oU^d to acoapt paidao te oar rero* 
latiooy by not IbHowtng up the oonaaqnanoaat 

Really, I do not know that the French nation 
aroold have needed the ratification of Europe, in 
orderlonnifcethachaBgeaitdeMradathoiiia. And 
if you were afraid of Europe, and were constrained 
by fear not to follow up the principle of the revo* 
faitioa after hafing effeatad why aifeot kt Bnt by 
what fight woald the Ibfeignor iaiennaddle wMi 
what you do in France? It certainly is not by the 
i^lht of tba strongest, Ibr if the eountar-raTolution 
haa ptfauset and ansiea an its ihyonr, lha fwiolntion 
has the people everywhere. They have made some 
progress in 40 years, and France would no longer 
find en^alea aoMNig theia. Yon hato aean the iym- 
pndiy asekad hi the English nation by the rtfoln^ 

c 3 
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Uom of Joly. The old prejudiees m» dMtroyed; 

an alliance founded upon common interests and 
upon the force of circumstancett, iiot upon vaia 
fHpkwnaliff oadit, eiitli betwMii Frtnce and £«g- 
Imd, and emaiet the trimph of the canee of liherty 
ia Europe. France free has ao enenues among the 
people. But in oid«r to pceeenre this elefated and 
adyanlageoiis powtton at the head of civilisation, it 
is necessary that it be wise, in other words, that ii 
l>e dttinterested; that it does not think of making 
eonqueatSy but of ensuring the liberty and indepen- 
dence of other naidons npon a principle of equality 
and reciprocity. It was thought, formerly^ that the 
IHoeparity and richet of nations mie increased by 
the mtsary of their neighbours; but this notion has 
been exploded, and it is now ascertained that there 
will be no liberty nor stable prosperity for Franoe 
«ntil she shall be sunounded by nations at onet 
great, powerful, rich, but above all, free. Do not 
think, however, that I recommend the principle of 
non-intervention; I should then be a dupe* As 
long as kings could interfere in the affiurs of natioBS 
to prevent thein from attaining their liberty, the 
system of intervention was the political law of ^ 
JSurope; but since 1890, since it has been feared 
that France assists the revolution party elsewhere, 
in order to procure herself allies, everybody has 
adopted the principle of non-intervention. Gentle^ 
men, this is not fiiir. It is necessary that we try a 
little, in our turn, your system of intervention, our 
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<mlj abject bdng to imore the evil iMch it hit 
' done ta us in your hands. 

The fact is, liowever, that every nation ought to 
concern itaelf in its own aficUrs, end not permit 
any other to interfere in thtm; bnt, above all, they 
should absolutely refuse to acknowledge the right 
of an alliance of powers to take upon themselves to 
prettde over the destiniee oi the world. Let them 
treat with all the powers indiriduidiy^ well and 
good; but let them keep aloof from congresses and 
conferwMes. Finely have they treated the poor 
nations v^ioni they have been tntmeted to proto- 

colise if ].onk rather at Greece, which these ten vears 
has been under the bands of unskilful operators. 
France has no need of €oa«yators. She desiies the 
good of alL Her own first, afterwards that of 
others. Acting upon these principles, thereiorey 
kt her intedere here* refose to interfere there; per- 
ait no further the intervention of a third } > u ty ; bat 
let her in each particular step be j^uided by the 
nature of the thing, without being tied by any meta- 
physical prineqde, which cooki only lender her the 
dupe of her enemies, or the Don Quixote of liberty. 
. Let her renounce then all propagandism; let 
her not sufier herself to be dauled, either by the 
tinsel of philanthropy or of Christaaaity; let her 
not revive the times of the Crusades. But, when 
her interest guides her thereto, let her assist other 
nations in regaining their nationality, their nnity, 
their natural frontiers, and their liberty. Never 



Digitized by Google 



viU rine be sure of her own while Italy and Ger- 
many are nol united, DnM, and flofonaluttg. Tbe 
liberty of emliced woM will ba lliaa es- 
tablished. Tkt teodeocy of the age is not only 
lowaida 6ea gorammanls, bai lovaids tha aa- 
taMukmaat o# graat powafa, and iStm alitorptiiMi 
of small. In our day, t^eat rivers and mountains 
jbava ceased to be boundaries. There are roada to 
go ewywbaia; bat avan if thay ooold atop anniMt 
they could not stop books and newspapers. Every 
thing tends to government by public opinian, to 
wbidi Mid nni^ of laagaage ia necatiary. It ia 
language, then, wludi datafounet tiia boandaiiea of 
nations. All who speak German are German, all 
who apaak italiaa are Italian, and so of tba raaU 
Tha tima will come adian theta will be only A 
government, by language; then peace will reign 
ia Europe. For the great powers who compose 
it will know thair iataratts too well to disp«fea 
fer nolbing, and tfiair boandariaa will be lattlad in 
a stable uianuer by language. 

What ia to ba made than of thair armiaa, of 
allfihotetarbolaiit elaments whidi anatintha bmooi 
of European societies, with this addition of popula- 
tiofi which starves them ? Colonies, moral conqueats 
09ar harbariwit Let the amiiea of tha £«opaaa 
powers qnitBaropaibr Asia and Africa. Lattfaara 
09 longer remain an armed man in the mother 
oamitryf nnlaiait be to raoruit continnally tha eas* 
qaaring and cbilisng anniea thai it would keep up 
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ftbfoad. Hiis mm tlie policy ol lUwie m the midst 
of barbariaos: let it ooce more be that of Europe* 
Fktnce has jmt set a noble example. Theooaqueat 
of Algiers opens the way and serves as an example 

tov other conquests. Africa aud Asia are large 
enough to offer a vast £eldy in which French chi- 
valry may rsap glory. As to power, France has 
enough. 

But, I repeat it, this general peace among the 
Um^miffU of finrope, cannot take place nntil the 
nations have acquired 'QoTBunmrr bt them- 
selves/ because it is only then that they will be 
governed according to their real interests, and that 
the eqnitibrinm of their power will he establidied 
upon a firm footing. Once established, nothing can 
disturb it, and their future peace will be as well 
secured as that of the internal States of America. 

■ 

It is there, in a few generations, that it will be 

necessary to go for models of the arts of peace, for 
I can forasee nothing to trouble theirs. But, even 
now, it is the American Union which gives us the 
best model of government. I lia\e endeavoured 
to describe it as I have seen it. i must admit, that 
nothing in the United States has astonished me. 
Every thing is reasonable, and became fsrailiar to 
me with great facility ; what astonishes nie is that 
every other nation is not governed in the same 
manner. 

I expect that my letters will draw upon me much 
criticism. There will be superficial travellers who 
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wiU ^ad Ukftt I luive not described faitklully. Lei 
ItMi vfOMiiiber, tliat tliey cmaol pretMMl to know 
the country as intimately m I do, wlio, ttot only 
bave Uved there more than nine years, but who 
k«r« oagagfid ia ftll lortt of butuHMk I mftrried 
^re, and tlwie I kare a iuaily aad mmioroiis 
friends dear to me, and whose esteem I highly 
prize. I have traTelled a good deal about tbe 
eo«atry» am ■elded iu tlie woode, where I have 
#ecn a new nation spring up; have seen it pass 
Ibrough all tbe pos&ibie degrees of civilization. I 
•m a bwjar> a pkuiter, an offioer of militia ; 1 have 
tUtAf acoosding to eiTcumilattoei, otW oftces, 
either by the appoiiUment of goveruiuent or the 
•lection of i^y &llow*ettiieaa* lliefe ia not one of 
the i|«ealioiia advetled to b these letters ikat 2 

have not discussed dLiily, and often in public. In 
short, 1 am truly become an American in heart and 
habili, end eertamly I shall alwayi ImI myself 
honoured by the title of citizen of the United States, 
and by the proofs of esteem and attachment which 
I have feeeived every where fi<om this nation,— a 
natkm Ihe most reaaenable, the most senslbky and 
the least easy in the world lo be dazzled. And dazzled 
hf what? . • • • I was poor» alone^ exiled .... 
I fnmd thene a oovntry, which Bmope relhsed me. 

I am aware, that among the opinions 1 support in 
these letters, many are not those oif the majority; 
Imt dmy ave mine. As a liree ettiaen of the United 
States, I have a right to expr^ my opinion upon 
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men and thin^; I have said nothing here which I 
have not fupported often in Florida by my vote, 
and I flatter myself that my lUendi will recognize 
my conversation lu my style. 
Why cannot I, my dear firiend, enable yon to 
- jodge of thity and renew with you oar Hirtemburg 

confabulation in the garden of those good brothers 
G ? We were prisoners there; but Austria has 
not itill foond out the art of confining the mind. 
It was under the yoke of its despotism Aat you 
communicated to me the results of your long experi- 
ence» and guided my young reason in tiie study of 
the theory of liberty. I ha?e since obswved the 
practice of it myself, and it is right that I present 
you the fruits of my labour. Accept them^ aa well 
as the assurances of a long fHendship wfeddi hat 
survived ten years of absence. 

AcHiLLS MURAT. 



BR RITA. 

P«gt 18, line 9, for the state, rend* «n individual 
1S» 16, omit the w<Nrd«wm 

J8j Ut /Imt govcnramity nail govcmnmitt 

91^ 17, f»r factories, rearf forges, {nsxnes) 
88t — • 10« /or every body« some persons, and /or tenm, 
tena 

m^,— 8,>brriglit,ywMixigbts 

94, P, /nr old age, rtfdtd on ttM Inink of 

99» last line, /or let, read take 
113, Itne aff,/lr were, Mmt was 

13B, 22, /br cannot, read oooUl not 

\m, 16, 17, for court, wigs, rtod court^wigs 

240, S9,/br her, read his 
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LETTER l iaST. 

General View op the UjiioN. — Introduction; 
Errtmecui Notitnu of Travellera New Engiamd 
State§ — MaUftehmteUj Cmmectieuif New Hemp* 
shire, Vermont, A\Iaine, Rhode Island; Central 
Stai§$ — New Yorky Philadelphia, New Jersey^ 
Delaware f MarpUmd; Southern Staiee — Virgi- 
nia, North Carolina, Sou th Carolina, G eorgia, A la- 
hama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ke?ttuchjf; Western 
States — Old and New Countries, their oom^^a-* 
HveAdpantagesfar Settlers; concluding Remarks. 

Wascissa, near Tallahastee, (Florida ) , 
Jfint 1836. 

You recall to my recollection, my dear friend, 
the promise I made yoa on quiUing Europe, to 
sketch you, calmly and on the spot, a picture 
of my country, Should you still retain the 
same desire to settle herei nothing would give 
me more pleasure; I wish more than I dare 
hope, that it may be so. But this is not to the 
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purpose; since you desire a description from 
me, it shall be my endeayour to satisfy you. 
You know my character sufficiently to feel as- 
sured, that, although prepossessed in favour of 
my adopted country, I shall speak of it with 
candour, and state faithfully its merits and 
defects; for, knowing that my representations 
may influence the serious determinations of 
yourself or some of your friends, I should se- 
verely reproach myself if I laid a foundatiQii 
for future regrets. 

If I were addressing a man of business, de* 
sirous only of infoirmation relative to the invest- 
ment of his capital and the interest of money, 
I should say to him^look at our growing pios- 
perity, and yon wiU see in it a gusrantae of 
the eligible employment of your fortune* But 
.this is not your object, at least not yonr prin- 
cipal one; your life has been devoted chiefly 
to public atiairs, and you would come here to 
find principles of government more conformed 
to your own. It is, then, of the moral condi* 
tion of socie^ that you require infonnaticm. 

Europeans who visit this country, with the 
exception of a few naturalists, intent only 
upon pebbles and herbs, confine themselves to 
a drive or two through our atlantic towns, and 
return to Europe persuaded tha|. we are a naUpn 
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of shopkeepers. These are almost all people 
in YmmesB^ who §ee no other society but that 
of tl^eir correspondents; theyhmre noconscionis- 
ness of the goverimu nt, and do not trouble 
tliemerim about it: i have heard many of them 
deny even its existence. Few visit tlie interior, 
Of hoar pohtic& spoken; not that, in this free- 
apeaking country, the subject is aToided from 
any motiyes of distrust, but because there is a 
fear, of being wearisome in talking upon snb- 
jects which might not be interestiiig to foi^eign- 
eca* The consequence is, that such persons, in 
generaU return to Europe with a favorable 
iuipies&ioii of our puUteness and abilitv, and 
a notion that the government still exists be- 
cause nobody meddles with it, everybody being 
occupied with his own affairs. There are, how- 
ever, exceptions; some English travellers have 
penetrated into the interior^ their avowed motive' 
beiag to study man ; but, for the most part, 
these have been Methodists, or other sectarians, 
wlio iiuvc \ icwed eveiy thing through the me-" 
dium of their own ridiculous fancies. Their 
works, besides, are full of British prejudices, 
by no means favorable to their conquerors. 

But even though England might, by these 
means, possess a correct idea of theUnited States, 
that would be no reason for concludmg that 

b2 
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France or the Contunent are equally possesfied 

of it. Indeed, from my own experience, I believe 
that in neither are juster ideas entertained of 
England itself than there are of America* ^ 

The fact is, we are much more an agricultural 
than a trading people; but we are, above all, a 
thinking and diBCuasing people. Our poUtica 
ai'e so difi'erent from those oi Europe, that the 
few foreignera who do giye them any attention, 
absolutely comprehend nothing about them. 

You have only to cast your eye over a map 
of the United States, to be convinced that the 
agricultural interest preponderates greatly over 
those of the commercial or manufacturing. 

The first grand division of the Union is be- 
tween the States which recognise slavery, and 
those which do not* 

All the States to the south of the Potomac 
and North Maryland, all those called "Slave- 
holding States," are entirely agricultural. The 
little commerce which is earned on there is in 
the hands of some inhabitants of the northern 
parts; and it is only a few years ago since 
Maryland first engaged in manufactures. In 
all that extent of country^ Baltimore is the 
only city in the east, and New Orleans in the 
west, which so employ capital. At Charleston, 
Savannah, £cc, the capital employed belongs to 
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merchants of New Yetk; and the trade there 

is earned on by their a^-cnts. Tu the uuith- 

west of this hue, the country is entirely agri- 
cnltnral; and it is the same with Pennsylvania, 
ncept Philadelphia. To the north-east, th^ 
interests are divided at least equally* 

This first division involves a ddicate point 
in our policy. The northern iStates are jealous 
of oar slaves and of oar prosperity; we envy 

them nothing. All that they prcjduce we con- 
sume. They have more capital than we^ but 
less revenue. As long as they eonfine them* 
selves to preaching againi^t slavery^ and to 
foiming establishments upon the coast of Africa, 
&c. we shall not make ourselves uneasy ; but 
if their spirit of proselytism should lead them 
so faf as to attempt the emancipation of the 
blacks, the State legislatures would put a curb 
upon them; and U Congress consented to make 
laws upon this matter, as it attempted to do at 
the time the State of Missouri was admitted 
into the Union, the finest edifice raised by man, 
the AmericanConfiBderation,woaldbe destroyed; 
the Southern States would be obliged to sepa^ 
rate from those of the North: such an event, 

liowever, is merely imaginary. The hypoeriti- 
cai sympathy which a certain class of men in 
the Kortfa affect for our slaves, wQl not hasten 
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their emancipatiou by a siiii^e day; aud wUi 
only fender iheic ntaation^ in putatiihur mam, 
las» supportable. This emancipation, wiiteh 
evary ealigbteiied man desires^ can only be rea^ 
•onaUy expected from tuna^ and the primte 
interest of the propiietorij. To precipitate tliis 
meafiue woidd be to expose tiie Southern States 
to internal eonvnlaione^ and tlie Umen to die- 
order. Without producii^ any advantage to the 
Northern States. 

Another great distinetion obeermble in the 
character of the people^ i& among the inhabi- 
tants of the South, ct the Koftb-east, of the 
West, and of the centre. It is so strong, as to 
change entirely the aspect oi the country. 

The six New Enghnd states, Massaehniets, 
Connecticut^ New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, 
and Rhode Island, fosm of themsdres a ceti* 
steUation extremely remarkable amon^ the 
iitates of the Union* Their interests, their pre- 
jttdices, their laws, even their foliies ai^ their 
very accent are the same. Tliey are what m 
the rest of the Union we call Yankees ^ a jaame 
which the English have very erroneonsly ex* 
tended to all the nation. These six repnbUes 
aie one fraternity. Their industry and their ca- 
pital are immense; they cover Ae ooean with 
oui' flag, and furnish onr navy and merchant* 
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ships with seamen; they have also givea birth 
lo maMkj of our gieaieit men. Their ehanete 

is very reinarkablr^ and admits of compttrison 
with no other people on the earth* The noat 
giganttG enterpnm do not fUgbten them, nor 
are they above engaging in tho«»e ut small detail; 
all which they eondnct with a spirit of oidor 
and minateness quite peenliMr to thomeelTee* 
Theae men seem bom to calculate shillings and 
-peaao^ bat they raise themselm thereby to 

count by millions, witliout losing anything of 

their ai^actness, or of the littlenefls of their 
ordinary views. They betray a shameless 

avidity after proht, and, like Petit-Jean, can- 
didly tell yon 

This spirit of calcolation and avarice is sU angep 
ly Uended with the strict observance of the 

bunday, which they call Sabbath, and all the 
puritanical practices of the Presbyterian reli- 
gion, which they have generally adopted. They 
are in this respect so scrupulous, that a brewer 
was repmed in ehorch ftor having brewed on 
the Saturday, by which the beer had been ex- 
posed to woriL on the Sabbath. They call this 
morality, whidi, aoooiding to them, consists 
much more in not swearmgj smgmg, dancmg, or 
• Widigat money honour is but s diteiss. 
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walking, on Sunday, than in not making a frau- 
dulent bankruptcy. This Bpedes of religiouB 
hypocrisy is so natural to them that tlie greater 
number practise it as a thing ot course* They 
glory in calling themselves ''the country of 

steady habits," not because they are more vir- 
tuous Uian other people, but because they as- 
sume a contrite air once a week, and eat nothing 
on Saturdays but cod-fish and apple pies. 
Boston, their capital, abounds, howoYer, in men 
of literary eminence : it is the Athens of the 
Union; it was the cradle of liberty, and pro- 
duced many of its most zealous champions in 
the council as well as in the field. Instruction 
is much more generally diffused there than in 
any other -part of the world. They possess, in 
fact, all the elements of greatness, and evince 
oilarged views, without foregoing anything of 
tluit petty spirit of detail which mixes itself 
with all their proceedmgs. Everywhere a 
Yanked may be recognized by his adroitness in 
asking questions about what he already knows, 
by the evasive manner in which he answers 
questions addressed to himself without ever 
affirming anything, and particularly by the ad- 
dress with which he manages to eclipse himself 
when there is somethino: for him to pay. In 
politics these six »States are united, they vote as 
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006 man. Here b the seat ef the comiBerciai 

interest, although since sonic years, they turn 
their attentioa to manu&ctures also, with the 
Bucoess which accompaniea all that tlic} under* 
take. The couutry m very populous, very well 
cultivated, and even in it the capital employed 
in agriculture is as eonsidentble as that absorbed 
in commerce. 

The central States are very fitr from being so 
united in interest, or having so marked a phv- 
siOgaomy« The State of New Yoik forms a 
nation of more than a million of sools. The 
city of New York contains a hundred and 
twenty thousand inhabitants^* the houses built 
there during the last year are not less than fif- 
teen hundred, and it is expected that three 
times that number will be built during the pre- 
sent. Nothing can exceed the spirit of enter* 
lurise, activity, and industry of the people. Here 
are no straitaied views ; people speak of but mi!^' 
lions of dollars; business is done with une- 
qualled rapidity, and yet in general so as to es* 
cape any seyere shocks: everything advances 
with giant, but at the same time regular, steps* 
lliis state of things has received a fresh impulse 
from the genius of the present governor, M« de 

* Now nofe dian a huodfed and fify t thsomid^ 

{October 1, 1831.) 

b3 
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Witt Clinton, who originated the idea of the 
great canal which tmilea Lake Erie to the- aea. 
The intemal activity of this State is so great, 
and so entirely absorbed within itself, as to 
leave acne for its afiiedrs with the UnioD* Ac* 
cordingly, its influence is hardly felt there, for 
having everything within itself, it unites in its 
own deputation the interests of agriculture, 
commerce, and manuiacturest the commercial 
interest, however, predominates. It is worthy 
of remark that this State has sent to the national 
councils very few men of superior mind. The 
people are absorbed and annihilated in their 
internal politics, which are extremely compli^ 
eated, and are said to be full of very silly in* 
trigues. A stranger can comprehend nothing 
ot ail this, but may perceive that parties are 
bitter and personal, two very bad signs. 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware^ 
form a group more resembling each other. The 
people are distinguished by 'their goodnature,, 
tranquillity, and nidustry. Except in Phila- 
delphia^ the manufacturing sund agricultural 
interests prevail. These States are in great 
part peopled with peaceable Quakers and Ger- 
mans. Everything goes on quietly, without 
shock or anything to excite observation. If 
Boston is the abode of literature, Philadelphui 
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ift that of science; which gtres, i>erfaaps, to its 

society a tinge of pedantry. 

A yeac or two ago. New Jersey attempted to 
leap forward in the perilous career of great en- 
terprises, and to imitate its northern neigh boar, 
but aiter committing some errors, it has now 
returned to wiser principles. The legislatnre 
this year peremptorily refuses to incorporate 
new banksi and has eiren withdrawn the charters 
of some of the old ones. 

Maryland is also divided in interest, like the^e 
other States; for while Baltimore is one of the 
most ti'ading cities of the L mou, the rc^t of the 
country is agricultural and manufacturing* The 
character of the people is a singular miztore of 
the simplicity and good nature of the Pennsylva- 
nian Quakers, and the pride of the Virginian 
planters. It is the only State in which religious 
intolerance exists, rather through ancient habit 
than actual prejudice; the Jews cannot vote 
there. This State finds itself, vvitii respect to 
its Negroes, and perhaps in a higher degree, 
in the same difficulty as Virginia. 

This latter State has, during a long period, 
played the chief part in the Union, by means of 
its politics and its great men : it is the birth- 
place of four of our presidents. But V irgniia 
is much fallen in splendor, for which, indeed. 
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H was pnnctpsUy indebted to party irritatioii* 

Its interests are wholly agricultural and manu- 
fecturipg* The people are uobie^ generous, and 
hospitable, but coarse, vain, and haughty. 
They pride themselves, above everything, on 
their frank honesty; and their laws, usages, and 
politics, partake of this laudable ostentation. 
They are very united as a people ; and never is 
the opinion of the State given unsupported by. 
the suffrage of all Virginia. Their politics, 
however, are apt to be peisonal, factious, turbu- 
lent, and noisy. It is, beyond comparison, the 
State most abundant in lawyers, or at least in 
persons studying the law ; and who, although they 
boast much of democracy, are the only real aris-* 
tocrats of the Union: witness the right of suffrage 
ftom which the populace is excluded in this State, 
Tobacco and corn are the staple cultivation of 
Virginia and Maryland ; the first of these articles 
requires slave labour, the other is more profit- 
ably cultivated by free hands. Tobacco ex- 
hausts the land very rapidly, and only thrives 
in new and very fertile soils; hence it follows 
that, these lands being now nearly exhausted, 
at least comparatively, and the price of tobacco 
being diminished, owing to the quantity grown 
in the west, the planters are reduced to cultivate 
com, and are obliged to rid themsdves of their 
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slaves^ who are no longer protitabic. The day, 
therefore, is not diataat when we shall aee these 

two States unite themselves vvitii thube oi the 

North against the slaveholdmg States* However, 
since a year or two, they, partienlarly Virginia, 
have successfully uudertakeu the culture of 
short cotton, which has given fresh value to 
their negroes^ and may perhaps restore Vii^ma 
to its former splendor. But since then, short 
cotton, in common with all other cottons, has 
undergone a great reduction in price, in con- 
sequence of which all the southern States are 
in a declining condition* 

North Carolina is a bad imitation of Virginia; 
its interests and politics are the same, and it 
navigates in its own waters, Notwithstanding 
its gold mines^ it is the poorest State of the 
Union, and the one which supplies most emi- 
grants to the new lands. 

South Carolma, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, constitute what is properly called 
the South. Their interest is purely agricultural ; 
their productions are cotton, long and short, 
sugar, rice, and maize, all which require slave- 
laboui*, and yield a su£dciently good pruht to 
deter them from any other employment of their 
funds. The excellence of the land, together 
with the luxurious climate, so well second the 
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labour of the culdTatofi that it is much more 
aidfaiitageoas to emi^oy the negroes in the 

field than in tlie factory.* Although chaxacter 
nece«8arily var«« considerably over lo large 
extentof conntryi the features of a common race 
are discernible. Their fraukuess, generosity, 
hospitality^ and liberality of opinioDi havebeeome 
prorerbial^ and form a perfect contrast to the 
Yankee character^ much to the disadyautage of 
the latter. In the midst of this group stands 
South Carolina^ conspicuous for a combination 
of talents unequalled throughout the Umou. 
The society of Charleston is the best I have met 
with in my ti-avels, whether on this or on your 
side of the Atlantic. In respect to finish, and 
elegance of manners, it leaves nothing to be 
desired, and, what is of more value with people 
who, like you and me^ attach little importance 
to mere politeness, it swarms with real talent, 
and that without the alloy of pedantry. In all 
questionsof a common interest, this State alwajrs 
leads. The politics of the other States, except 
Georgia, are not yet sufficiently of a decided 
character to justify me in speaking of them. 
As to Georgia, with pain 1 must declare to you, 
that nothing can equal the fiiry of its factions, 
imless it be those of Kentucky; in the latter, 

* I bare now MPme doubti of this. 
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howe^er^ tbe eontattkm k for inrinmpleB; whikt 

the disputes of Georgia are merely about men. 
The preMnt goramor has piuhed matters so liur 

that the evil is m a fail way of being cured by 

The other States form the west^ incomparably 

the largest and richest part of the Umun, it 
will be m long, if it be not already^ the most 
populous; power will follow shortly, as weU as 
luxury^ instruction, and the arts^ which are its 
consequences. Their interests are manafiictnring 
and agricultural; the former bearing the chief 
sway. The character of the people is strongly 
marked by a mde instinct of robust liberty, de** 
generating often into licentiousness, a simplicity 
of morals, and an uncoathness of manners, ap- 
proaching occsMmially to coarseness and cyni- 
cal independence. These States are too imma- 
ture to enable me to say much of their politics, 
which are, for the most part, sour and ignorant. 
Univmities, established everywhere with luxury^ 
aflford promiseof a generation of better informed 
politicians, who will have their fathers' faults 
under their eyes to assist in their own enlighten* 
ment. 

Our country is so iiappily constituted, that 
we may, without greet danger, make trial <tf a 
law or a constitution. The Btstes^ like good 
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swiaunersy support one aoother, aod are always 
ready to keep abore water the adveiitiirer that 

may be near sinking. The Federal Conbtitutioxii 
besides, is at hmd, to prevent too dangerouB 
ezperiments. Its limits arrest speeidatioii at a 
safe pointy and this is the prime cousidemtion: 
each dtixen, to whatever state he may belongs 
18 obliged to consider the Federal Constitution 
as the saieguard and source of that greatness 
to which our Repubhes will be elevated. 

I have spoken to you of the manufacturing, 
commercial^ and agricultural interests^ without 
defining in what they consist You will am*- 
jecture, I have no doubt, that the western States 
are full of manufactures, but you will be mis^ 
taken. Their interest is not constituted by the 
manufactures which they actually have^ but by 
those which they reckon upon having. It 
is two years ago since a reform of the tariff 
duties was submitted to Congress. This pro* 
position put everything in motion; the old 
parties were roused, but in vain; the interest 
of the people was too manifest^ and they saw it 
too clearly to admit of this being made a party 
question. The inland towns^ part of the central 
States, and almost all the west, voted in support 
of a measure which favored ihar manufactures^ 
present or future. The maritime towns, and 
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some places upon the eastern canals, coiuposing 
the commercial inteiesty were oppoeed to whatr 
ever might diminish^ even teroporanlyi Hie 

activity of comnierce. All the south, uniting 
its interests to thoee of the coaunereiftly ex* 

pressed themselves strongly ag:ainst the taritr. 
What will seem to you singular, I was, I re- 

« 

member, among the very few who combatted 

I this blindness. The tariff passed, but anieadcd 

in such a way as to deprive it of much of its 
force, although enongh remained to do a great 
deal oi good, as our planters begin to find out, 
since an internal market for their cottons opens 
upon them in the north and the west, instead of 
their being left dependent upon foreigners. In 

» thtscase, I beg you will observe, that the east and 

tile south were united against the west: in the 
event of an European war, the contrary would 
take place, the west and the sonth would nnite* 
Independently of the two divisions I have 
indicated, there exists a third: the old and the 
new lands or countries. This division, which 
is eicpiained by its name, cannot be denoted 
upon the map, because there are many of the 

new country districts inclosed within tlie old; 
however, it may be stated in general terms that 
the 'territories,* and all the west of the Alleghany 
mountains, are new. This division is the most 

! 
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interesting to you. It is the point which you 
most wpeoiaUy exMiiiia. Will you Exyoiirsdf 
in a part of the oomitry newly, or anciently 
pec^iled? Both have their disagreeables and 
their advantages; if you dialike tiouUei axe 
eatisfied with yoar poaition in the scale of beings, 
and do not care about advancing y ourseUt therein, 
your income being sufficient to live upon,*— reside 
in the old countries; you will find in them the 
arts of £urope| its luxury, its politeness, and a 
little more hospitality, but yoa wiU be a fbragnmr 
tlieic fur the first five years; and then all the 
oversights you may have oommitted doling that 
time will be reckoned with you. Another in* 
quiry to be made is, what profession will you 
adopt? fo€ yon must not think of hving here 
vnthout occupation, you would wither with 
ennui, and lose all consideration* If you intend 
to devote yourself to commerce, or if your eariy 

homage has been paid to Esculapius, the old 
countries oflc^ yQu most resources, it is only 
there that business, commercially speaking, is 
carried on upuii a large scale, and your licensed 
murders will be lost in the crowd, whilst the 
touching redtal of a miraculouscure, ingeniously 
inserted in the daily papers, will put into your 
hands the lives and the purses of a new voUey 
of patients. Agriculture will bring you nothing, 



Digitized by 



and will employ all your tune. It i» only pror 
tebl* to tht matt pfopffictefi^ tD thoMwUoue 

stomed themselves to work at the plough. 
The bar opens to you a wide l^eld; but you will 
have to ooiitend agamst the first men in the 
nation as your rivals, and you will luiaUibly be 
oruahed. Neverthdei^ &t an Eaiopeon, thia 
Jiriikm of the country may be preferable: it 
mor^ regembies Europe; but if he is not Tery 
mudi penecnted in hie o<wn country^ or if hb 
love for our institutions is not extreme, I advise 
him to reoxaia at home. But, im^tead of that» 
what if he eome into our new coanbrioi; and 
muster courage to plunge suddenly into our 
habits^ our lawsi and oor forests? Leaving 
behind him for some years the lemembranee of 
partaken delicacies^ let him harden himself 
against privations, by a passing effort. If he 
destine himself to trade, let him establish a 
market where none are m existence; if to the 
bar, let him be the first pleader in the first 
cause, in the first teini, in a new court; if he 
be a physiciaoi let him establish his reputation 
where he will have nobody, not even the dead, 
to contradict him ; if he would be an agricul- 
toralist, let him grab about new soils alonej 
withont a neighbour, depending only upon him- 
self; and he will be very liberally recompensed 
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fijr his pains. He will find himself in fact, if 
iiot in law^ naturalized irom the day of his 
urrmli for nobody will interfere with him. It' 
you come from Europe or from a remote state, 
yon have not to struggle against established 
prejudicesi acquired repntations. There alt 
depends on individual efibrt; every one must 
depend npon himself. No government, in realily^ 
makes itself felt; no social grlniuce shackles 
the maich of the miad. This . condition of 
things does not last long; fbnr or five years, at^ 
most, and you see start up villages, towns, uni- 
versities, &c.; then you will find yourself inte- 
rested in all these, and may say with prid% 

Quorum pan magna fii^^ 
And if, as many do, you leUiin a taste for 
rural life in the woods^ set out, emigrate for two 
or three years towards the west, carrying with 
you your light baggage, until the Pacific Ocean 
stops your progress* This, however, would not 
be according to my taste: I should prefer the 
city ot which I had seen the first stone laid, for 
which I had helped to clear the ground; to 
watch its rising in the magically short space of 
three or six years, until it became a new sove- 
reign State ; to see new laws, a new social edi- 
fice elevate itself on a spot, from whence the 
barbarous cries of the Indian had been wont to 
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terrify his timid prey; to hear our interests 
discussed, or our sioaers frightened by the not 
less barbaroiw aeeents of a Methodist preaehtr* 
This is the step I have myself takeo^ feehng 
myself disgusted with puUie a£6urs and society, 
and }mng of too active a temperameat to to- 
amu idle. For a foreigner, this step has aoo- 
ther advantage; he almost nnoonsckHisly leapt 

over those hvc years of probation in which he is 
not yet a citizen, although he has ceased to be, 
in point of fact, a foieigner; an awkward sitva^ 
tiou, which he escapes in the wilderness. 

I do not shut my qres to the difficultias and 
priyatiims with which such a resoliition is at- 
tended, particularly to foreigners. The greatest 
inccmyenience is the multitude of rogues and 
intriguers^ who, from ull parts of the Uiiited 
States, take up their abode in a new country, 
and who are sometimes so numerous as to pos- 
sess ^themselves of the government. This, how- 
ever, is but a momentary evil ; the honest peo* 
pie, sooner or later, regain the ascendancy, which 
cannot be other than a very agreeable occupa- 
tion. I know nothing so amusing as to be em- 
ployed in shewing these gentry to the door. It 
is the image of a revolution, as hunting is the 
image of vrar. Besides this principal obj ection, 
there is a sort of courage necessary tp sever 
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one's self far some years from all society suited 
to the edoeatioQ and habtt» of an tcoomplished 
QUiiiy to gnrB ihMtrei, tli# confevtB of ''Hft, 
a good hoiisey the newspaper eveiy evening, and 
one's latteia e^ery monmig. 

k 

^ Ici point d« htm mat qui mms grist «t nouidMiiw.'' 

We ham nothing to produce the same csfifects 
but whkkey, known to yom nnder the name of 

schnaps* We live very simply, without osten- 
tation. Ail this efaangea in two or thtee jeara; 
and, indeed, he who is so eflfeminate as to recrard 
these temporary privations as too high a price to 
pay for that manly independence which I have 
described, may remain at home, we do not 
desire his compaiqi'* 

On looking oter my letter, I see that it will 
not be intelligible if I let it go alone. Be it so. 
I regard this beginning as a sort of engagement 
to furnish you with information about my coim- 
try until you tcii me you have had enough, or 
until you come here yourself to prove to me that 

I have satisfied you uf the numberless a(] van- 
tages which our governm^it, and ours akme, 
possesses over those of Europe. I have unfolded 
to you some views new to France, where nothing 
is known df us but as the United States. The 
twenty-ibur independent republics which com- 
pose them, which have their constitution, their 



Digitized by 



UNITED STATSB. 



laws, their politicsi their parties; which move in 
ioblime order, withoot hitherto jostling in the 
respective orbits traced out for them by the f ede- 
ral gOTenunent, nobody speaks of these, nobody 
concerns himself about them. It is to their 
internal politics and their mutual relations that 
I propose to direct your attention. 

You must coiiU'iiiplate the tiuiu^uil and ma- 
jestic march of this republic. You can form no 
idea of it; you, who have only known liberty 
but in the midst of tempests, (in w hich, indeed, 
it has also its charms,) and attacked by parties 
equally subrersive of its principles. Here prin- 
ciples are n removably established in minds and 
hearts. The people are nnanimons respecting 
the txovernuiLiit. There are no differences of 
i^uioQ but about persons and secondary mea- 
sures^ Shall a bank be established? shall a 
esnal be made here or there? shall a law be made 
against nsnry? shall we send such or such an 
one to Congress? These are the objeds which 
occupy not a bustling minority, but all the na^ 
tim. There w a stir until the law is made, or 
the election over; afterwards, there is no fur- 
ther questicwL about it: nobody thinks ol^ pro- 
testing. I propose, then, to draw 3^ar attention 
to the internal poUtics of these republics, and 
to the relalkm which subsist among thenselves. 
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X,£1T£R SECOND. 

Geksral Vibw — Orioik akd History of Par- 
ties: Fundamental PrindpUs of the Govern^ 
menti Federalist and Democrat; Form of the 
Qowmment; First Congress; Senate and House 
of Representatives, the President, their res- 
pective pmvers ; P residents— WasJitngton, Adams^ 
Jefferson^ Madism; their Characters; Election 
for President: Characters of the Candidates, 
Adams, Jackson, Crawford, and Clay. 

WeseissOf near TaUahenee, ( Florida); 

Juij/ 1826. 

I HAVE said nothing in my last Letter of the 

parties which divide the republic. It is, how- 
ever, necessary that I should do so, to complete 
the general picture. If all men had the same 
tastes, and all equally well understood their 
proper interests, there would be no parties, no 
clashing, no divisions; but neither would there 
beany more alterations, diversities, or novelties; 
man transformed into a mere machine at hia 
ease, would vegetate all the same, like wlieat in 
the midst of a field. Would he be more happy ? 
Mr. Robert Owen thinks he would; and upon 
that principle establishes his new societies. For 
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my part^ I think difieroitiy: pleasure conaiBtft 
only in the aocomplMhrnent of our dedires, at 

happiness does in that of our passions; but in 
order that desires may beoome passkms^ there 
must be opposition^ without opposition, then, 
there is no happiness, no collision of opinions 
out of which the truth is ehcited. The powers 
of the miud are as different as those of the 
body. Hence it is that men vary not only in 
Iheir desires, but in the means of satisfying 
them. 

Herein is the distinction between a pwrty 

and a political interest; the one is a matter of 
fact, acknowledged by every body, the other a 
difference of opinion respecting the means of 
attaining it ; in the meantime, the blindness of 
passion is sometimes so great as to affect our 
real interest, and even ignorance makes us de- 
ceive ourselves. The inhabitants of the South, 
for instance, are in this predicament with respect 
to the tariff of duties: they m' stake their own 
interest, not through the blindness of passion, 
but through ignorance of the true principles of 
political economy. In Spain, on the contrary, 
the miserable rabble who bawl ^^Vha el tty 
absoluto I muera la nadcn must be in nothing 
short of a paroxysm of madness, on such a 
point, to mistake their true interests. 

c 
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Witk OA thm is nothiog of this ipecie» ut 
party; tfie fimdmetttel principlM tt gm&nt^ 

aunt aie fixed. By the law, the sovereignty 
is in the people; this is no more HMtter of fspe^ 

culation ; whatever abstract opinion may be 
with r^ard to this suhiecty liere it is a matter of 
feet, acknowledged by the written law of ihe 
country. The nation is free to declare its will, 
either indnridually, through the press, Scc^ or 
GoUeetiTely, by means of conventions and meet- 
ings, which every citizen has the right to conr 
toke, and which take an offieial character when 
they are coui posed of a majority. The consti- 
tution recognises the right of resistance to op* 
preasion. It is not, then, upon the Ibrm or the 
principles oi government that parties turn; it 
is principally upon the measures of administra» 
tion, and upon pubHc men. Parties emanating 
irom such differences of (^mon are favorable 
to the pnblie object; they are the winds which 
make the vessel proceed, and to which it can 
always adjust itself; other parties are currents 
which ran -it agrotmd, and hnrry it away inevi- 
tably to Its destruction. For the rest, whatever 
party fury may occasionally exist, is rendered 
harmless by the habitual attachment to govern- 
ment, which is common to everybody. At the 
last election for Ptesidenl, all the Union was 
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Split into very violent parties| the day on which 
he was eledied all these parties dteappemd, or 

rather adjourned until the next election; but it 
aeret ecenrred to any body to resist the lorms of 
the constitatioiiy although the soecesslal ean* 
didate bad decidedly a majority against iiiui. 
i htm seen in the country places rery ttiiiniHii<- 
ons elections, drunken people, boxinpr, &c. ; 
but I have never seen the lea^t attempt to 
nolaie the 8iiffrage4>ox, or the freedom of the 
voters. 

A party doeanot consist only in a difTereace 
of opinion upon an isolated measure; it*is a 
body of men having one political code^ accord- 
ing to whi^ they jndge of men and measures^ 

and having leaders from whom they receive their 
more or less blindly. According to this 
deAnttiotty there exist only two parties in the 
United States; both of which, under changes of. 
name, are hkely to be perpetuated as long as 
tho govmnmt: these are the Federalists and 
the Democrats. To comprehend their history, 
it is necessary to revert to their origin; and to 
explain their principles, a brief sketch of the 
oom{dicated plan of our constitution will be an 
asmstance. 

When the English colonies, which had made 
ao many sacrifices daring the war with FraneOi 

c2 
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and bhowa so lively aa attachment to the mo- 
ther couBttry, were forced to have recourse to 
arms to resist the tyranny of George the Third 
and his venal Parliameat, nobody entertained a 
thou^tof independeiice; very few men fore- 
saw it, and the mass ol tlie people were op- 
posed to it: Washington himaelt^ at the begin* 
ning> had no idea of such a thing. Thecolonia9 
at that time formed thirteen governments, per* 
fectly unconnected with each other, having all 
a iepresent;iti\ c constitution, unci receiving go- 
vemora from England. A common interest in- 
dnced them to form a Congress^ compoied of 
plenipotentiaries of sovereign States, When 
this Ck>ngress proclaimed the independence of 
the colonies, there waa still no question of any 
compact among them : it was simply an alliance 
against a common enemy. In 1778 these States 

formed a Confedcialiun, which was far from 
being as close as the Germanic Confederation, 
A Coi^ress, composed of ddegates, deeted in 
each State, in a different manner, voting by 
States, represented during the recess by a com* 
mittee of the States, had the power to make 
peace or declare war, to assess among the States 
the contingents of men and mon|^- tO' contract 
debts, to settle a federal coinage, to* establish 
the post, to create courts of Admiralty, and, in 
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IBney to dedde differences among the States. 

The States^ on their side^ renounced^ in time of 
peace, the priyilege of raising land and sea 
forces for their own account, bnt nominated 
officers for their own contingent; they re- 
nounced treating among themselTes excsfit 
throut^h Conoiress ; the citizens of one State 
became entitled to enjoy in all the others the 
same rights as the citirens of the particular 
State in which they might originate; the 
States retained the power of regulating internal 
commerce; and, in general, all other sovereign 
rights not expreesly delegated to Congress. 
These articles were not ratified until 1781, and 
m lull rigour until 1787. It is easy to perceive 
ihe weakness of this compact, and that anarchy 
and probably war between the States would be 
very possible conse<^ui nc es, A new consti- 
tutioa was proposed, and, after much opposition, 
was at last adopted and ratitied by the States ; 
and, with some sUght amendments, it contmues 
still to goyem us. The history of erery fede- 
rative government has demonstrated the feel^e- 
ness of the authority which is compelled to 
have recourse to other governments. To re- 
medy this inconvenience, it was determmed to 
hmst the federal governm ent with power to 
address itself duectiy to individuals, and to 
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ciMupel tbeir obedience* To th^ eiad, juaUer» 
of govenunent were dmded into two ckasea: 
objects of geueral aud objects of private interest. 
War and peace^ the army and navy, foreign 
eommerce, the post and the mint, belong ex* 
dusively to the federal goverujueut. The civil 
and criminal lawa^ as well as the internal ad- 

miuistratioii, were preserved Lu the States. The 
army was rendered iudependent of them; they 
had no iaoger a contingent to furnish; but the 
federal government might raise troops at will. 
It was rendered equally independent of the 
States for its expenses by the creation of a na- 
tional treasury, and the power to raise contri- 
butions. A judicial federal po«%r was ioMi* 
tuted to take cogiixz^aiice of cases between fo- 
reigners and citixeosi between citizens of differ- 
ent States, between States, and of cases in which 
the United States are party. The Admiralty 
jurisdiction was given to it«* 

This reform in the powers of Congress ren- 
dered necessary another m its Ibrm* Whilst it 
had no authority bat over the governments of 

* The State of New York fast tXmja contested the ezctu- 

svfe edminihy jarisdiction of die courts of the United 
States; but it seems tliat Uie constitution is clear upon that 
poiaU 1 or the lest, this diiexe&ce of opinion )m mt 
heea decided* 
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the States^ it might be compoaed only of plea»> 

poteiitiaries ; but when its power extended to 
individofdsy it wes neceeMry thtt they ahould 

be represented there. Hence the institution of 
two Cbambers^ tlie Senate and the House of 
RepiesetttatiTea. Tha fixmar is composed of 
two members from each State, whatever may be 
its populattoa* They are appointed for six yean 
bytbteState-legislatuvey and reoeive instraetions 
The latter is composed of deputies of tiiepeopie 
of the United States^ divided into dectioneeriag 
districts, cacli coiujiiising a population of forty 
thousand souls; they are not subject to any 
instruetioiis, and their functions last two years. 
In both Chambers the votes are individual. 
The concurrence of both is necessaiy to the 
passing of a law. 

The executive power resides m the President, 
who is elected for four years, and in the Senate 
which raliiies treaties, consents to and advises 
peace and war, and the nomination to the various 
gOTenunent o£Bices* 

The judicial power is couiided to a supreme 
court, to circuit courts, and to distiiet couits. 

You see from this relation that every citisimi 
exerts an intiuence on three perfectly distinct 
powers, and is represented three times, or in 
three ways: as a citizen of the Umled States in 
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the Hoase of RepresentatiyeBi as a citizen of 
his particular State in its own legislature as a 
member of the Confederatioii asd part of a 

sovereion State n\ the federal Senate. The 
CoDgreMy then, is c(»nposed of two elementa^ 
the one repalsivey the other attractive. The . 
^eixate represents the individual interests of the 
separate States, the House of RepreaentatiTeB 
the interests of the people in general, or of the 
citizens of the Umon. From tius order of 
things, extremely compUcated, but entirely new, 
is produced a system of balance and counter- 
poise infinitely superior to anything which 
before existed. The strength of this goTem- 
ment is incalculai jle. It is so constructed as to 
be sensible to the least breath of public opinion, 
and is powerless in opposition to it. 

This government was very imperfectly under- 
stood at the time of its introduction, and ite 
enemies were numerous until experience had 
confirmed its solidity. Those who were in fhvor 
of the constitution took the name of Federalists, 
their opponents that of Democrats. The Fede- 
ralists of that time conristed, Istly, of people of 
enlarged views, (when Washington was their 
chief,) desirous of rendering the U nion of the 
States perpetual; 2dly, of people who found the 
small States too circumscnbed a theatre ibr 
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their ambition; 3dly, of a remnant of the tory 
or aristocratic party^ who saw ia the adoplioo 
of this constitutioii a great step gained towaide 
a monarchy, or a re-union with England. This 
last diyiiMm of the Fedendiat party wae^ for a 
long timei at tke bead of it^ but ithaanowooiiH- 
pktely disappeared. The Democratic party 
was compoaed, ^s%9 of geaaine republieiiii, 

intoxicated with tlie nionu'utarv tiiuuiph which 
the peace had just given them over England, 
aad much too eonfident in the strength of the 
separate States; 26\yf of some ambitious men 
who, having figured in their own State, antict* 
pated that they should be eclipsed on a new 
theatre m which they did not feel themselves 
suffidently powerful to appear; 3dly, of some 
sensible people upon whom the fear of a mo- 
narchy was stronger than that of a division 
the Unioa. 

At that tame the French revolution was ex* 
tending its benefits and its ravages over all 
continental Europe* England, unable to sub> 

due it, calumniated it in its newspapers, which 
where the only ones read here, owing to the 

identity of the ianguage. The Federalists 
compared the Democrats to the Jacobins, and 
pfognoaticated the same anarchy if they 
triumphed; whilst the Democrats called the 

c3 
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Federalists agents of England, enemies of na- 
tioiial independency afnlocmU» &c. This first 
division continued and created a Frenoli and an 
fioglisb party, which lasted duhng the govern- 
ment of Bonaparte. At this time, these parties 
(who were only Federalists and Democrats 
disguised under other names) played a part 
more demdedly national, by means of the con- 
tine a tai syBteai, the effects of which were teit 
even by us. The inhabitants of the sea^ports^ 
and all that I have described to you as consti* 
tutmg tlie commercial interest, here, as was the 
ease in Europe, became anti-Fiench, and, cen^ 

soq neatly , Eaglish aad Federalists. Those, 
on the contrary, who thought like Je^soa and 
Patrick Henry, considering the great towns as 
the ulcers of the republics, were confirmed in 
their princiides. 

The restrictions on commerce caused a general 
irritation, which was increased by the arbitrary 
measures of England; people began to foresee 
a war. The Federalists feared it, aiid opposed 
themselyes to it, whether because they thought 
that it would enfeeble the federal government^ 
or because they did not like the idea of uniting 
with France against England, or» in shorty 
because it appeared to them that commerce 
would suher ^UU more by a war, ^ea of shoirt 
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liui atioa, than by the shackles imposed on it 
by the belligereiit poweis of Europe. The 
IDemocmiBf on the other hend, eaw in the war 
a idir chance of the States regaming their pri- 
mitiTe independeacey and of humbliiig Eagknd. 
Full of a noble national spirit, they dared to 
flAtter themselves with saccess in so uoequai a 
siniggie. Events thus gare birth to two new 
parties, those of war and peace, which were 
fttiU hut the old purtiei conodeced under a 
different point of view* 

Washington was elected president at the 
time of the aeceptsnce of the oonetitntion. 
He was one of the first to recommend an union 
as close as poflftible among the States; and 
nkhough he wis too wise and too firm to 

become cither the chief or the tool of a party, iu; 

was geneiaUy thought to fiiYor the principles of 
the Fedeiuliits* His firmness towards the 
ambassador of the Fi-ench republic confirmed 
this opinion* To his administration succeeded 
that of Mr. Adams^ who was all Ibglish^ all 
tory; and became so unpopular, that he could 
notgetre^leeted* The excess of his Federalism 
turned the scale lu favor of the Democrats, who 
elected Mr. Jeiierson. Without possessing^ to 
speak fiuily^ talents so superior as have been 
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repfienied, he wtm a pUIoioplier^ a tdb^ihiri 

and au amiable man* 
Never did anybody tender himeelf ao pofmlary 

and luiderstaiid so well how to organize a party. 

waA 80 much master of his owd, that, what* 
efer meMMire the admimstratkm propoiedy took 
immediately the uame of Democrat, and was 
carried by that party/ We had, daring hie 
preeideney, an opposition party, who, as in 
England, blindly opposed the admimt»tration^ 
and called itself Federalist* 

Mr. James Madison, who had commenced 
his career with the Federalists, but who atter- 
wards occupied a distinguished rank in the 
other party, succeeded Jeifeison in the presi- 
dency and in hts influence or^ his party* He 
declared war. Thn measure occasioned a 
schism in the Federalist party, and soon aiter 
its apparent destruction^ and the aband<mmeat 
of the name. I have stutcd tiiat some of the 
Federalists were repubhcans and patriots, whilst 
others were aristoCFats and English. The for- 
mer resided principally in the south, the latter 
in the north and east. Both opposed going to- 
wer as strongly as they ecmld^ but no sooner 
was it declared, than the former joined the 
army, and shed their Wood for the common- 
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cause^ whilst the others opposed themselvet to 
every deiemive meaaure* 

PartieSr aft tkk epooh, wete to befiHtnd meting 
in perfect opposition to their pniiciples. But 
for the idolatry of the Demociata to ieSenoUf 
and the ezcittiiieiit ot paaaioO) the eonatitatioii 
would probably have suffered by war ; but this 
W9B, in pdnt of &ct, what comolidated it for 
ever. The Democrats^ in spite of their mis* 
trust ot the Federal govenunenty voted an army 
of one hundred thouaand men^ and some dinot 

coutiibuUons, (which they considered as uncon- 
atiiattonai and impolitic in the general govern* 
mant;) they restored the navy, which Mr* 
Jefferson had auuihiiated^ and by their confix 
dencein the adminiatratimi increased its cnesgy 
toifold, by patting the militia in motion, in all die 
States in which they were masters* The Fede- 
ralists, on the contrary, threw every obelaele in 
the way of government. The governor of Con- 
necticut refused to call out the militia upon the 
demand of the President* In short, after two 
untbrtuuate campaigns, chiefly through the fault 
of those in the north, deputies from the diffisient 
States of New England assembled at Hartford, 
to consult on the means of putting an end to this 
unnatural war, (as the partisans of En^^aod called 
it,X This couventioa was secret; it sent a deputa- 
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lion to Wtthingtoii; but it wrrived just st tli6iiiCH> 

meat of peace^ and therefim made no communi* 
oitiott. This ooaventMNi ha* been muaed of 

desirincr to separate the New England 8tat^ 
from the liuioa; but, as its deliberations wei-e 
mmf , notlimg certnm can be affirmed im that 

point; and 1 wish, for the credit of those gen- 
tlemen, thai It may not ha^e been so, aUhongh 
I havesome doabt on the sabject 

If the war had not always been very success- 
fill, nothing could be more glorioua than tke 
peace hj which it was followed* It sealed the 
triumph oi the Democratical paity. That party 
had sttoeeeded beyrad its most sanguine hopea^ 
and made the most of victory. The Federalists 
who todL part in the war, renoimoed a name 
now beeome odtons, and it ceased to be applied 
except to the members of the convention at 
Hartford and their partisans, byway of lepioach. 
AH the newspapers, all the speeches, &c. pro- 
claimed the cessation, the triumph, or the 
reeonoiliation of parties, each acoording to his 
colour j but it was well understood that party 
existed no longer* All irritation disappeared, 
and the ^ery names wese forgotten except in 
election disputes. 

Ton will not ftdl to see, however, that these 
two parties, (in the primitive sense of their ap- 
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p iica t ioiis ^ cUveftted of all accidentai circvni- 
•tenociy) aie the eiatfkoe of gomnneiiti And 

under different names ouglit to be perpetuated. 
Tbey aerre as counterpoises to eftch otbar, and 
pg < Mi e f re the govemnient in a ri^t nrtdiuau A 
single observation will suffice to dissipate auy 
feais that may be entertained of their fatnre 
influence; it is that ndither of them desire to 
alter the constitution^ but both have a whole- 
sone feat of its destruction; the one through 
the encroachments of the Federal government, 
the other through those oi the goveounonts of 
the States. They are two ngilant centinels^ 
whose object is negative and preventive. 

It seems that at thepcesentsessicnof CongiMs 
tliese two parties are to appear divested of all 
extemai. oruainent* The treaty of Georgia, with 
the Creeks, and the intenial improvements'* 

question, will probably give rise to adivibioii. I 

shall apprise you of what passes* 
Yon have no douht seen that the newspapers 

make a great deal of noise about the last election 
fiNT President, and I have no doubt that many 
persons in Europe have expected that a civil 
war was oa the point of breaking out. ^ othing 
could be moie ridiculous than such a notion; 
the parties of whom I am about to speak svere 
nothing of importance^ all, the irhtation arose 
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out of the personal opinioud which each peifftou 
entertained of the eandidatet. It is true that a 

remnant of the Federal party bestirred themselves 
in favour of Mn.Adain$| whiki the opposite 
opinion, the Democratic, waa divided betmeu 
his three rivals. The local, or sectiouctl teelings, 
enieied greatly into thia Election. All the east 
voted for Mr. Adams, whilst the west was divided 
between Jackson and Clay: Georgia was for 
Crawford* If you would know the history of 
it, here it is. First of all you should know that 
the manner of electing the President differs in 
the dtfierent States. Each State sends a num- 
ber of electors equal to its delegation to Congress; 
they vote individually; but in some states the 
people vote fbt all their electors together, which 
is called eiecticoi by General Ticket; in others, 
the peo|4e are divided into districts^ each of 
which nominates an elector, this is called voting 
by District ; in others, the electors are nominated 
by the legislature. If none of the candidates 
have one more than halt of the votes, the election 
devolves upon the House of Representatives, 
who are obliged to choose out of three candidates 
who have the most voices in voting by State. 

Four candidates offered themselves, all men 
of considerable talent, but whose merit was 
differently estimated by every one: some ex* 
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siting them to the skieBy othem eilumnuUing 

them without measure. Here are their names 
and their titles to recommendatkm: 

Ist, John Quincy Ad«iii% of MassaehnBetff, 
son of the Ibi mer President. The greater part 
of his life has been passed in pubUc employ* 
ments, but always out ut the United States. 
He has been professor of Belles Letters, and is 
altogether a literary man. He was always of 
the Federal paity, until lately that he has been 
endeavouringto depreciate it. He is remarii:able 
for his style, and his reserved and diplomatic 
manners; and is ot the school that believes it 
is necessary to deceive the people, in older i6 
govern them. At the time uf the election he 
was Secretary of State* 

2d, Andrew Jackson, of T e n n es see ; educated 
for the bar, where he distinguished himself : at 
4he commencement of the last war, he headed 
some militia^ and displayed great military talents 
against the Indians* Appomted to the conunand 
of the army, he gained the fimions victory of 
New Orleans, and saved, by his civil no less 
than his military talents, all the west frc»n in- 
vasion. He has always been a Democrat; he 
is distinguished by his austere Republicanism, 
bis conrage, the clearness of his views, his np- 
rightness, probity, and purity, above all sna«- 
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picioii. At the time of tha eleetioa, h» wa« 

member of (Jougress tor the State of Tennessee* 
3d| W. H. Craw&Npdy of Georgia; his caceer 
has been chiefly legielative and diplomatic j he 
htA been ambassador to France. He too lias 
alwm3rBbe6n ademocni; if he iaremaikaUefbr 
anything, it is for a turbulent spirit of intrigue 
iBftd oonruptaoii. He was Secretary of the Tiea- 
aury at the time of the electknii and he ie ie» 
ported to have made the influence which that 
office gave him ftubaerrieat to his private views. 

4th, Henry Clay, of Kentucky; his career 
haa been legislative; he was one of the plenipo- 
tentiariee to Oheat* He ia distinguished by 
his eloquence, his addressj his talents as a lawyer, 
and his personal amiability. He was Speaker 
of the House of Repfesentativesiy and pMwassed 
great iiiiiuence among them. 

Jackson lost the election by very few votes; 
Adams followed him at a distance ; and Crawford 
ibliowed cloee upon Adams. The House had 
then to choose ont of these three Candidates. 
Their respective strength in the House^ where 
the vote is taken by States^ was fiMind pretty 
nearly equal, and the election depended upon 
the part which the iriends of Clay would take. 
They sided with Adams. Public opinion loudly 
denounced this election, for jacL»on iiad uiv- 
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questionably a very considerable majority over 
eilber of his oempetitois. The iMbm ttw»ngto 
that its will (^uld have been law to its repre^ 
fentativeft. The clamour redoubled whan^ as 
die fint set of biis administnUMMi, the nsfw 
President appointed Mr. Clay Secretaiy of 
8tftte* From ooe end of the UmoQ to the 
other were to be heard cries of soandal, eami]»> 
tioQ, and venality. These reports were perhaps 
enggeratedt bat theproofii of an odious baigaai 

seem to me too clear to be rejected. 

In £uropey what would have beea the ooor 
eequesQces of sneh an deetiooy in iriueh the 
choice of the people had been defeated by in- 
trigue and the most shameful comiptioa? A 
ctfil war would ha^re taken place, and during 
F ome years there would have been two Presidents* 
Her^ there was nothing of the sort. Everybody 
isubmitted to tlic law, promisinor himself to take 
care not to be duped at the next election. There 
cannot be a more majestic spectacle than thftt 
of a nation submitting with dignified silence 
under the yoke of laws of its own ordaining. 
Although the presentPresident is, in my opinion, 
the worst choice which the representativei^ 
could have made, and although I do not expect 
anything great ti oni the present administration, 
1 think, however, that this example of submissicNa 



I 

Digitized by Google 



44 



SKETCH OF THE 



to the law, will have the happiest effect on the 
futare. Public opinion, moreover, is so stroi^ 
here, that, whatever may be the administration, 
it is carried along with it; and if it does not do 
good, it cannot do any barm* Would not such 
a state of things be desirable every whei e ?* 

I foi^ot to tell you that on the 18th of January 
we laki, at Tallahassee, the first stone of the 
future capital. A year ago, this was but a 
forest; now there are more than a hundred 
houses, two hundred inhabitants, and a news- 
paper. On thiis occasion an excellent oration 
was deUveied, and there was a dinner of fifty 
persons. Is not this magic? 

* Die parties a^ic^tinied after the electjon nl Mr. Adams 
by the House of Representatives, and at the next electioii 

Andrew Jackson was elected by an immaise majority. He 
is the actual I'le^idcot, and althougli his administiauoa has 
not come up to the idea his friends had formed of it, it is 
probable that he will be reelected for another teim of lour 
yean. 
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UETTER TliUtD. 

♦ 

DfiscaiFTiON OF THE New Settlements,— ITto 
is meant by a Terriiary ; Indian Tradm, (white 
men) ; Indians ; Squatters, their habits and cha- 
racters ; Nature of the Country; Formation of 
the Territorial Oovemment ; Sales of Public 
Landsy preparatory proceeding general bustle ^ 
the auction-day a day of great interest , results 
of the sale ; New Residents ; a Post-office estU" 
hlished; increased Facilities and Comforts ; New 
Plantation ; First Court of Justice, singular 
arrangements i Office of Delegate; A Countrj^ 
Election f mode of conducting t#, its hnmaurs assd 
oddities ; Situation of the New Planter ; Supplies 
from the North; Lawyers, Pettifoggers, Job- 
bers, their manoeuvres: Celebration of Holidays f 
a Barbecue, a Ball, the band; Session of the 
Legislature ; The Territory becomes a State ; 
concluding Remarhs. 

Lipona; July, 1826. 

Yot) ask me wlutt is meant by a territory? a 
question, though not very easy, I will however 
attempt to answer. 

The picture I am about to bring before you 

will reiiiuid you of those heterogeneous beings 
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Spoken of in the Greek fables; you will behold 
a new Proteus eontinnally changing form under 
my pencil. May the copy po^&ess in some de- 
gree the interest of the originaL 

It is notbini:: less than the birth of a nation, 
and the histocy of its progress to maturity^ that 
I am going to sketch to yon* Do not smile,— 
you will see it in a dozen years raise itself 
gndnaUy from barbarism and ignoraacei to 
Ae summit of civiUsatioii. This is a miracle, 
of which twelve States present the confirmation; 
and, at this moment, three in£uit States, which 
are yet as it were upon the stocks, afford us the 
opportunity oi observing the fHTOcess* of this 
transfimnatioii, and of taking nature in the act. 
Here we see pass under our eyes, and may 
study, what historians represent to us as the 
labour of ages. These countries resemble the 
enchanted gardens of Armida; — people and 
nations multiply in an eternal spring : 

£ menUe spunta Tun, Taltro matunu 

Ta80O. 

You have no doubt been struck, on looking 

over a map of the United States, with the small 
proportion which the States occupy. Did you 
ever ask yourself by what process these immense 
countries, which belong to the Confederation, 
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anpaopM end goftrnfid? 1 «iUeiidem«rto 

tell you. Without entering into a history of 
ftny particular territory^ my rektm ma^ gerre 
as generally applieabla to them alL 

The liidiaas occupy the space beyoud the 
limits of tha States, and even wtthm nmy 
fanxb, whiehy either wilfingly or otherwise, the 
Confederatioa give up to them by hUie and 
little. When i atpeak of Indiana^ I must not be 
understood precisely to mean savages. It is 
here indeed that the wonderiul piocess of 
oivilizatijCMi eommenees: many natioiis or tribes 
to the west of the MiBsouri^ who have oerer 
seen a white man, nor had diieet inter o o mae 
with htm, are, without donbt, savages; but tbe 
Creek, or the Cherokee, enclosed in the midst 
of eivtiiaation, cultivating bis lands, having 
organised a representative government, and 
established schools, is more civiUzed than the 
Irish or Austrian peasant. 

A wiiite man arrives among a nation^ still 
entirely savage, and living in ail the baibariara 
and pride of ignorance and anarchy ; this man 
is in general what is called an Indian trader. An 
intrepid hunter, a shameless cheat, he under^ 
takes the perilous trade of going across coun- 
tries, and through unkuowa dangers, to sell to 
the Indians, powder, arms, coarse stnfis, but 



SKETCH Of THfi 

partkularly whiskey, in exchange Cor skiiiB* 
They hi general settle apon some nayigable 

riveri at the extreme circumference of civiU- 
zation. These white men nsuaiiy live with 
Indian women, who serve them as interpreters. 
Every year they come mto some lai'ge town to 
supply themselTes with prcmaicms, and are for 
a long time the sole medium of communication 
between the man of their eolonr^ and the red 
man. Very soon the Indians not only accus- 
tom themselves to the conveniences of hfe, but 
cait no longer do without them ; and» instead of 

hunting, as Ibnuerly; tor tlioir means of subsist- 
ence, they now do so chieiiy with a view to pro- 
fitable traffic* Thus is the first degree of civili- 
sation established. ' 

Ontheother handy the American hunter forms 
a class as enterprising as intrepid. The return 
of an Indian trader, with a rich booty^ brought 
from a yet unexplored region^ m which he has 
found the chase abundant, the earth fertile, the 
water salubrious, very soon causes an emigration 
of men of a like sort. How shall I describe 
them to you, alter Cooper, in his Pioneers, 
and the Last of the Mohicans 1 They are 
inimitable. I refer you to those two romances : 
there you will see that they adopt the life of 
the savage more from inclination than necessity, 
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and that they unite to his address, his patience, 
and his daring courage, the softness and huma- 
nity of the white man. It is by them the know- 
ledge of the new countries ib tirst gained ; they 
explore every part of them, and spread repcorte 
more or less exaggemted. 

The Indian, meanwhile, dues not remain 
stationary. He can no longer do without a 
gun, some powder, liquors, and blankets; he 
settles himself near some dealer, and begins to 
buy horses and cattle. The introduction of 
tools offers him the facility of building excellent 
huts; the women (squaws) begin to clear all 
the ground adjacent, and to plant a little mabe 
and tobacco; in short, Indian villages spring 
up in the desert. The Indian trader does good 
business; other dealers follow him; the country 
becomes iiiuudated with hunters; they mix 
with the Indiansi and are not long without 
having some dispute with them. It is generally 
ou occasion of one of these disputes, which 
^almost always terminate in war, that the go* 
vernment of the Union interferes for the first 
time. The Indians kill the whites whom they 
meet, and sometimes even advance into the 
midst of the settlements, and massacre women 
and children. The hunters, on their side, con- 
tinue the war vrith no less ardour, and are not 
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long before they receive the assistance of 
«ame troops at the line, or of the miiitia of a 
neighbooriiig State. The Induwa are^irfeated^ 
their huts burnt, their cattle destroyed, and 
hostilities tenniuale witha treaty of peaoe^ after 
they have been taught to appreoiale the power 
of the United States. 

The Indians select chirfs, who assemble upca 
some central spot, where they find prepared to 
meet Uiem, comraissiooers from tl^ United 
States. There they haye a talkf or conference. 
The articles of the treaty are in general the 
following: Ist^ the Indians renounce the greater 
and more fertile part of their lands, and the 
government^ under the name of reserve, guaran- 
tees to them such part of it as it thinks pioper. 
2d, the United States pay to them an amMiity, 
part in cattle^ tools, agricultural implements, 
and proyisions, and part in mon^. 24, the 
United States establish near the nation an 
agent, without whose permission no white can 
trade, nor even pass the irontier* 4th, thai 
Indians also are not to pass their limits without 
a passport irom the agent* 5th, it is to him 
that both the Indians and the whites miet carry 
any complaints they may have to make against 
each other, and he is to see justice done b otw a a a 
them. 6thly, the United States establish an 
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a schoolmaster, for the use of the nation. 7thly^ 
if the cvoifB have been destvoyed, the United 
States allcMr latkm until the next season* 
fiome of these reserves are still fouixi in the old 
JStetse^aademiinlfewfingjiaQd* Tbus packed 
tfc, the Indians apply themselves to agriculture. 
In some instances m the south they liave pros* 
pered^ and are beoome civilised; bat, in geneial, 
ihey have fallen into idleness uud uiisery, and 
diminished in smnb^ to a Irightfnl extent: 
aotae tribes^ once powerful, are now utterly 
extinguished. 

But let «s leave the Indians and turn to the 
white population now extended around them. 
The war which has taken place has made the 
mmtry of winch it has been the tbeatie better 
known; the government begins to take an 
interest in it, and establishes there, within 
ffsaeh of the agency hcnse, a military post coOk 
posed oi forty men^ troops of the line. 

Hie fint speeiee of settleis, or enltivatcws, 
is what we call Squatiets. These are poor 
citizens, generally not very industrious, who^ 
iMil possessing the means of baying land, live 
upon those of others, and vroik them until diey 
are expelled by the proprietors. Their poverty 
is entisefy the fruit of their idle and dnmhen 

d2 
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habits, for those among them who are indus- 
trious never fail to make a fortune. There are, 
however^ many of them who^ although Indus- 
tnous, and with the means of rapidly aug- 
meiitiug their substance, pursue this sort of life 
from choice, from taste, and, perhaps, even from 
habit. For the most part, they have a wife 
and children, some negroes, and, sometimes, 
very numerous flocks. They rarely raise two 
crops fioia the same land; on the contrary, 
they quit a district as soon as it becomes 
peopled. Under their hands the country soon 
assumes a new aspect: every seven or eigiit 
miles rise up huts, formed , from the trunks of 
trees. Iron is too dear for them to permit 
themselves the use of it ; wood, therefore, sup- 
plies its place, even for hinges and locks. One 
of these huts may easily ha coiistruetcd in two 
or three days; one may see tbem spring up like ^ 
mushrooms. More than once when on horse- 
back in the woods, in search of my horses or 
strayed oxen, I have met in the very midst of 
the forest, a cart loaded with household furni- 
ture and children, and one or two men escorting 
about thirty cows and hbg8« After the ques- 
tions. Where do you come from? Where are yqu 
going? which are always cordially answered, 
the head of the family has asked me some 
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details relative to the country, and requested 
me to direct him to the creek, or the nearest 
spring. A week after I haye been astcmished 
to see a good. hut tiiere, a field of cattle, and 
some poultry; the wife spmuing cotton, the 
husband, destroying trees by making a circular 
incision in them, called a girdle, —in short, set- 
tling their household gods without making any 
inquiry as to whom the land belonged. Fre- 
quently, also, I have seen them, after a few 
days' sojourn, abandon their dwelling for the 
slightest cause, and transport themselves — Ood 
knows where. This population of Squatters is 
sometimes very numerous; it attracts the spe- 
culator in cattle and the pedlars, a sort of tra- 
velling packs, who do not difier from those of 
Europe, except that their shop is in a cart* 

Among these first settlers, of whom some are 
destined to make large fortunes, whilst others 
continue always wandering, there exists no form 
of government; every dispute is amicably ter- 
minated by the fist. As they live out of the 
United States, they have neither election nor 
pohtics; the land or the houses have, in their 
eyes, but a secondary value; they attach the 
idea of property only to the cattle ; each of these 
has its mark; and if any are stolen, he assem- 
bles his neighbours, and, the proofs in hand. 
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tliey go together, to the thief^ and triharwafaii? to 

him a puuibbineut more or less severe. Accord- 
ing to ibwnoralily, eowatealinguithe gmtest 
crime ; no laws yet exist; wmi, in the meantime^ 
the population increases in a way to make Mr» 
MakhiiB and his friende tremUe for the con- 
sequences; religion is limited to the observ ance 
of Sunday, and to going to hear soine wild 
Methodisty wandered mto a coimtiy which be 
soon abandona, as too poor and too laborious 
to work upon. 

Around the huts which I have desGribed, the 
eye open& upon irregular fields; the trees are 
still atandingy but dead; |nrop8 of cleft wood 
sunound them. Nuiiicrous pathways, well 

upon the barks of the 
treee^ lead fiom one hut to another , and aene 
cart-roads wind across the forest in the shade of 
the old trees. 

In the meantime the eyes of the enterprising 
citizens of the neighbouring States are opened 
upon this rich booty; some of them go to look 
at it; it is mentioned at Congress. Government 
proposes to form into a t^ritory the space 
between such and such limits; a bill defines the 
form of the territorial government; in this first 
stage it is as follows: Istly, the execatirs 
power is vested in a governor, appointed by 
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ibjfi Preaicb&t of the United iStates for a ^Md 
number of 3r«are* HeappojntototheterritoMl 
officer, and has the power of paidoiiing offences 
agaioat tb« tmntUaj, and of delay when the 
ofimee is agawst the United States: he ia 
aaaiated hy a Secretary of State, who is ako 
TKpmimt. 2dly, the legiibtiTe power is in a 
council, composed of twelve members appointed 
every year by the Pr^udent of the United 
StnteSb They ha^ a genetal power of making 
laws, which must, iiowever, be sanctioned by 
the QoYemor^ and may be rejected by Con 
3dly> the judicial power consists of a judge for 
every district into which a territory may be 
divided; he unites the jurisdiction of the United 
States and of the territory. 4thly, a delegate 
ia avei^ two years elected by the nation in 
represent it at Congress, where, however, he 

has no vote. Tims is completed tins very simple 
gK^YSsnment^ wiueh I must now show in action. 

The seeond step, which generally follows 
veiy closely the creation of a territorial govern- 
ment^ is the eateblishment of a land district. 
I have already said that all the racant lands 
belong to the United States; the question is 
how to sell themu In all the Stetes which bsm 
been admitted into the Union, this rule does 
not hold good; at Kentucky there existed land 
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waxrauts from the State of Virgiiua, to whicb 
the country originally bdonged^ In 
and in Florida^ concessions of land made by the 
old governments, and the rights acquired by the 
old inhabitants^ from ml or pret^Mled pnrchasea 
from the ludiiAiis, occasionally produce a per- 
plexity as to titles, which it is sometimes found' 
impossible to adjust. For Ais purpose, recourse 
is generally had to an administrative commissi on, 
wfaoy without deciding upon the conflicting 
claims of individuals, confines itself to separur 
ting the alienated lands from tbo&c remaining 
in the power of the United States: it is only of 
those of thia latter species that I now propose 
to speak. 

There exists at Washington a department 

for the public lands, in correspondence with 
the different districts into which the country is 
divided. When it is proposed to create a new 
district, this department assigns the external 
limits, and, in general, a central spot destined 
for the buildinof of a city, probably the future 
capital of the State. A Surveyor-General is 
appointed; he removes with his family and 
assibtants to the starting place; from this point, 
with the assistance of the compass, the sur^ 
veyors begin by sketching the base and meridian, 
goiog north and south, east and west, in a direct 
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Kne, acroflB woods^ marshes, riverB, See,; tlie 

line is marked upon the trees, on each side of 
ihe chain, in such a way, aa to make it easy to 
follow. Every six miles tlie surveyors fix a 
post; from these posts other lines are drawn 
parallel to the base and meridian, which divide 
the country into squares of six miles. Each oi' 
these squares is called a township, and is num- 
bered according to its position ; each township 
is afterwards divided into squares of one mile, 
by lines traced upon the trees, in the same 
manner bul wiili dilferent marks; these second 
divisions, called sections, contain six hundred 
and forty acres, and are diyided by imaginary 
lines into eighths, of eighty acres each. The 
(lections and eighths are numbered in each town- 
ship, and these numbers are indicated upon the 
posts iound at the corners, so that on meeting 
with a luie in the midst of the woods, and fol- 
lowing it to the corner, one knows where one 
is."*^ One provision is very important; the sec- 
tion No* 16 of e^ch township is appropriated 
to defray public education, and canuot be sold. 
This operation gives employment to many 
people, the Surveyor-General usually making 

• For instance, the house froin winch I write is situated, 
eastern half of the S. £. quarter of secUun 8, township 1, 
nmge 3, S* £• fiora TaUabassee* 

B3 
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no ranch work an he may think propw. The 

maximum price iaxed by the law k ibur dollaia 
per ordimtry mile^ which 10 w»t teamachy if one 
considers t luit each surveyor must have six or 
seven men with him t4> asaifit huu« 

While tbeie geodnlical opemtioDe are takinj^ 
place, the government gets organised; the 
goreroor, generaUy a distiiigaiahed man^ wad 
intending to settle in the territory, arnTCs with 
his family and n^roes* The judges amve in 
their tarn; the lawyen fUlow them^ with what 
Figaro calls " all the ravenous law-shops of the 
eounirj/^* AU theae official peraoDs have faad-' 
Gee and friende who ceme to settle. The legi»- 
iature assembles in the middle of a wood; a 
ki^ut ia eieeted^ a littib kiger^ but as rudely 
constructed as usual; and there the rustic 
assembly sits with as much digmty, and often 
with as mueh talent^ as it could do in Ae cap-- 
taL \V liat can be the subjects of legislation,, it 
will be enquiiedy in a society so new, and of 
whieh^ so to speak^ there exists bat the ftame^ 
work ; they are these : to determine a spot for 
the capital and other towns, if deemed expfr* 

dient; divide the territory into counties; organize 
the justices of peace and the superior comts;. 
* ^Tonte l*ou&g6e boutique k prod^ du pays.'^ 
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mke tMk wd eriBiuud kwt ( far this tm/mklkfj 
though held vsk tutelage to Congress, it ahpeady 
sovereign) ; in shorty to petitioa Cougress upon 
idl sahjeeti that it may deem proper. 

This first session of the council gives uu 
imiaenfie advaace to the temtory; but that 
whieh gives it body ie the sale of the puUie 
lands. The President^ when he thinks proper, 
isMea a prodamalioDy annoiuioing, that at atich 
a thne and place, certain public lands will be 
aold. A register and a receiver are appointed 
by the - Preeideiit, and the great auction day at 
length arrives, a day of the highcbt iinpoitance 
to the httle growing aociety. Immediately on 
the ismiing of the proclamation, the eoontry 
begins filling with strangers^ some seeking for 
lands to settle ill as soon as poaaible^ others for 
a son or a son-in-law ; others merely speculators, 
wiK> buy only to sell again. These all spread 
themselves over the country with their eom-> 
passes in hand, according to the marked lines, 
eiamining the landsi taking notes, keepittg pn>* 
feud silence, and avoiding cme another. Per- 
haps some of them bare bought from a surveyor 
the sapposed secret of an excellent and unknown 
section: little portable plan8,mysteriously figured , 
carcttlate privately* Nothing is talked of but 
hmds, their qualities^ probaUo prices, tec. In- 
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triguei and kxmwetf the moat unUadiuig db- 

play themselves in all Iheir kustre. 

The nsing cafiital in which tliis sale takes 
place has^ however, asaumed a forai since the 
session ui the council. A plan has been adupted ; 
the streets have been cleaned^ the lots sold on 
oredit ; a eapitol or court-house has been deeidisd 
on. A crowd of people are waituig at tlie sales, 
at the courts, at the assemblies of the legisia* 
tures. Taverns rise up, empty the greater 
part of the year^ their open walls are hlied on 
these memorable occasions beforehand. The 
cloth is laid for thirty persons. Two or three 
laige rooms, which yon would not d^gn to call 
bams, receive, in a docen beds, twice that iimn* 
bar of occupants; those who cannot find better 
room extend themselves in their bedkdothes on 

the floor. No places reserved for dining or sleep- 
ing; we are too much of republicans for that. 
Every one pays his dollar, and has a right to 
eat and sleep where he pleases, provided he 
does not disturb a former occupant. It is 
understood that a bed contains two individuals, 
and nobody is so ridiculous as to trouble himself 
about who is next to him, any more Uian in the 
pit of a theatre. 

The great day at last arrives. The crowd of 
busy and curious people is augmented; the 
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qpeeulftlory the jobber, are in motioii and ooih 
eultation. The &nner, whose object is to settle^ 
i« cakn : he haa limited his views, and hjced his 
piice* The hour appioaefaea: the poor equsllef 

vixna a'uout ilie towu- he has been labouring all 
the year that he may boy the land upon which 
hie house is Bituaied; perhaps^ for want of s 
dollar or two, it will be taken from him by 
greedy apeculator?* Anxiety and trouble are 
depicted upon his honest and wild countenance. 
A jobber accostis him, pities him, and offers to 
withdraw his pretenskme for the sum of three 
dollars; the puur siuipietou gives them to him, 
not doubting that the jobber cannot now bid 
a&^ainst him. This is what is called hxuAh- 
money. The crier puts up the lands by eighths, 
beginning by a section and township in regular 
order; the prices are different, but the sale 
always opens at one dollar twenty-hve cents per 
ai&re;* this is the lowest price at which the 
United States sell. An old ludiau village, a 
atuation f<Hr a mill, the plantation of a squatter, 
a place to which a road or a riyer leads, or 
which seems likely to become the seat of a city 
or entrepot, are so many ciieumetances which 
augment the value uf lands tenfold or more; 
.all the sales, too> being made according to lines 

* Lately reduced to 75 cents. — Tramlator. 
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ml or migiiMiy, ii ofitea iMppew 

or dwelling of a squatter is found cut in two. 
Xbeaaky and the bustle wluch it occasioos^o^ir 
tbmeimta all the kadi n qn tai ii gtl in the pi»* 
dmiatioa liave beeu ofiered; those which remain 
afker thftt in the powemon of the United Staioe 
may be entered tot 100 doUafs per eighth. 
Thoee^ theo^ who are acquainted with the good 
hmdsy and know that they are the <miy ones, do 

better to w rul till this time; for there beingf no 
competitorsy they obtain tham at a k>w price. 

And now, the salebein^ over^ the specnkton^ 
their titles in their pockets^ have returned home 
to Bee what will come of them; the plavler m 
gone to sedL his negroes and his family; the 
poor Squatter is returned to his home with a full 
haert, not having been able to lealke hm hape», 
and being obliged to go still once xaore m search 
of a §fot on whioh to aettle; it may be alse^ 
that he ie hired, as manager, to the fdanter who 
has bought his house and lands. For the res^ 
it muat be obeerred, that it ia the ^antmr^i 
interest to leare the squatter upon the land until 
he has need oi it himself, for his presence 
doaUea the value. 

Meanwhile the inhabitants of the townships, 
particttlarly the innkeepensy have made a goad 
deal of money* Instead of thdr log-honaes, ele- 
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gaut iiouses of timber-work and planks, painted 
«U soils oS cokmrn^hafe risoi^ wif by embxa^ 
mimt, m the midst of thewoods, now called a town. 

Trees are felled on all sides ; the burnt stumps 

importance of the place is sooii augmented by a 
post-office (there was none bsfone^) ud the iqbh 
deneeef a poet^nHnter^ an infrntant peraonagei 
for, in the pre^nt state of things^ the accession 
of a family, or even of an indmdoal, is not m 
matter of indifference. By this time news- 
papers are abuiidant; every one, besides a papei 
fran Waihington, <Mr fnm some Atlantio town, 
receives that of the village from which he has 
emigrated; for eveiy Tillage has its own, and 
we sbaB soon ha^e ovrs. Beriews and maga- 
sines, literary journals^ novelties of every sort, 
oome to us firom New York, Philadelphia^ and 
England, at a moderate price, and a month or 
liwo after their puUicatiw over the Atlantic* 
I had read, I ha^e no donbt. Hie last romanee 
of Sir Walter Scott before it had reached Vienna. 
Bat let us leave the dty at this point, and see 
if the country places have made progress in 
proportion. 

The planter having retamed heane, said his 

lands and house, and added to the number of 
his n»gt^p has set oat with all bdonging to 
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him I hiB goods and proTisioiis in carts, hid 

negroes on footi himself and his family in a 
wheeled carriagei or on horseback^ according to 
his circumstances. They encamp every even*^ 
ing, traverse the deceits, open ways, make 
bridges, and arrive at last upon the new pro- 
perty. The first thing to be done is to build 
huts, from the trunks of trees, for the negroes 
and the &mily; this takes two or three weeks: 
during which time they bivouac. A field is 
soon opened and planted ; but the great difficulty 
is to subsist the first year. Maize is scarce^ 
always dear, and carriage very expensive. 
Happy is the squatter who has made a good 
crop and can dispense with it, if he is near a 
planter. He gets his own price, he enters" 
his lands, becomes a planter himself, and lays 
the foundation of an mdependant fortune* 
And now, ihstead of httle irregular clearings, 
for small huts scattered among trees, we have 
great ones of fifty to a hundred acres, ibr the 
first year, surrounded with good fences or 

hedges; villages, with regulaiiy-built huts for 
the negroes, and a large log-house, containing 
three or four very convenient rooms, with 
kitchen, stable, &c. for the family. These 
buildings^ it must be admitted, look very 
miserable outside; but go in! This country is 
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the coimtry of contrasts! within this almost 
savage habitation you will find a iamily as well 
brought up, and as intelligenty ai you do in 
Boston or New York. Its manner.^ luc not 
rustic; it has left the world for a time, and is 
engaged in cteBiiag a new one around it It 
receives its lettei*s, its newspapers, and is 
acquainted with the politics of the day* In 
one of these establishments you will often meet 
with some one whose name you have been 
accustomed to read with respect in the news-* 
papers, figuring with eclat at Congress or in 
the btate legislatures. This is aome citizen 
come to lay the foundation of a new country. 
The women, in particular, support their priva- 
tions with a patience truly angeKc, soften by 
their presence the excessive wildness of the 
scene, and produce a most singular contrast. 
A planter never comes alone; he persuades some 
relatiuiL^ and friends to emigrate with him, or 
at least to come and see the country; the 
greater part of these visitors settle there* In 
the midst of tiiis infant piantation, and of this 
circle of old acquaintances, he lives happy and 
tranquil at home, and it is but seldom that 
business calls him out. 

He is, however, obliged to serve upon the 
jury, for the first court is about to sit, and the' 
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sheriff is come to sunamon him, and to dine with 
huoft, A judge axriveiy generally a man of 
Bterity but not unfreqimtlyy in this aftaia of 
society, the refuse of the other tribunals. No 
coorirhouse is yet in eodsteDce; the judge there- 
fore selects the largest room of a tareni or a 
spacious loft. I have seeu the court sitting isk 
a warehouse^ in which planka laid upoo barrda 
of pork or meal formed the seats of the audi- 
ence. A court-week is of course an occasion of 
excitement and profit for the inn-keepers. Tba 
people come in crowds from fifty miles rouad, 
^ther on business or out of curiosity. The 
efoch of tins concourse is turned to account by 
all those who iiave any thing to gain by the 
IMibUc; one offers his negro for sale; anotber 
exhibits the graces of his stallion, that he may 
attract customers; the lawyers look out for 
clients; the doctor for patients. The abenff 
opens the court and calls the causes, the noise 
ceases. Upon a couple of planks are ranged 
twenty-four freemen^ heads of fiunilies^ bouse-> 
keepers^ Ibiuuag the grand jury. What an 
assemblage! from the hunter m breeches and 
skin shirty whose beard and razor have not met 
for a month — ^the squatter in straw hat, and 
dressed in stuffs manuiactured at home by his 
frifo— the small dealer^ in all the exaggerated 
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gnocs of the comiter, sittiiig beside the hlaek- 

smith; — up to the rich planter recently arrived: 
all ranksy all pcofessioiis^, are here coulbuaded. 
gikDee is commanded* The iKwyers begin their 
pleadings with more or less talent. The judge 
make, hk ehatge with a. much dignity »i if 
be sat at Westmiiwter, and the verdicts sannir 
nothing of the whimsical appearance of the 
eonrt and the jury. In the effnmg the court 
adjourns till the next day, when the same scene 
takes place. It must be added, that the pleaders 
harangue the people ia the tsTeme upon A* 
* justice of their cause, &,c. This is also the 
moment selected by candidates for the offiee of 
delegate to present themadves to die people; 
they and their friends are busy in gaining the 
snfftages of the mnltitode by erery possible 
means of persuasion, and Bometimes of decep* 
tion. Stories of the candidates are, by turns, 
related and denied; each harangnes^orgeCs his 

friends to harangue, the people in his behalf* 
Disputes ensue and finish, in g^iieral, by boiingy 
particularly towards erening, when tmnperanoe 
Id not tlie order of the day; for each candidate 
has treated his friends. 

It is, however, in the ooontry places that an 
election should be seen. The day arrives. For 
some months previous the candaiates and their 
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friends have been in motion^ making their calls 

from habitation to habitation, tr} ing to persuaidey 
accuse, explain, 8cc. In general, the friends 
take more tronble than the candidates them- 
selves. The governor, by proclamation, iixcs 
the day, and divides the country into precincts, 
in each of which he chooses a central house, 
and appoints three election-judges. These 
three dignitaries of a day, meet on the morn- 
ing, and swear^ kissing the Bible, to conduct 
themselves with integrity, &,c. They seat them- 
selves round a table at a window. An old cigar 
box, duly patched up, with a hole in the hd, 
a sheet of paper, and a writing-desk, form the 
materials of the establishment. Every one * 
pretsents himself outside of the window, gives 
his name, which is registered upon the paper, 
deposits his ballot in a box presented to him, 
and withdraws^ if the judges doubt his quali- 
fication as to residence or age, they administer 
an oath to him. Within the room every thing 
passes in an orderly manner ; but it is not the 
same outside. The wood is socm filled with 
horses and carts. The electors arrive in troops, 
laughing and singing, often half tipsy since the 
morning, and exciting one another to support 
their fevourite candidate. They or their friends 
present themselves to the electors as they 
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arrive with ballots ready prepared, often prmied, 
and expose themselves to their jokes and 
coarseness. Every new comer is qvestioned 
about his vote^ and is received with applau^ie 
or hisses. An influential man presents himself 
to vote, declares his opinion and his reasons in 
a short speech; the tumult ceases for a moment, 
and be draws away many people after him; 
nobody ufFers to molest him. In the meaiitiuie 
the whiskey circulates; towards evening every 
body is more or less tipsy; and it is not often 
that the sovereign people abdicate their power 
vnthout a general battle, in which nobody 
knows what he is about, and in which all those 
who have managed to retain their carriage take 
good care not to embroil themselves. Every one 
goes home to sleep. The judges scrutinize the 
suiirages, and send the result to the capital. 
The next day beater and beat are as good friends 
as if nothing had happened, lor every one has 
learned, from his childhood, to submit to a 
majority. Vox popuUj vox Dei, is here an 
absolute axiom. It should be observed, that 
the public interest does not suffer from these 
tumults, because, generally, every one has made 
up his mind long before voting, and iiolds to it, 
drunk or sober. The excitement of an election 
is very soon over. Before it takes place nothing 
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else is talked of; the next day there is no more 
qoMtiM alxMii it tiian tbout the groat Mc^;iiL 

The poet of delegate is the most sought after 
of any in the territory ; for^ besides the advaatoge 
of beiiiga member of CoBgrese, of paasiog tlm 
winter in the midst of feasts and the best com- 
pany, of being personally known to tlie most 
distinguished penons in the Umon, hie infcicsies 
over the deiitinies of the territory is immense. 
Heisoonsttlted,ex-officio^ upon ail that regards 
it, and it is generally upon his presentation that 
the offices are filled. He has been making pro- 
mises to the people which he will try to fulfil. 
These will probably be roads, canals^ post-offioes, 
to change the districts of the courts, to augment 
or diminish th^ nomber, to obtain gratis publifi 
lands for the purpose of building towns, to 
erect bridgiesi to increase the number of membem 
of ihe legislature, to have such a law confirmed 
er xejected, &c. He will succeed in some of 
tfaoM objects, and fail in others; his party will 
mdeavour to justify him, the other will find 
CFeiythmg wrong he may do; and amidst this 
cesifliet of opinions, it is an even bet whether 
he will here-elected, the more so, as, daring his 
two years of ofiice, the interests of the population 
will have changed, and even the populatiiQii 
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The fttsft ]fMr die planter is prmdedbyirtiftl 

fae has brought with him; pro vib ions, tools, and 
emything he requires to clothe hia negroes; 
batitwoifaerwbeafterwards* Aasorted cargoes 
are sent from the Atlantic towns by our immense 
mm or canals; warehoaaea are eatabbahed in 
the rising towna; they yi«M large profits, for 
in them ever} thing fetches two or three times 
Ha taliie. The first things sent are prorisions, 
such as beef, pork, and salt fish, ham, butter, 
bacoDy spirita, different sorts of meal^ and sta A 
Anr die iWmily and the negrosa, cast4ron, aarfih- 
enware, saddlery, ironmongery, medecine^ &c» 
Everything is eold peUHnell in the same ahop 
by the same person. The dealer, who, i n general 
is only the co-4nterested clerk of some great 
Mnhem honae^ usually bringa with htm hia 
family, and also the graces and fashions of the 
great town from whence he comes; he dresses 
kimsdf in a most incredible style, and forms a 
perfect contrast to the rest ot the population. 
He doea in genaial very good buaineas, aldKnigh 
he is often obliged to give credit to the pkater 
amtil the next harvest. He engages almost 
always the piodactions of the country from 
whence he sets off to the north, when the first 
cargo is exhausted| and to which he returns 
with a new assortment. 
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The lawyers of every description, from the 
juns-consuit to the Qotary^ also arrive. Our 
country abounds in poor devils, without any 
pecuniary means, who, however, have received 
a sort of education* They study the law without 
external assistance, eng acred at the same time 
in some trade, or in Uie aimy, a couating-housey 
or a tavern: and as soon as they can sustain an 
examination, get themselves admitted, and live 
by it. I need not tell you how many of them 
spring from nothing. Being generally petti- 
foggers, the greater part seek to sow dissentions 
among the poor ignorant people, and involve 
them in law proceedings, during five or six 
sessions, solely to extract a few dollars. Nothing 
can be more respectable than the bar at the old 
States, but notlimg more miserable than the 
assemblage, who, in a new country, multiply 
round a court. Many of these gentry, however, 
become, through practice, very skilful in their 
profession, make money, and acquire principles 
and consideration. Some lawyer regularly edu- 
cated for his profession, however, very soon 
comes to establish himself in the counlry: he 
monopolizes the practice, and the fees; and the 
pettifoggers, thus echpsed and annihilated, are 
obliged to quit or to seek their fortune in some 
other way. 
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It IS at this period that the territory becomes 
the prey of vagabonds, bankrupts, jobbers of 
6ifery sort, who appear to meet here from every 
part of the t iuon. Beibre, the country was 
too poor, and did not offer any prey of sufficient 
importaiice ; and, at a more advanced period, 
their tricks and pretensions are seen through. 
There is, however, a species of sharpers who are 
worth a separate notice. I have mentioned that 
up to this period our territorial proprietors had 
a gr^t part of their lands conceded to them by 
the former government. Jobbers buy for a 
mere nothing the doubtful titles from the poor 
original grantees; frequently they make false 
titles, or buy lands from the Indians, wiiich is 
contrary to the law, and therefore nul« They 
get drawn out some fine well-colouied plans of 
their possessions ; and if the titles are doubtiul, 
fhey-have lawyem ready, who, after due consul* 
tation, pronounce all clear. Provided with these 
instruments of deception, they go into a country 
in which emigration is commencing, and ex- 
change their imaginary lands against any sort 
of real property. You can have no idea of the 
address and talent which some of them have 
displayed, and of the extent of their plans. 
They sometimes become powerful enough to 
.shackle the march of civilization. They gain 

B 
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much influence by tbeir iin|MMil«my aad are 

sometimes able to Gos^ol the electioiis. 

But this stale of oomiptkMi is never ef long 
duration: the population increases every day, 
society becomes formed^ and these vampires 
are obliged to withdraw. The first imdicatioQ 
of regular society is generally public holidays. 
The 4th of Jaly, the day of independence; the 
22d of Fefaraary^ the birthday of Wasbingtoii; 
the 3d of January, the battle of New Orleans; 
are so many occasions. Sometimeirbefoieapiib* 
lie meeting is convened at a tavern, and a chair- 
man and secretary (for everything is done in 
fonn,) are appointed by aedamatioQ. An orator 
proposes to celebrate the day, and gives his 
reasons; afterwaids another moves that then 
be a dinner; the proposition is discossed, and 
is opposed for want of a room large enough to 
contain those who would desire to partake of it 
Another proposes a barbecue, -^dining in the 
open air: this is supported, and carried ; anoth^, 
that a speeoh be delivered; carried also. 

Somebody proposes a ball ; but there are only 
three ladies in the town who dance. Had there 
been four, assuredly the motion would have 
passed. The meeting appoints a chairman, and 
a inawaging committee^ and separates. The 
resolutions, duly signed, are inserted in the 
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newspaper, (for already there is a weekly one,) 
to the great satisfaction of the editor-printer, 
ivbo is short of matter. On the day appointed, 
the citizens form themselves into a procession, 
and proceed to the church, or the tavern, to the 
court-house, or to a granary, according to cir- 
enmstances, and hear a speech, which is in 
general sensible and eloquent ; for I must always 
remind you of the contrast which is found here 
between the man and what surrounds him* 

From thence the meeting repairs under the 
trees, where an ox and some pigs roasted, await 
them. The expense is defrayed hy subscription, 
, and toasts are given expressive of the political 
dfimcm of tiie peo|^. The following 

there are another barbecue, speech, and ball. 
The ball is also by subscription* This time the 
court-house has been prepared for the purpose; 
the judge's bench is occupied by an old negro 
scraping the violin, accompanied by two little 
negroes playing the tambourine and triangle ; 
tallow-candles illuminate the scene; but the 
women are as pretty and as smart as at New 

York. The planter has dofied his coarse hunt- 

ing-jacket, and drawn from his trunk the blue 
frock of former times and of another country, 

and his manners are thone of the best society. 

e2 
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The defects of the music do but augment the 
mirth of the dancerB. 

In the mean time the sessions of the legisla- 
ture have been held^ and every year has wit- 
nessed an accession to its numbers. The goTem* 
ment has taken its seat; courts of justice, res- 
pectable for the talents of the judge, and of the 
bar, have been established in each counter; 
every year the number of these has been doubled. 
Taxe& upon negroes, cattle, &c. have been im- 
posed; charters of incorporation have been 
granted to different towns: the time has arrived 
to pass to the second degree of territorial go- 
vernment. This consists in giving to the people 
the election of the Council, and other privileges 
in the judicial organization, on which I cannot 
enlarge without entering into too many details 
of a technical nature. The people are not long 
before they experience the benefits of this self- 
government. Public opinion takes a decided 
character; the intriguers and sharpers reform 
or quit the country; in short, the last steps are 
made with the greatest rapidity. Emigration 
continues in geometrical progression; capital 
accumulates; a public bank is established. 
From year to year a census is ordained. 

At last the desired period arrives, in which 
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the territory counts forty thousand souls, and 
it is admitted to the rank of a-State. A coo- 
▼ention is assembled to organize its constitutuxiy 
which cousibts always ot an elective governor, 
and two legislatiTe chambers* The legislature 
sends two senators, and the people a represen- 
tative, to Washington ; and the new State begins 
to revdve in its orbit, augmenting its strength 
by such or such uu interest, and atieetmg the 
equihbrium and political balance in the senate. 

In this rapid sketch I have not spoken of 
religion, because, usually in this state of society, 
it is a disgusting imposture under the name of 
methodism, or baptism, and I care not to speai 
of it. In proportion as the people become en- 
lightened, religion, however, becomes more pure, 

and one may judge ol the progress ut civiLzatiuu 
by the estabUshment of a presbyteiian church, 
but particularly by that of an episcopal one, 
which is best of alL In the state of society 
which I have endeavoured to describe, education 
and religion are conjoined, and go hand in hand. 
Preparatory schools, in the hands or under the 
influence of the ministers, and academies in the 
' hands of some Yankees, are all whicli exist. 
But as soon as the territory becomes a State, 
and often even sooner, the sixteenth section 
becomes its property, and is available to the 
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esteUiihineDi of a pennanent Amd for pablio 

education, employed oither in detail in each 
town, or centralized in universities, colleges^ &c» 
Tliis subject is, bowoy^r, of wnfficiont impoitanoe 
to be treated of separately. 

I have only spoken of the south* I have 
mv&t travelled in the north-east parts oi the 
United States. I ima^ne, however, that mj 
desmption in great part appUoi to them also^ 
if you suppress the negroes, and suppose the 
squatters more active and industrious : religion 
alto enjoys there a moie considerable shm of 
attention ; the land speculations in the norths 
have also^ I believe, been made in a more 
liberal spirit. The speculator is not contented 
to wait the result^ but improves the lands 
by making roads, establishing fiu)toriei^ and 
farming them out to others. These variations 
are decisive, but X cannot follow them into their 
details* 

I shall conclude this sketch with one impor- 
tant refleeti<m. We have boyght Loninana of 
Franoey and Florida of Spain. These countries 
were peopled, and had laws in general so opposed 
to tiie spirit of our govenmienty that when even 
they shall have attained the necessary population 
to become States, a territorial government will 
be immedistely required to amalgamate them. 
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and break th^ aacient habits. It would not 
be the same with the Britbh possessiong upon 
the Coatinent, and in the West Indies ; they 
aie organiaed in pKmnoes which have their 
legislatures and their laws. To nnite them to 
the Union, nothing is to do but to admit and 
reeeive their senators and represMitatiYes at 
CongresB« But God preserve ub from them! 
The augmentation of infltteaoe which the 
flouthem intaest woaM receive^ would be far 
^om equalling the proportion which would 
aoeive to the north* In the present state of the 
Union, it is the only chance of dissolution which 
menacee iU In twenty yeara^ when the south 
shall have gained an ascendency sufficient to 
secure its interests from danger, tins accession 
of territory will be desirable; but much more 
i9r the subjects of his Britannic Majesty than 
for us* 
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LETTER FOURTH. 

On Slavery. — Erroneous Notions on the Subject; 
the Question argued on theprinc^le of Natural 
Right: Purehaeere at Guinea; Necessity of 
having Slaves in New Countries; Political Ad- 
nantagees Advantages to the Slaves Charaeter 
and Treatment of the Negroes; Deseriplkn of a 
Plantation; Treatment different in different 
plaou; Laws oenceming Slaverg ; FreeNegroeei 
Difficulty of the Question respecting them; 
Societies in Favour of Emancipation^ S'C; the 
Cohmzation Society; Conclusion^ 

JUpona; Ftkruary 1827. 

I AM sorry to aee that you partake of the pra- 
judice, too general in Europe, against our 
southeiu States. Like many other thmgs^ 
slavery seen from a distance has quite another 

physiognomy than when seen near. The 
severity of the law is softened by its exercise ; 
abuses destroy each other^ and thutf the horrible 
a lid monstrous m theory become frequently 
perfectly tolerable in practice. It is, then^ to 
correct your notions, and to give you a just 
idea of the condition of our negroes^ that I 
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devote the present Letter. Upou our coiuiuent 
and islands there is no subject more important; 
and I often ask myself, how does it happen 
that out of so many writers of travels in America, 
not one has given to it the attention it merits? 

You may find, indeed, in some English tiu- 
vellers, disgusting and exaggerated pictures of 
the filth of the negroes^ and the cruelty of the 
masters, but 1 defy you to show me a page of 
common sense on the subject of slavery. 

Without changing the condition of the work- 
ing classes and^ consequently, all the social 
relati<ms; without creating entirely different 
manners, and exercising the greatest influence 
over reiigi(m and education; slavery is and will 
be the grand pivot on which our internal politics 
must turn. Its influence is felt in all uur par- 
ties, even in those which seem to have the least 
connexion with if. 

I sliali not refute the gross and ridiculous 
calumnies against the slave owners; they are 
not worth the trouble. It is not sentimental 
pathos that must be opposed to the general 
practice of all ages, but sound arguments^ well 
founded in morality and, above ail, in political 
eccmomy. Why have not the friends of the 
blacks had recourse to this mode? Calumnies 
and prejudices owe their existence in Europe 
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chiefly to Britiah j<»aloiisy« The Boghsh mmis- 
try, defiirouB of preTenting emigratim to th^ 
United States, have condescended to employ 
mevoeDary authoro to write travds ftiU of lies 
against the people and the government. In all 
these books, which have been very popular with 
John Bull^ fllavQcy is always made a Tery pio> 
minent feature. 

Another cause of error is the growth in 
England, and, as a coosequenee, the establish- 
ment here, of certain religious sects, having a 
theocratic tendency^ and of which I shaUspeak 
to you another time. They seem to imagine 
that they ought to save our souls at the expense 
of onr lives and properties; and the English 
ministry, to avail itself of their influence, has 
beoi obliged to second them. It is to these 
sects we owe the suppression of the slaTe-trade^ 
and the laws to protect the liberty of horses^ 
and to them also England wiU^ eie long^ owe 
the loss of her West India colonies ; for tlie 
proceedings of its government are diametncaily 
epposite to reason. 

The motives which a man may have for not 
becoming an owner of slaves^ can be but of 
two classes: they must be founded either on 
right or on calculation. I shall endeavour to 
destroy them; and^ first of all, justify the righi 
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of die master, in order to show you afterwards 

that, at certain periods of society, this order ot 
things IB equally advantageous to the alaye and 
to the master. There ean exist no doubt upon 
the question of right, where there is a desire to 
be explicit and to be understood. Error has 
arisen from considering the right as an absolute 
thing, whilst it is always relative in respect to 
, custom and to the permi* According to indi- 
vidual right, vvhicli everybody improperly terms 
natural right, the indrndual has a right to 
ap p ro p riate to his use any external object, and 
to destroy every obstacle which may oppose his 
^tAes. Whether die subject of his deaine be 
a stone, a plant, or an animal, does not at all 
atiect its subjective quality as an external object 
or an obstacle* But the individual can only 
judge subjectively. It must be borne in mind, 
howeveri that this right of the individual is 
relative but as it respects himself, for the 
obstacle has an equal right to appropriate the 
individual to its use, or to destroy him; in this 
case he changes place and name* A man meets 
a lion: he has incontestibly the right to appro- 
piiate to htmself the lion's skin, but the lion 
has a right equally incontestible over the flesh 
oi the man. But, as the one defends his skin, 
and the other his flesh, it happens that the 
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•pontaneity objective of eaeh.of them becomes 

an obstacle to the other which he has a right 
to destroy. Here, then, are two unquesUo&abie 
rights placed before us: there does Dot,' nor 
cannot, exist between them any aibitei but the 
great ge&eral laws of natuie* The man does 
not pretend to make the lion acknowledge his 
right to skin him, or to punish him if he do no4 
sabmit; he pretends to force him, to constrain 
him. 

The social state brings about great changes 
in the rights of individuals; however, the three 
following rules may be regarded as indisputable. 
Istly, Societies act among themselves as indi- 
vtdnak act between one anotheri without being 
regulated otherwise than by individual (natural) 
right 2dly, Societies act according to the 
same nght towards individuals who in respect 
to them, are foreigners* 3dly, The members of 
a society recover their individual independence 
towards objects foreign to the laws of that 
society. 

A man catches a horse and tames him. Has 

he acquired any right over that horse in respect 
to that horse? No: he has the right to appro- 
priate the horse to his use; the horse has the 
right to tluow him to the earth, and to gallop 
away. The laws of nature^ which secure 
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Tictory to the rtrongest, bot abofe all to the 

most skilful, decides this conflict of individual 
light. The horaeman has^ however, acqniied a 
■ocial right over this horfte, not towaida it, but 
towards society; society is engaged to protect 
his industry and his labour, 'and to seenre to 
him the use of their fruits. It will interfere to 
prevent this horse from being killed or stolen; 
if it escape, society will assist the horseman in 
re-catching it, will permit him to exchange the 
advantage he may have acquired by its laboor 
against any other advantage acquired by ano*- 
ther, and to substitute that other in his rights* 

Without doubt, a man has no right over 
another man in respect of that other; never- 
theless he may have a right over him in respect 
to society. Fin»tly, if, both being members of 
society, they are bo mid by any contract what- 
ever, the violator of the contract commits a 
moral offtmoe, finr which he merits a punish- 
ment from society proportionate to. his offence* 
Secondly, if one only of the two be a member 
of society, and if it guarantee to that one any 
rights whatever over the other, in such a case 
• there being no contmct, there can be no moral 

ofience;, nor no punishment; but in case of 
resistance, a combat, which each has a right to 
push to the utmost, and in which the member of - 
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sodatylmarighttodamaiditeaaaBtaiice, in 

fine, the slave has as much right to resist his 
msftter, and to make bia escape, as the master 
Imb the right to appropriate him to hia use, and 
to constrain him to obedience* There exists no 
qontnct botween tham, oonaeqnently no racH 
procal right; for one social right can only be 
founded upon another, £rr(^ has arisen from 
wialimg to attach to the ala^ a moral duty of 
passive obedience, which is absurd; for that 
would suf^se a contract, in which all the ad- 
witagea woold be en one nde, and aU the diaad^ 
vantages on the other, a contract which is nal 
fado. The master has, meanwhile, as 
mnch right to be supported in hta antfaortty om 
his slave as over his horse. 

But let ualaaTe theae abstract oonaidentioiis 
and come to particular cases. At the rime ot 
the folf^P''^^^'^'^ of America, tbei e certainly did 
not exist any eontract bettween the Indiana and 
the whites; they had then, reciprocally, the 
right to appropriate each other to their respeo* 
live nses^ and to destroy one another whenefer 
they m%ht think proper. According to the 
etenal laws ot natnie^ the weakest in physteal 
power^ bat the most skilihl, triumphed, and the 
natives were reduced to slavery in all the Spanish 
poasesiioiia in America, wfakh were then inha- 
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bited hf a soft wii fiffemiiMite people. It mm 

not the same in tlie United States; warlike 
flatkm resisted the attacks oi the wlutei^ and 
often exerotted tlieir right of destroying thoiv 
and appropnating their spoils to themselves. 
The whites tieated with them, and eondndod 
by making, with most of them, conv«Bti(»ifl^ 
more or less advantageous. 
AU labour desenres its price, Merehants 

went to the coast of Guinea, and there pur- 
chased slaves from nations who had no compact 
with fheiis; these slaves weie sold either in Tir» 
tue of the laws of their society, which con- 
aideied slavery aaalegal pwnishment» or becaaaa 
ibey had been taken in war, and appropriated 
to the use oi the conqueror. But the merchants 
might have taken them for nodung^ as that 
would nut affect tlieir right. If I catch a wild 
horse in the plains of Missouri, the trouble of 
taking him and taming hunt ^ risk that I nm 
of his escaping, are all considerations which 
constatnte the price I pay. The intervention of 
aoeiety is limited to satisfying itself that none 
of its members had an anterior right to my booty, 
fivery society has^ vrithout doubt, the right of 
regulating the labour of its members, and of 
interdictmg such and such speci£S of mdustry; 
but, in the present case, quite the contrary ha{>- 
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peiied« AU tbe nations of Europe, more or 
less, encouraged the slave trade* Many colonies 

attempted to resist the introduction of slaves 
into them, but were forced, by the metropditan 
towns^ to open their ports to this traffic; thus 
were the mastei*s supported, not only by abstract 
right, but by the express and positire legislation 
of the society of which they were meiubers. 

The revolution on our continent, although 
almost simultaneous^ was, nevertheless, partial; 
each colony preserved its independence through- 
out the struggle, and when the Thirteen United 
Republics were acknowledged, though a central ' 
government wa;s estabUshed, they remained not 
the less sovereign States, perfectly indq>endent 
<rf each other in eveiything concerning their 
internal legislation. At the time of the revo^ 
lution, a portion of the United States had 
already got rid of their slaves ; since then, their 
example has been imitated by others; and, at a 
future time, more will probably imitate it, but 
some of them are so situated as to make it 
absolutely impossible for them to do vrithout 
slaves, and these States will probably continue 
to have them for a long time to come. No 
authority has the right, or has ever pretended 
to have it, to regulate their domestic afiairs j yet 
questions, relative to slaverv, are every day sub- 
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mitted to Congress. The United States, who 
posBess the exclnaiye right of regulating eoiiir 
merce, have prohibited the slave-trade since 
1808. Nobody complaiiis of this mdafiure^ 
which was announced long before; but I do not 
hesitate to say, that any attempt to make laws 
^respecting our slaves would compel the Soathm 
States to separate themselves from the Union. 
This is an obligation founded upon the right 
which every man has to defend his life and pro- 
perty. Would you behove that there are people 
so fo(dish as not to be sensible of thisy and so 
short-sighted as to be willing to run the risk? 

The general opinion in the southern States 
is, I beheve, that slavery is necessary, but that 
it is an evii. I am far from considering the 
matter in that light; on the contrary, I am 
tempted to consider it, in certain periods of a 
nation's existence, as a good. How, for instance, 
can great capitals be employed in agriculture 
in a new country, without slaves? To this 
resource we owe the rapid population of our 
deserts. Just as the marble formed into a 
statue is first dug from the quarry with the 
pickaxe, then cut by the chisel, and afterwards 
pcdished by the file, so is it necessary that a 
savage land, before it becomes capLLblc of re- 
ceiving an eminently civiU&ed people, should 
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preyiott^y posaefis differeat classes of populatidk 
Ttere mutt be a sucoanioii of took to caltiTite 
the soil, no less than a succession of books to 
odiftoate a mm, and a mtocassioii of institatioiis 
to edncata a people. In countries cut off fiom 
the north, where all the land is fertilci whm 

render commnnicatioa ea^fi 
where the heat of snminer is tempered by lea^ 
breezes and the elevation of the soil, a poptda- 
tkm of small proprietors may establish them- 

selves^ and enjoy, in a few years, ail the conve- 
niences of life. But in the immense southern 
plams which are watered by great rivers^ only 
at considerable distances; where the good lands 
aie in an infinitely small proportion with the 
cAsmal beaAsy where iSke beat of the climate 
readers labour in the open air fatal to any white 
man; krgecapitalsyandablaekpopnlationiafe 

* necessary to put the caith mto cultivation. If 
small proprietors alone attempted similar settle^ 
nents^ they would beoome oitirely cut 4^ from 
civilization, and exhaust their resources in 
carnage and stores. Labour would be too dear 
ibr them, for it would be necessary to pay for 
the risks that every one run for his life. Great 
capitalists, on the contrary, discoTcr the oiiit 
of the desert, transport all at once, an entire 
population, open roads, make bridges, drain 
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mmh&B, and after some years of ^q>eiise, 
realize iumiyease profits* Under the protectioa 
of these gieat proprietoi% the ooantrf soon 
abounds in people uf moderate fortune. Ere 
losig the great £ortUBbe& are divided^ by the death 
of the fsossessofs; small proprietors «dbie> 
queatiy take tlieir places ; the number uf theae 
latter inerease; they become naturalized to the 
dimate^ and from that time partake the labour 
with the negroes, to whom the climate is ex«- 
tremely aalubriotis, for it iif nemr of heat that 

they complain. Lauds, winch are now consi- 
dered of no value, are thus brought ioto culti* 
vatiou^ as soon as all the good lands are taken, 
and the pasture-system begins to be adopted. 

If flktTSiy, in political economy, fadliiatee 
the populati<m of our sotttfaem States, its effect 
on society is not less advanti^eous. The 
planter, released from all manual labour, has 

much more time to cultivate Jus muid. The 

fai^it of considering himself as morally stspotkr 
sible for the condition of a s^reat number of 

individuals, gives to iiis character a sort of 
•netere dignity fovourahle to virtae,and whid^ 
tempered by arts, sciences, and literature, con- 
tribute to make the southern planter one of the 
moott perfect models of the human mee; his 
house is open to every comer with a geueious 
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hospitality; hm pur&e is too often equally 90| 
evan to profusion; the habit of being obeyed 
givee him a noUe pride in his intercourse witfi 
his equals, that is to say, with any white man^ 
and an independence of views in politics and 

roli2:ion, which fonii a perfect cuntrast with 
the reserve and hypocrisy to be met with but 
too often in the north. To his slaves he is a 
&thei rather than a master, for he is too strong 
to be crueL 

In politics the effect is not less favonrable. 
Our country is still young, the population is 
thinly sown, every one has his business; here 
are no idle people, no cockneys, no populace; 
but it will not be always so. Already, in the 
great northern towns, on many occasions, tu- 
mults have arisen among the working classes 
and the sailors. Are we destined to see renewed 
among us the scenes of the Roman forum? 
To protect us against such scenes, shall we 
have recourse, as in England, to the cavalry? 
The remedy would be worse than the evil. An 
insular State has nothing to fear from similar 
commotions, for the other States would come 
to support it; but what would become of the 
Union, if Congress were to be dissolved by, or 
be subjected to, tbe populace of Washington? 
To deny citizens the right of voting, because 
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they have not a certain fortune, as Virginia has 
dxme^ 18, no donbt, one way; bat that is con- 
trary to the spirit of our institutions, and the 
fixing of this sort of regulation is alwajrs arbi- 
trary; besides, that would never prevent the 
people from conspiring. Compare the elections 
in the great cities of the south, and of the 
north ; what tumult in the one, what tranquilli^ 
in the other. In the north the inferior classes 
of society tomultnonsly invade the election 
places, and drive away, so to speak, by their 
indecent conduct, every intelligent and enlight-* 
ened man. In the south, on the contrary, all 
the inferior classes are blacks, slaves, mutes; 
enlightened people conduct the elections quietly 
and reat>unably; and it is perhaps to that idune 
that may be attributed the superiority of talent 
which may be remarked in the Congress of the 
United States in favour oi the south. 

Hitherto I hare only spoken of the com- 
parative advantages of slavery, as it respects 
the masters; but the slaves aie the hrst who 
profit by this state of things. In all countries, 
and m all times, a great majority of the human 
race is condemned to subsist by manual iiibour; 
and I do not doubt that this portion of society 
is more happy in a state of slavery than other- 
wise. Ckimpare the condition of our negroes. 
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well eloilied, well fed^ and haTing no eare for 

tomorrow, no trouble with regard to their family ; 
compare ii^ I do not say^ with the degraded 
nee of firoe negroes and mulattoes^ having all 

Ac btirdea of libeity, without any of its ad- 
▼antagesy but with the white laboureia of 
Europe, working two or three tunes as much, 
and always, in old age, dying of hunger, they 
and their families. I do not scruple to say that 
our negroes are more happy, not only than the 
labourers in the English maaufacturmg towns, 
but e¥en than the peasants are generally in any 
part of Europe. You will tell me that the 
mere idea oi liberty counterbalanoes the pri» 
▼atkms and disquietudes to which this same 
' liberty gives rise. I will answer that is true, 
as it respeets you and me, but that there 
must be a certain degree of instruction, a cer- 
tain moral energy, to relish the noble idea of 
Ubffty. Take an Austrian, Hungarian, or Bo- 
hemian peasant, transport him into America, 
and tell him that he is free: the first Sunday 
lie will find nobody to waltz with him; he will 
curse the countiy, its liberty, and its elections, 
and prefer returning to his Sckaiz, to his Ver^ 
mfter, to his Wwihs^Huus, and to his Roberth. 
On the other hand, if you transported one of our 
Squatters into Eurc^, making him partake of 
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all imaginable adTantages^ the idea of beiDf 
obliged to acknowledge a superior would reader 
bim miaeEabk. Thoae who, in deatroying tba 
feudal system in Austria, imagine that they will 
ameliorate the condition of tiie peasauty deceive 
themaelYea groaalyy unleaa they oooEunence by 
enlightening him; this change in his aiental 
conditioD ought to precede^ for he will aot Utc 
bappy wbile be feek his moral degiadaiioii. 
This is neurly the caae with the free negroes and 
mulattoea in aome parte of the Unioii; but 
our akves are happy, and do not desire any 
change. Although the contrary has been 
aaaeffledy the ni^ro ia infionlestably an in£M»ar 
race of man to the white, and does not seem 
capable of the same intellectual enjoymenta. 
Why faave they remained lavage tnm the eom^ 
mencement of the world until the present day? 
Why do they beeome savage aa soon aa they 
are left to themaehres, as is the ease at dtis 
moment at Hayti. Their felicity ia limited to 
aniflHdfelieityy and diat they enjoy more Ubendly 

in the state of slaves than they could du cither 
^e or savage. This picture does not accord, 
no doubt, with that of Mr» Wilberfioroe and his 
saints. But you will ask me, how can a negro be 
happy under the whip of an Offenesr, eon- 
tinually expoeed to see himself separaled 
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his family, or to gee it dishonoured by the 
Uberliiiisiii of a master or a manager? All 

"this is pathos misapplied. I hire a white 
labourer; he tbrces the door of my warehouse^ 
foba me, is discovered, and condemned to the 
public works, dishonoured for Ufc, and loses the 
Utile morality and honesty he had; his evib 
are perhaps aggravated by those of his family, 
to the support of whom his labour was neces- 
sary. Let one of my negroes does much, he is 
whipped and corrected. The bodily pain once 
undergone, he feels no bad consequence trom it, 
and innocent children do not snfferfor the fiinlt 
of their father. Whatever may be said on the 
subject, cruel punishments do not take plac^ 
for they would be contrary to the master^a 
interesL If a hired labourer do not work, I 
send him away; but I cannot thus get nd of 
my negroes, and I am obliged to force them to 
work by corporal punishment. In lai^ plan- 
tations, in which s<nne hundreds of negroes are 
united, a discipline and rules of police, more or 
less rigorous^ are necessary, without which 
every thing would soon be destroyed or stolen. 
As to seeing themselves separated from their 
family, it is necessary, first of all, that they 
have one; generally they attach themselves to 
a woman and keep to her; but they are often 
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incimed to <^ange. Those among them who 
are veligioiui marry, it it true, at the church, but 
every time they have a change of wife, they do 
the same; and I know some of them who have 
been married a doien times, and have as many 
wives living, each of whom has as many hus- 
bands. Afl to diahonourii^ the young ne^ 
gresses, that wonM indeed be enrioiu. It is in 
vain that their modest blush is hidden by the 
cdonr of tbeir skin. How many times have I 
learned, with afinght, diat my young friends had 
quitted the bed which my hospitality had pre^ 
pared for them to dip into the cotton-honae! 
I dreaded seeing, the next day, my nei^ro Vir- 
ginius mimolate his daughter Doily; but not 
at all; the good &ther was too sure of her 

virtue. I have seen Iniu smile at the tempter, 
and poUtely ask him for a qmd of tobacco, as if 
in mockery of the inutility of his efforts. As 
to the virtue of the old negresses, mothers of 
families, who would have the courage to meddle 
with it? Far from this state of things being 
an aggravation of the condition of the slaves, 
I consider the perfect liberty they enjoy in tliis 
respect as a sort of compensation for their ser- 
vitude. Although the masters try to encourage 
marriage, by throwing in the way of the con- 
tracting parties a number oi little advantages, 

P 
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it is nut often that a negro marries upon the 
plaatatiou wiiere be lives; be iikee better to go 
to his neighlKmr's. 

A well-regulated plantation i«^ in truth, a 
▼eiy intereetiiig spectacle ; emy tUiig pmpens 
and goes forward tbere in a perfeetly ordedy 
manner. Each negro has a hut; in general 
they are disposed in legolar order; he hassone 
poultry and pigs to himself, grows bis own veget- 
ables, and sells them at market. At sunrise 
the sonnd of ft horn calls him to kboiit; mrf 
one has a task proportioned to his strength and 
abilities; in general, this task is condiiikd 
by three or four o^doek in the aftemooa; at 
noon the labour is interrupted by dinner. The 
task done^ aomoxemik is. required of him; he 
cnUmtes his garden or hires himself to his 
master feu: some extra labour, or rather, goes to 
see his wifr or mistress upon the nei^iboming 
plantations. On the Sunday morning he puts 
on hifi fine clothes and goes to the habitation 
to recei?e his weekly ration: he emplojrs the 

rest of the day as he pleases, very often in 
dancing. The overseer has only to give out 
the tasks in the moniing, and to see, in die 
evening, that they are all weU performed. The 
master takes a torn on horseback over the 
fields, and gives general orders; all this goes 
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on by rule, like a regnmot^ and I haTe known 
flhr BHNitbs elide away without having even to 
scold. Nevertheless, there are, from time to 
time, quarrels and thefts to punish. At Christ- 
mas, the nejj^roes have three days' rest; twice a 
year the stuii' necessary for their clothing is 
given to them, which they make up themsehes, 
according to their taste. 

Those who live in the house are treated 
exnetly like the white stftrvluite in Europe; 
they are, in general, bom and brought up in 
the ftmily, of which diey consider themsetves 
as forming part; there they become very much 
attached and very faithful; every time the 
master has a child, he ff.rta him immediatdy 

a little slave of its own sex and age, who is 
brought up with it, and becomes its confi- 
dential servant. The little negresses, or mu- 
latto gnls, thus brought up in the house, are, in 
general, excell^t sempstresses^ and often very 
pretty; the mistresses pay great attention toth^r 
morals, particularly if they live with ladies of the 
family; if they oondoct themsdves amiss, the 
punishment they most fear is that of being sold. 

Be^des these two classes of negroes, there 
m many labourers, such as carpenters, blaok- 
smiLhs, tailors, 8cc. ; in general, the proprietors 
let them on hire, and treat them like white 

V 
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labourers. Very oR/ea the maaters content 
themsdyeB with requiring an annual oompen* 

sation for their skilly aad allow them to let them- 
selvea out aa they pleaae* 

Does this picture^ which is a true one, 
resemble the absurdities printed by the mis- 
aionariea? It is easy to take a particular case, 
to exaggerate it, to generalize it, and afterwards 
to compose declamations. There does not 
ezbty it is true^ any law to pioteet flie dave 
from the ill-treatment of the master; but he 
has, m public opinion, a stronger protection than 
all laws ; the man who would let hinuelP be 
carried away by his passioiib, ia the way 
described by some English writers, would lose 
for oyer the character of a gentleman. 
. The negro husbandman is not treated every- 
where in the same manner. In Virginia and 
Maryland, for instance, the farmers do not grte 
them task-work ; they lodge them in large brick- 
houses, have th^r prorisiona cooked for them, in 
short treat them like the farm-servants in Europe. 
The consequence is, that the slave, losing sight 
of the distance which separates him item the 
iieeman, is discontented at not being quite his 
equal, and at not receiving wages; he becomes 
insolent, is punished, deserts, is retaken, and 
finishes, probably, by being sold to an emigrant 
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in some new country, who soon brings him Xq 
wtiknommu In thme new ooimtries the pm* 

prietors, in general, besides tlie old family- 
negroes, carry away ail that their means permit 
them to buy. A certain degree of leyerity, 
therefore^ becomes necessary, at first, to restore 
Older to this heteiogenaons mass; the nme so^ 
as the labour, being irregular, cannot be divided 
into tasks, and that the new slaves tiy the cha- 
i«eler of theur master ; a Uttie'energy on his part, 
however, soon terminates this time of trial and 
disorder. 

It wonld be impossible to giTe yon a digest 

of the laws concerning slavery, for they vary m 
diffnent States. The constitution of the 
United States aeenres to the master the right 
of pursuing his run-away slave into the States 
in which slaTsiy is not recognised; the paiti* 
cular laws of the different States afibrd every 
facihty to the master in the like case. To steal 
a slave, or to aid in his escape, is almost 
ererywhere a capital otieuce. A ne^o, free or 
riave, cannot travel without a passport; and 
every white has, ii^ that case, a right to arrest 
him, and to deposit him in the nearest gaol, 
where he is detained, if he cannot prove his 
freedom. The children follow always the con- 
dition of the mother. The penalty oi death is 
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inflicted on the slave who attacks a white, or 
jrasifttft him violently* Tbfi testimony <tf % ilave 
10 not received in a oourt of j«Mtioe agaimt ft 
white. In fine, almost everywhere the penalty 
(rf* death incurred by a abve, may.be commuted 
in hie sale, oacooditioii of hie eKpottatien from 
the State, 

Tiie lawe coneeming free aegroee are mvok 
more oomplicated, and have given rise to much 

discussion both in and out of Congress. The 
equivocal situation of this populatMXi rendem ii 
very dangerous to our Southern States; it is 
tiiey^ and not our i^Ves, who are discontented; 
it is of tbem, and not of vm^ that these latter are 
jealous. AW the Southern States have laws to 
r^ulate emancipation^ which^ m gen^rai^ cannot 
be granted, but on conditon that the emancipa-- 
ted slaves quit the State within a certain time* 
They are submitted to a very severe policey and 
in some places^ to particular taxes. In 
States they are obhged to have guardians of 
their property; in most they may be sold to pay 
the debts contracted by their former masters 
before their emancipation, <^ even to pay their 
prison fees, if they are stopt travelling without a 
passport, or a ceiiiticaie of their liberty. It 
§eems, in short, that the main object of legisla*- 
tion in the Southern States is to diminish this 
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unfortunate^ but dangerous, class, or at least to 
{Nmmote tlMircmigratioQtotheiiorth; butthejr 
elmg to die Bootliem climate. And^ beeidei, 

it is a gross tnmialg^* iQ suppose they are 

better tieeted in the norths or m Kew Rngletiri* 

In thirteen of the twenty-four States they are 
not adnutti d to vote by the constitution; and m 
elnoBt all the ethers there are partienlar laws 

which prevent them ; it is only in Pennsylvania 
and York that they poasesa that right. 

By very seme laws, some <tf the sotttbem 
States have prohibited the importation of i'ree 
aiawi and have eubjected them to aevero penal- 
ties if they wittingly violate thoie laws. The 
coQStitutioiiality of this measure has given rise 
to a qiuetion which is not yet decided, and 
which will not be, probably, for a long time ; 
it is a delicate one, and nobody likes to grap- 
ple with it The constitntien of the United 

States (art. 4, sect. 2, §1**) declares that every 
citizen of a State shall enjoy, in ail the other 
States, the rights which their oitiaens respec* 
tiveiy enjoy. But a free negro of New York is 
a citisen of that State, and, consequentlyi oi 
the United States; but a free negro of South 
Carolina is neitiier a citizen of that State nor of 
the United States; the free negroes of New 
York pretend to enjoy at Charleston the rights 
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of citizens. Id the south, it is objected to 
them^ that ihey ought to be assimilated to the 
free negroes, and not to the eitizens of the 
States in which they may happen to be. When 
I saiy that they pretend, it ia not thisfi^ — ^theydo 
not care about voting, — ^but it is their white 
friends who raise this pretension for them* 
The question has not yet been decided, and 

everybody holds by his own explanation. 

At the time of the admission of the btate of 
Missouri into the Union, in 1820-21, an article 
of the constitution of the new State, which pro- 
hibited the admission of free persons of colour 
within its limits, gave place, in Cmigress, to a 
long and dangerous debate; the article was, 
howcTer, approved, with the condition, that it 
should not be applicable to any citizen of ano- 
ther State; which is only embroiling the matter 
more and more, instead of elucidating it. The 
discussion upon the admission of this State, 
commonly called ^'the Missouri question,'' vio- 
lently agitated the Union, and, at a certain 
period, threatened its dissolution. To avoid 
grappling with similar questions, some States 
have imposed a poD^tax upon every free indi- 
vidual of colour, and even authorize his sale, if 
he cannot pay it otherwise. Is not this measure 
as unconstitutional as the other? 
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This class of ftee men of colour is very 

mbarrassing, for if, on the one side, common 
sense says, that once iree, they ought to be 
entiiely assimilated to the white citizens; on 
the other side, a prejudice, stronger than any 
reason, retains them in a state of moral degra- 
dation, and excludes them from any hononrable 
occupation. This prejudice is even btronger in 
the east,- where they are treated with much 
more contempt than in the south. They are 
very dangerous to our slaves, who envy their 
idleness; they have among them preachers who 
are connected with the religious societies of the 
north, of whom I shall speak presently, and 
who do not cease to work upon onr slaves, in 
order to make them discontented. If you 
reflect, that the Ufe and property of every inha- 
bitant of a southern State are concerned in 
these measures, you will not fail to see that, con- 
stitutionally or not, Wje cannot give up on that 
subject; and that a separation from the Union 
would take place, if the attempt were made to 
constrain us. However disastrous this step might 
be, it would be better to hazard it, than to be 
annihilated. With us these questions are not 
speculative, they affect the private interest of 
every one; it is then ridiculous to seek to per- 
mit f!ontranr« You would much de- 
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ceive younelf, howeyer^ if you thought wa run 

any daoger. The Unioa is as safe oa this side 
as on any other; the diTieion of interesti aad of 
opinion only serve to produce an agitatioii and 
often tempests^ which prevent the political ocean 
from stagnating. Infaet^whoaretbey wbodi^ 

sire the sudden emancipation of our slaves? 
Enthusiajits or rehgious hypocrites. It is true, 
that these noble Bon Quixotes have a mighty 
support in public opinion in the north; but can 
that be compared with the imanimity of the 
souths founded upon the mainspring of politiea^ 
private interest? Besides, the southern States 
are stronger and richer; a separation wouU be a 

much heavier blow to the north than to us. 
Their vessels would continue to export our to- 
baeco, our cottons, and our sugars; but they 
vvrould pay duties, and they could not sustaui 
the competition of English manu&cturest We 
should continue to supply ourselves with proTi- 
sions from the best market. The religious en- 
thusiasm of a Yankee does not carry him ao fiur 
as to save his soul at the expense of his manu- 
iactures and commerce* They have therefore 
taken much less part in the societies for emanci- 
pation, abolition, manLuuission, transportation^ 
colonization, &c., than the honest Quakeis of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
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It wonld reqvife a hundfed montfaa^ each 
with a hundred imgnm, and Inngs of brassy to 
recite to you the different charters of these 
eoeietieB; berides^ it is ueceeaary to know them. 

Some try, it is said, to make our slaves revolt, 
thinking, thereby, to save our souls; but I can 
hardly credit so great degree of abeordity. 

The most part try to pret emanciputiua lor the 

eiayes, take uiider their protection thoee who 
hare already been emancipated, and prerent 

the laws^ which are already so severe, iroui be- 
coming etill more eOb Their olject ie good, bat 
they condaet themeelyes so imprudently, that 
they become dangerous to the masters, while 
they do as much good to tiieir protigh as Don 
Quixote used to do to his. The Colonization 
bociety, however, deeerveft to be particularly die- 
tingmshed. It has bought or taken, I do not 
know which, but at last it has got a place in 
Afiica, called liberie, where it sends the free 

# 

negroes who consent to eniigntc; they there 
become savages as hst as they can; but that is 
all the same to ns, provided we get rid of them. 

The great diiHculty is the slowness of the 
fiociety^s operaticms; it transports, per annum, 
two or three dosen penitent street-porters and 
loose girls from the great Atlantic towns, and in 
1820 we had 233,527 free persons of colour. 
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Two or three years i^o^ aa envoy from St. Do- 
mingOy a Tery fwpeotable mm, Mr* OndnviUe^ 
came to visit the northern States, and per^ 
su&ded a great number of persons to emigrate 
to Hayti; but they almost all came baek 

again, preferring the idleness and corruption of 
our great towns to honest industry in a hee 
country. 

In concluding this picture of slavery and its 
oooaequenees, allow me to make another obser- 
vation agamst the ridicfdous pvojeets of our 

Qiuxotic emancipators* What is the use ot 
.Hurrying time? The total aboUtkm of slavery 
will take place in the United States whenever 
Iree labour becomes cheaper than that of slaves, 
le it Christianity which has abolished slavery 
in Europe? Is it Islami^m which perpetuates 
it Ia Aaia? Neither the one nor the other 
have produced these results; it is only to the 
calculations of private interest that we must 
attribute these oontradictory effects. Formeily 
slavery was general in the United States ; but 
in proportion as free labour become cheaper^ 
the legiriattti^ have abolished it. The same 
thing is taking place under our eyes just now 
^ in Virginia and Maryland: the population hav- 
ing increased^ the price of labour and that of 
slaves have fallen. The proprietors rid them- 
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selves of them aa iast as they can; these slaves 
are bought to be sent into the New StatM, 
where manual labour is dear. lu a few years, 
there will remain haidly any sLaves in tbeae 
tipo State% and then the legislatare will do wel)^ 
for fofin's sake, to abolish slavery. The same 
thing wiU erentoally take plaee in all the pr^* 
sent and future States, and the Union will 
hnally get rid of this domestic plague. 
It is more difficult to know how we ehatl 

manage with the free negroes; it is, meanwhile, 
very ekar, that.they would oease to be danga^ 
one, if they weie not tnpported by Hioee whoee 
efaief business it is to meddle with what does 
not concern them* General and muTifMl jM- 
lanthropy is, doubtless, a very fine thing; but 
it is not to it that we owe our liberty and our 
proeperity; it has neTer, that I know, made 
anybody the richer; it is our duty to apply 
ourselves assiduously to our own afiairs^ without 
regarding those of our neighbonrs. This is a 
political maxim wliich Washington has be- 
queathed tp us, and vrtiich might be very use- 
Ailly adopted by the Tarious religic^ seete with 
which we are variegated. 
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LETTER FIFTH. 

Oh Rsligioh. — TranquUhty o/Amerieacantrasted 
with the general Agitation tn Europe: Variety 

and number of Religious Sects in America, their 
ffarmmy i Rigid PreicOces of the Fif»t Settiers in 
Hew England; UnUnnted ToieraHan firH eeta^ 

blishedhy Pcnn ; Arrangements reapccting Church 
and Chapel Frq^ty^ and the Payment of 
Mim$ter$f JfyimsopaUam; Preebgieriane; Ten^te 
of the Methodists and Baptists ; Deeeription of a 
Methodist Camp Meeting; Mquwocal Tendency 
qf these Meetiagss UnUariankm extending i» the 
United Staiet; Dr. Channing: Preshyteriants 
their character f tenets, zeal, and activity ; Educa- 
tion for the Pulpit f mode of providing for nutnc' 
roue Preachers; Foreign Missions; Itineracy 
within the Union; Effects produced by the 
Preachers in the first instance^ and subsequent 
reaction; Societies, a Female one to provide 
Wives for the Missionaries; names of others; 
Great Expense of the American Clergy, voluntary 
on the part of the People; Splendour of their 
EuUdings for Religious Societies; Religion, 
thouijh diffused, on the decline in the United 
States; Unitarianism on the increase; Mr, R, 
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Owen, the Harmonists, Miss Wright, their 

exertimUf and lynnione; Mr* Owen's inotm^kie 
success in America: his PubUe Discussian wUh 

Mr. Campbell; his Visit etmstitutes cm Epoch i 
Silent spread of Sceptidsm. 

London; MorckplQ^U 

W BILE a death-fttruggie i» waging in E\xvof» 
betwaeo those who would maintain institiiticfii, 

the offspring oi ai^cs of baibaiism, and thuse 
who would raifia them to a leva! with modem 
enlightenment; whale m every ctyilized part of 
the globe, a more or less considerable portion of 
eveiy nation is agitated with a deeire for a state 
d liberty, which they do not know, and which 
they seek more from iixbtmct than calculation, 
marching towards that great end by fidlactons 
paths, which only lead them further from it ; it is 
curious to observe the tranqmUity which preyaiis 
in the United States, the only country in the 
world in which the principles oi liberty are es- 
tablished without mixture or opposition* It is 
a government something similar to this which 
is now called for by the wishes oi ail the nations 
of Europe; but owing to their ignortnce of the 
object of their desires, their efforts are almost 
always ill directed. These reiiections 'are su^- 
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gested to me by the popular tumults which have 

lately taEen place in France, during which the 
people amused themselves by pulling down 
crosses from ehurches; and by the law which 
assimilates the rabbins to the catholic priests 
and protestant ministers, in making them pen- 
sioners of the State. It is not for me to criticise 
or to approve what has been done in France ; I 
shall content myself with giYing you a sketch of 
the state of religion in the United States, where 
it exists f ree aiid independent of the government 
without being at all in each other's way. Ton 
will easily gather, from what I am about to tell 
you, my own opimons on this subject. 

Do not suppose however that I am going to 
undertake an exposition of all the dogmas of the 
thousand and one sects which divide the people 
of the United States. Merely to enumerate 
them would be impossible, for they change 
every day, appear, disappear, unite, separate, 
and evince nothing stable but their instability. 
From the pure doctrines of Unitarianism to the 
gross absurdities of Methodism, all shades may 
be found here, and every opinion has its par- 
tisans, who live in perfect harmony together. 
Among this variety of religions, everybody 
may indulge his inclination, change it when- 
ever he pleases, or remain neuter, and follow 
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none. Yet, with all this lil^ertv, tlierc is no 
country in which the people are so religious as 
in the United States; to the eyes of a foreigner 
they even appear to be too luuch so; but that 
is only apparent^ as X shall explain to yoa. 

When the States of New England were first 
peopled by persons banished from the mother- 
cotintiy on account of religion, they established 
.among themselyes a species of theocratic go- 
vernment. Although the persecutions they had 
suffered ought to hare taught them tolerance, 
they began to persecute with all thuir might 
Quakers, Catholics, and witches. They had 
digested a code of laws called, I know not why, 
"blue laws," which established ii variety of 
ridiculous practices as an integral part of good 
morals. The Sunday was to be observed in the 
most rigorous manner; on that day people 
were not permitted either to travel or to walk 
in the streets, (except to and from church,) nor 
to cook, nor even to kiss their wives. A par- 
ticular cut was prescribed for the hair, and 

certain dishes allowed only at particular times 
of the year. A thirty-sixth of the pubUc lands 
were set apart in each town to endow a school 
and a church, of any denomination whatever, 
proYided it were Protestant. In the States 
colonized by government, such as Virginia 
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and South Carolina, the Church of England 
wad established as in the mother-couiitry, 
and so it remained until the levoltttioik The 
Catholics, banished from England, founded 
Maryland, and then introdnced intolerance. 
Lonitiana and the FlondaSy settled by French 
and Spaniards, had churches and convents 
richly endowed* it was reserved to the great 
Penn to be the first to establish unlimited 
toleration in the colony of Pennsylvania. This 
system was gradually foliowed by the other 
colonies, and is now ihe law in all the States. On 
the adoption of the constitution of the United 
States^ the principle of general toleration was 
not only adopted as part of the federal com- 
pact^ bnt Ck>ngress was eren unterdicted from 
legislating upon rdigion. In all the Stales, 
the churches and their property, if they have 
any, belongs not to the^ ministers, bnt to 
the congregations. Thus, when a new city is 
founded, a lot is put aside for the iirst congre* 
gatton which may demand it; trostees are ti^k* 
pouiled, to whom and to their successors in otiice 
the lands are given or sold for the nseof sneh or 
such congregation. From that moment the cor- 
poration is formed, and becomes a person em- 
powered to bargain and f etf, to nte md be $ued, 
according to the conditions prescribed by the 
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ciiarter of i iicorporation. This body corporate col- 
leetB gkitM, borrows mooey^ builds a ehurdit tells 
part of the pewe^ lets otfam, sells or lets choice 
places m the churchyard, &c ; aad when ail this 
is dimei elects a pastor, pays htm, keeps him, 

dismisses hiiii^ changes him, as it pleases. Some- 
Umm a minister has a tixed salary oulyt soine* 
times only fees, beeidea the use of a house 
or the rent of the pews. In short, each con- 
gregation makes its agreement with its pastor, 
as it chooses. Many of these congregations 
are very rich, many are poor, or, wasting their 
maansy become bankrupt, in which case, 
their church is sold by auction, like any other 
property, it often happens that a preacher is 
thought to preach some doctrine iH-sounding to 
pious ears. The bishop or the consistory ex- 
communicate him; in which case, the coogrega*- 
taon mther changes its religic^ and keeps its pas* 
tor, or changes its pastor and keeps its religion. 
It generally happens, that the ezcommanicated 
pastor, with a minority of the congregation, 
ferm a new sect; then a new corporation is 
. formed, and a new church built or bought 

The sect takes, and other chinches of the same 
denomination are established; or it dies with 
its founds, and the congregation either again 
changes its religion, or is divided, or remains 
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without a pastor; which last, however, is not 
Tery caminoii* 

The seetB most spiead in the United States 
are the Episcopalians, or Church of England, 
and the Presbj^terieiis* In feet^ almost all the 
test may be reduced to these. Each State 
forms a diocese* In some, there is a fund 
bekmging in common to all the episcopal con* 

gregations, to provide for the expenses of a 
bishop, a cathedral, and a seminary; in othexsy 
each congregation contribotes a certain porlicMii 
of its revenue for those purposes. An episcopal 
convention compoeed iji a certain nnmber of lay 
depnties from each congregation, and a certain 
number of the clergy, elects the bishop, pays 
him, and directs, in concert with him, all the 
spiritual concerns of the church in the State. 
Deputies from the State conventions umte, from 
time to time, in a general conTention of the 
Protestant episcopal church in America. 

The Presbyterians do the same thing, except 
that not having bishops, it is in the conyentioas 
that their supreme spiritual power resides. 
The same is the case with all the other sects 
who are numerous enough to follow the example. 
In short it is the doctrine of the sovereignty of 
the people which governs the Church as well 
as the State. Each congregation says to his 
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pastor, we will give yott so much to preach such 
doctriiiet. When a congregaAioa diflRm in 
doctrine with the convention, it must either give 
till or make a sohismi and that, as yoa may 
eaaUy suppose, happens every day. 

For the rest, all these congregations, conven* 
tions, 8ic are only recognized by the law ai 
corporations, having the faculty of buying, 
selling, sueiug and being sued at law, in the 
■ame manner as other corporations whose object 
is charity, public works, or commercial specula- 
tions. Masonic lodges and chapters aie inoop- 
pmrted in the same manner^ ea weil as musenms, 
pietnre galleries, and learned societies. The 
priTileges of the clergy are Hmited to being 
exempt from militia dnty, and firom serring on 
the jury, the same as postuiasters, schoolmasters, 
doctors, &c In some States also they ate ex* 
emptfrom paying tolls at bridges and gates, when 
travelling for religious purposes; in some others, 
they ate ineligible to all pnblio emplojnnents* 
But these privileges and these disqualifications 
af^ly equally to the ministers of all religions,pro*- 
Tided they are recognised as such by a congrega- 
Uon, and do not continue if they quit the church* 
Everybody, indeed, who has the desire, may 
preach if he can find anditors, (a matter of no 
difficulty;) and from that moment he becomes 
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m deigymttn* This takes place partienlariy 

Willi the Methodists and Baptists, the two most 
numerous sects in the l iiittd States, particularly 
in the south. They believe in predestiiiatton and 

efficient grace; they think tliat, as soon as a 
mau has felt the grace, has been converted, 
and has been assured by Ihe inward possession 
of the Holy Ghost of his election, that Iruni 
that moment he can sin no more, but that it is 
the denl who sins in him. The Methodists are 
certainly the most extraordinary as well as the 
mosteharaeteiistiCi and the most spread of all 
tlie seets in the United States. They have 
bkhops, congregations, churches, Uke other 
seets; but besides these they have meetings of 
those who' are converted, or, to use their own 
aaqptessions^ 'of the saints,' at which everybody 
preaches, speaks, and sings. Where they have 
not regular churches, they have elders who' 
exhort, and all the country is divided into 
cireuits, each of which has a circuit-rider, whose 
business it is to visit all the churches, congre- 
gations, meetings, and families, in his distnel 
or circuit, and to cherish ihnaticism everywhere. 

Once or twice a year, in each district, is 
held what is called a camp meeting; for this 
purpose, a suitable place is selected in the 
woods, generally near a bitwk or a spring; a 
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large circular space is there cleared out, under 
the old shade of the giant tsem of the forest; 
split logs senre fixr seats; a sort of lostrom or 
puipit IS erected, capable of coatainmg a dozen 
prea<^ejs together The most remarkable plaee^ 
however, is the "pen," the simetiem sanctorum. 
It is a place of about twelve yards square, en- 
closed like a sheep^Oy and filled, to the. hdgfat 
of about a foot, with clean straw. All the 
reUgious families of the neighbourhood eome 
or send| beforehand, to build themselves a tent 
outside the cleared place; so that towards the 
appointed time of meeting, the forest assumfai 
the appearanee of aJUttle village of rural hutS| 
and greatly resembles the cantonment of a x^gir 
ment of cavalry, except that it is not so regular. 
On the day appointed, generally a Sunday, 
ikmilifis arrive in crowds, on horseback, in 
coaches, and in carts, bringing with them bed% 
furniture, and kitchen utensils; each family 
installs itself in its hut, as if for a stay of some 
months. All the methodist preachers, ezhorters, 
elders, circuit-riders, &c. take care to be pre- 
seutj^ from a hundred miles round. The bish<q), 
or the local preacher, or the circuit*rider, accord- 
ing to circumstances, commences the ceremony, 
by giving out a psalm, which is sung by the 
people; afierwwrds comes a prayer, then a sei^ 
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mon, or two^ or three, according to the inspira- 
tion of the preachers who fill, the pulpit The 
service continues in this manner almost without 
any interruption, ibr five or six days. I xlo imA 
mean to say that everybody lemaina to listen or 

to preach all that time;on the contrary, everybody 
does as he pleases. The rich provide very good 
dinners in their cabins, and invite the preachers 
and the poor. This is a place chosen by the 
young people of both sexes to court and arrange 
marriages. Indeed, nothing can be more poeti-> 
cal than to wander in the shade of the forest, 
by moonlight, hearing from afar the singing of 
hymns, or the fervid eloquence of the inspired, 
with a young girl, all whose senses are agitated, 
and the reason staggered, by this clutter, whilst 
her mother believe:? her to be engaged in pi iiyer. 
Piety in the heart of women has a soft influence 
which disposes them to love, and it cannot be a 
matter of surprise if, in these nocturnal walks, 
prayers are directed to others than the Lord, and 
other rewards obtained than those of the Spirit. 

Indeed, a camp meeting is an excellent place 
for all sorts of business. It is a point of union 
for all the loungers and young people ; for those 
who have bargains to make or to conclude, and 
for the candidates who mean to electioneer/' 
(a word which you have not in French, 
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tmt wliich you will be obliged to adopt when* 
eiver yoo have a government really fieer) 
erery one minds his business, sleepSi eats, 
makes love, cheapens a hone, depreciates or 

exalts a candidate. The holy place is deserted • 
silence for the ilrst time reigns around the 
pulpit; tbe full moon, though in her mid career, 
is Teiled by a passing cloud, and everything 
seems to inTite to repose and to a saspension of 
the labours of the day; when — a preacher who 
has remained alone kneeling within the pulpit, 
nses up slowly > inspiration begins to visit him ; 
he begins a hymn, at lirst with a very feeble 
voice, but which, crescendo by degrees, soon 
attains the melody of Stentor. Some pious 
souls retake their places upon the seats, other 
preachers join him, and curiosity soon repro- 
duces an auditory. An enthusiastic and pa- 
thetic prayer follows : he engages the saints to 
pray for the conversion of the poor sinners who 
are in the midst of them; he represents to them 
the greatness of God's mercy, and the pains 
of hell; he exhorts them to lay aside false 
shame, and make a clear breast bet ore their 
brethren. Rve or six persons rise up, and 
advance slowly towards the sanctum sanctO' 
rmtu At the sight of so many converts, the 
possessed saint becomes doubly heated: he 
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deputes two saints to pray with each of them. 
The new convert, kneeUng upoa iim stiawp 
aigliSy accuses himself sobe, and cries; wbilal 
ou each side a saint, kueeliiig beside him^ 
voci£mtes io his ear a description^ after bis 
manner, of the gloiy of Ood, and the wicked* 
neas of Satan. These , eighteen or twenty 
persons, men and women, in the pen, make a 

chitter tliut may be heard for some miles; 
everybody bawls, sings, prays^ cries^ preachea, 

together The owk^ attracted by the 

odour of the kitchens, answer, them from the 
tops of the trees, and fly away from tfaia 
noise, which they cannot emulate. A young 
girl in the meantime had wandered in the woods 
longer with her lofves than she snpposed; time 
passes swiftly in the company of a beloved 
object, perhaps for the first time, and in the 
spring of life« dreaming of ages of happi* 
ness in a cherished union, tasting perhaps its 
reaUty in passionate declarations; , « » . suddenly 
she is recalled to her senses by this clutter, her 
spirits still agitated, her S4>ul in a strange state 
of emotion, her nerves stunned and shaken. She 
appioaches,is troubled, fright seizes her; at first 
she believes herself damned—then converted-* 
she enters within the sacred inclosure, there she 
is soon stunned and seized with hysteric con- 
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vnliiowi; she cries out, wet^ sobs, rolk herotif 

on the straw in a frightful delirium. The 
assistants, the pceacbers and the saints^ redouble 
thcif Tooferatiom, the people ery Amea! The 
clutter and tumult increase: a conversion so 
aiiieeKe^ so exemplary, must not be bidden by 
the shades of night; torches of pitch-pine, 
gathered from the ueighbourhood, are soon 
bfongfa^ and cast a vivid light upon this loene 
of horror. The mother, the sisters, of the young 
giri run thither on hearing the noise, but instead 
of helping her, admire the mercy of God, who 
is pleased to call her among his saints. They 
join their voiees to those of the people, axid do 
Mt convey her into their cabin until she has 
become quite insensible. The fuilowuig day 
she believes herself to be a saint, and no moie 
subject to sin, whatever she may do. Further, 
she will give her experience, as it is called, for 
the edifieation of the community^ and rdates 
in public by what wuidmg paths the Lord has 
been pleased to conduct het to himself, and 
exhorts others to follow her example. And 
such is the power of imitation on the nerves, 
that it laiely happens that a conversion of this 
sort takes place without some other persons 
£iliiog into hysterics also. Frequently, twenty 
persons^ of every age, sex, and colour, roUthen*- 

o2 
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selves together peD-meU upon the straw, with 
haggard eyes and foaming mouths, in the midstof 
the saints, who pray, sii^gi sob, and cry with joy, 
to see so signal a triumph obtained over Satan. 

Methodism equalizes everything, so that you 
may see an old negress preaching to her master, 

a negro praying by his young mistress. You 
think I am joking, that I am speaking to you 
of the farces of Saint Medard, which made so 
much noise in the time of Voltaire; but what 
will you say when you know that, among a 
people eminently reasonable, this sect is the 
most diffused, and reckons three times as many 
members as any other? It augments every 
day, and will, probably, in a few years, be the 
only religion among the ignorant classes of the 
people. 

Unitarianism, on the other hand, is likely to 
become the predominant sect among enlightened 
persons. Although its followers are not yet 
very numerous, it, nevertheless, makes rapid 
progress. Nothing can be more simple than 

their doctrines. Tliey do not believe in the 

Holy Spirit, nor consider Jesus Christ but as 
an inspired man, created to serve as a model to 
the world. They do not believe m the eternity of 
future punishments, and they deny the inspira- 
tion of the Old Testament. Their worship is pure, 
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elegant^ and free from every species of ceremony 
or superstition ; they address themselves solely to 
thertesoDy both in the judiciously selected hyiiiii» 
they singy and in their sei mous, which latter are 
in general moral discourses of considerable 
Mterary merit. They have at their head, at the 
present time, a man of the rarest merit, and 
of exemplary virtue, a genuine Plato-<-Dr« 

Channino ; nothing can surpass his eloquence, 
or the purity of morals and doctrme which 
distinguish his preachmg. The libendity of 
this sect draws upon them the enunty of all 
the rest, but particularly of the PiesbyterianSi 
, who reproach them with being nothing but ill* 
disguised Deists, and with blaspheming the 
name of Christ every time they invoke it. 
Others deem the first reproach well-founded, 
smd that they do not go far enough. 
. Of all the sects in the United States the 
most ibnnidable is that of the Presbyterians, 
Its bilious children, austere disciples of the 
gloomy Calvin, have inherited all his gall and 
venom, and do not scruple to invest the Divinity 
with their spirit of vengeance ' and Satanic - 
wickedness. According to their doctrine, all 
men, without distinction, have been created to 
be damned, and deserve it richly for having 
committed the crime of being born. God, 
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hoiPmr, by m fetum td clenMocj^ dinl Ut 

Son to suffer for a part of the future rac('; and 
aUaws hift meritu to be applied to a small number 
of pfedetttiMtUd buings. Thoie, then, who art 
ccunprUed in that number will be saved; the 
tAm, wkattfer may be Aeir m«riti^ wiil be 
d«fiin«d, for good workt csimot of titetudm 
cancel original sin^ and Jesus Christ doea nol 
apply the merits of his ato n ement but to ivbom*- 
soever he pleases. Some ot them go so far as 
to preach that good worka are opposed to salv^ 
tion,' beeante they ioepm a false eooMeiieet 
Pretty religion^ indeed i as well worship the devil 
•t oaee, as a god of their fashion. This sect^ 
which was and is still the predominant religion of 
Scotland^ where tlie inimitable Sir Walter Scott 
has shewn it under its true colours andinhis most 
forcible manner^ is very numeious lu the United 
States. Whether it be real belief, or wheth^ it 
be hypocrisy^ this sect shows more seal for eon*> 
version than all the others put together* If it 
had been let alone^ it would soon hsive hnwight 
us back to the time of the "blue laws." They are, 
it is true, divided mto a thousand diiierent sects 
in respeet to doctrine, for fow of theirpreaohefs 
go so iar as I have just said; but in spite of 
S^at, they are all united by their discipline, and 
present a solid phalanx to those without^ whet^ 
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ever dissiiioii there may be among themaelvee. 
It ia prineipally they who eead out miseionaneB 

to preach everyM'here, who publish tmcts, and 
who fcund aoeietiQi of a thoasaiid difibreiit 
sorts. 

In the United State; competition is the 
grand mexim of the pifohc mind^ and this 
distinctive feature is perceptible in everything, 
— 4n the governmeiity in piirate enteiprieefly and 
in the chnich* Many young peop^ teomte m 
entirely iUterary educution in the thousand and 
oae ooUegee of the Union; thoee who have 
wherewith to live independent, or sufficient 
means to enter into a pro&aeion without de* 
peikBiig abecAvtely upon it^ can do my wdl; 
but there are many of them, the sons of poor 
hiffibandmen or mechanice^ who have nothii^, 
and yet cennot quit the Moses for the plough or . 
the plane. This is particulaiiy the case in 
New England, where everybody is weU-^noated. 
The most enterprising become lawyers or doc- 
tors, and, iinding the ground near them pre- 
occupied, go and establish themseifes on the 
frontiers. Many become schoolmasters; and, 
indeed, in all the Union, there is not a sehool- 
master who does not come fram these States^ 
The more idle become preachers. This road 
never leads to> equal enudnment with the two 



Digitized by Google 



SKETCH OF THE 



first, but it is more sure, and produces something 
from the &ni, whiki in tham mum rqputalaoii 
mmi be obtuned before a man ean make 
wberewith to live. If the young preacher 
poiemet talent, he enters into dispokes with 

tlie eldeis upoQ some obscure point of doctrine; 
heis exoommnnicated, raises a cry of persecution 
of the saints, founds a new sect^ and his fortune 
IS made. H.e may, however, fail m tbis attempt, 
and the surest step is to enrol himself quietly 
among the Presbyterian clergy. But how, 
with a limited number of good congregations 
which pay well^ and which the <^d nisturally 
desire to keep to themselves, how provide for 
this innumemble quantity of juvenile preachers? 
Herein priestly ingenuity displays itself.. 

First of all, missions must be sent to all the 
heathen nations. There are some of them in 
^e two Indies, but particularly in the islands 
of the Pacific^ in which the American priests 
have created for themselves a little Paraguay 
in the Sandwich Islands, where too they have 
done much harm by stopping the only trade for 
whidi the inhabitants of the country felt an in- 
cimation. Some of them may be fouiid also 
among our IndianSi whom they pretend to civi- 
lise, and to whom they do great injury, by en^ 
^ouragmg them to oppose goyerumenti for tear 
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oi losing their stations, which are excellent and 
vefy productiTe &niis. Moraorer, flome of them 
are sent whereyer^ througbottt the United States, 
there may not be a church of their denomination 
y^krly established. They tm^el on hoam* 
back, stopping at the houses of the devout, 
where they and their horses are well taken care 
of> for which they make payment in prayers 
and sermons. They correspond with directing 
committees^ raise snbscriptions for building 
chapels, which perhaps will never exist, preach 
everywhere, conveit, intrigue, sow dissension m 
famiUes, and when they haye made somcT inn 

pressioii upon a few dozen persons in a village, 
celebrate what they call a ^* revival of faith.'' 
To this end, five or six preachers at least unite 
and pray, sing and preach all day long fgr 
many following days. Enthusiasm smes the 
minds of the people, particularly of the women; 
they fast, they make collections for building or 
repairing the church, or for some other pious 
object. They distribute bibles, tracts, and re- 
ligious periodicals, organize some religious 
society, appoint a lay-committee to go from door 
.to door to gather iniuruiatiuu as to the spiritual 
condition of families^ and exhort them to go to 
church, and avail themselves of the present 
moment, whib the door of mercy is open to le* 

g3 
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ceive them into the couiinunion of saints. These 
geatlamaa are indifferently laceiTed by people 
of a decided opinion ; but timid people, who at 
iirst keep out of sight, are afterwards not proof 
against tbeir pereuafflons, and thua ewett the 
list of conversions despatched to head-quartera. 
The apparent effect of these "revival*" is to 
place a handeome new Bible in erery house in 
the district, to displace a certain sum oi money 
from the pocketa of the ciUzeaSy in order to put 
it you may easily imagine where, to put a stop 
to enjoyment, break the violnis and flutes, cause 
the 'dancingHnaater to emigratei lengthen by a 
foot the faces of the inhabitants, and turn their 
complexions yellow. These effects, however, do 
not last long, for the ladies soon dtsoorer that 
metamorphoses of tiiis sort du nut improve their 
ohances of getting husbands; and when the 
young preachers so holy and so eloquent, who 
displayed such hue teeth and a frill so well 
plaited, are gone away without making choice 
of any of the belles of the place, and are more- 
over replaced by a brigade of topographical 
engineers, come to make the plan of a canal, 
men who wear smart uniforms, swear, driuk 
mint-julap, do not go to church, but lore to 
dance^ — gaity returns, and, to ensure thdr being 
captivated, faith disappears, £aces become round 
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agaioi and the eomplennn of the fair lecover 
the roeefi whkli belong to them. 

Marhage is indeed a protitabie speculation for 
young preachers; if they are handeome young 

men, dress well, have in however small a degree 
the gift of speakings they appear with much 
advantage from the pulpit; and if the father of 
some rich young person is ever so little devoutly 
disposed, it depends upon him to secure tohim^ 
self the benefit of spiritaal advice, on the same 
conditions as the malade imagutaire, in Moiiere, 
wishes to seciire that of medicine. In general^ 

however, if he is young, the preacher ^^'ho 
mames a rich person throws off the gown and 
becomes a former or a merchant* 

Pious souls have so much care for the com- 
forts of the preachers, that there really exists 
in New England (atNewhaven, I believe,) a 
society of ladies wiiosc object it is to proTide 
wiTes for the missionaries destined to remote 

countries. If they have cast their eyes un some 
one, they take upon themselves the n^ociation; 
but, independently of that, they have always 
ready a store of disposable beauties, pious girls, 
vsceiTing a salary from the society on condition 
of being always ready to wed the first comer, 
and follow and assist him everywhere in his 
aposMic duty. Whenever the Foreign and 



us . SKETCH OF THE 

Home Misskmary Society has determined to 
establish a new statioDy whether in Crochin 

ChiDa, the Islands of the Pacific, or in the 
western deserts^ it fixes a salary for that duty, 
and makes choiee of a young man to fill the 

po^t He forthwith gives othcial information 
to the female society who find him a wife; they 
are iDarried frequently without haying seen each 
other before^ and pass from the altai: to the 
ihip, which may be going half round the globe, 
before they liav c recovered from their astonish* 
meat at finding themselves together. 

The great number of religious societies ex- 
isting in the United* States is truly surprisii^: 
there are some of them for every thing; for in** 
stance, societies to distribute the Bible, to dis- 
tribute tracts, to encourage religious journals, to 
convert, civihze, educate the savages ; to many 
the preachers, to take care of their widows and 
orphans; to preach, extend, purify, preserve 
reform the feith; to build chapels, endow con^i- 
gregations, support seminaries, catechise and 
convert sailors, negroes, and loose women; to 
secure the observance of Sunday, and prevent 
blasphemy, by piosecuting tl\e violators; to es- 
tablish Sunday schools, where young ladies 
teach reading aad the catechism to little rogues, 
male and female; to prevent drunkenness, ^c. 
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This Iftst society m particular is very aingu* 
hsff and rery much extended. The membert 

engage uever to drink any distilled liquor, nor 
to pemkit ha use in their families; but nothing 
hindeTS them from drinking wine. In that 
they mistake tlie Creator ibr a bad chemist. 
The number of these societies is always in- 
creasing by hundreds, because there is forth- 
with oae at least of each sort in each btate, and 
for each sect or denomination* Thus there are 
Protestant-episeopal, Methodist-episcopal, Me- 
thodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Evangelical, tec. 
Tract Societies for the State of New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, &c, &c. There is no end 
tothm. Of course, whateyer may be the object 
of the society, there must be at least a stci clary 
and a treasurer, an office, office charges, print- 
ing, postage, clerks, and all the appointments of 
a public odice, all which are iilled by preachers, 
and more or leas remunerated* This explains a 
little bow it is that the yineyard of the Lord 
is so iiouiishing; it is by these means that 
immense sums are extracted from the pockets 
of ihe people. There is certainly no clergry so 
costly to the people as the American clergy; 
but itis only lair to add that these contributions 
are strictly voluntary, and 1, for in%»tance, have 
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do Ti^ht to conpiAitiy feir no praftchfif crot 

received a cent from me. 
But that you may Ibeir ptooeedingB m all 

their lustre, transport yourself to the end of 
Nassau Street, in New York$ there you will see 
a magnifiMiil buildingy with white marble stepft 
and front: it belongs to a Bible Society, as the 
goldlettm above indioate* Oo in: a long corridor 
gives access to numerous rooms wHh mahogany 
doors; read the inscriptions on these doors : oflice 
of each or sneh society;'' office of the Referend 
Mr* Such-a-one, treasurer or secretary ot such 
or iuob eooiety/' Proceed ftirtfaer, yon wOl 
find a great bloated reverend gentleman perched 
upon a three-ioot stool before a desk, busy in 
peeting his ledger; around him some junior 
reverends assist him in his labour. You are, 
to all intents and parpoees,inacoanting-boiuie. 
I know it, because I have had drafts upon these 
g^tlemen; and all the difiereuce I have found 
between them and a banker has been, that they 
always invited me to give up the change 4o 
them, for the pnrpoees of the society. 

A young man, therefore, who enters into the 
church, always finds his place, and the means 
of making, if not a fortune, at least of drawing 
from thence a ]|leasant existence amidst abun- 
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danC6« If he be good-lookingi he marries; if 
aimnof tslmty Jm preachfli, btooiiiMi the ImmI 

of a sect, and writes; if he liave an aptitude 
Sk business, he iuvsats soiae new somtyi takes 
iifM>n hiiiuMlf tlM diractMNi of its afiUrSy tad 
look about you as sharply as you piease, you 
will be cheatod. 

You will ask me, probably, after readinsr this, 
if rehgiou, supported by such meaus^ and dis- 
ponng of SQch capitals, does not make great 
progress, and if it does not bid fair soon to pene- 
trate eyeryibiiig? On the contrary; with dift* 
culty does it keep its footing: it is like a ship 
saiUug against the tide, which seems to make 
nmch way if we lodk at the water^ and famaiiia 
stationary in respect to the shore; in tiie same 
way is Ae chareh cartiod away by the great 
current of opinions, literature, and modem phi** 
losophy, which nothmg can resist. This, above 
aU, is the great opposing power, and which will 
certainly end by overtlirowiog the Christian 
itligion; perhaps CTen this oirerthiow, con* 
sidered as that of a complete system, is more 
advanced in the United States than isgeneraUy 
belieiwd. But, besidee that, othev causes xm* 
spire to the same effect; the rising influence of 
the Unitarian sect is, perhaps, one of the most 
powerful. Pure theists, enlightened and Tirtuous 
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philosophers, they do not, it is true, openly attack 
mipenititioiii but they take away the support of 
then* names, which is much. Boston, for in- 
stance , was the centre of bigotry; it is become 
that of this philosophic sect, and the chief seat 
of letters. Every distinguished man iii that city, 
whether in politics or literature, is an Umtaiian. 
The University of Cambridge, which is near by, 
is the head quarters of the sect, and it spreads 
from one end of the Union to the other. Bat, in 
addition to this, there are other philosophic sects . 
which make a direct war on religion. 

In this free country every one may entertain 
what opinion he pleases, publish, it, and even 
live according to it, provided he does not 
offend against the civil law of the country. 

J j Accordingly, the United States have been the 

ftfafttsMirU^ I refuge of almost every visionary. It is from 

I this cause that the Moravian brethren, the shak- 

ing Quakers; the Harmonists, Mr. R. Owen, 
and Miss Wright, have transplanted themselves 
here, and made it their home. I shall pass over 
the three first species of monomaniacs \\ho 
have neither increased nor decreased since their 
foundation, about whom nobody troubles him- 
self, and who exercise no influence upon the spirit 
of the age; but the two last merit more atten- 
tion. Mr. Owen, you are aware, was the pro- 
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priAlior of New Laaark, in SooUand^ wlme be 
established a community of oottcHHiiMnnen: 

these people lived in common, their children 
were educated and well clothed, and, in the 
intervals of their labuui, wiiich, though shoiitr 
than in other factories, wa» more productiyCp 
they were occupied with literature and the arts: 
so judicious were the arrangements* Hence the 
idea struck him, that the existing state of society 
might be improved, so as tu destroy entuely all 
the causes of moral and ev^en of physical enl. 
To this end nothing was necessary but to live 
in common, according to the plan which he 
proposed* Poasessed of an immense fortune, 
followed by some ardent disciples, hiuibeli 
extremely enthusiastic and very sincere, en^- 
dowed with considerable aptitude for business, 
the art of persuasion, and invincible patience, 
he came to the United States to try to establish 
there his co-operative towns. His doctrine is 
undisguised materialism and atheism: he denies 

the existence of all morality, acknowledges no 

other object of existence than happiness, and 

regards everythtng a good which conduces to 

that end: he refers to physical order all the 

phooomenaof moral order: he does not deny 

the existence of crime, but attributes it to the 

obstacles which existing society opposes to the 

« 
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happineSB of the majorityi and thinks, by over- 
trnnino; tbene obstaeleSy to destroy them eniif^ly. 
There can be no doubt that, if everybody was 
happy, there would be no crimes ; but happi- 
ness is not equally distributed, a position on the 
tmth of which Mr. Owen, in great part, rests 
his syvtera. He pretends that every one has 
talents for a particular thing, of which he 
ought not to be vain, since it is the result of his 
organization; that all arts, trades, professions, 
are therefore equal in dignify; that all labour, 
therefore, should be equally remunerated; that 
in his corporative towns, every one worked 
ma. or (right hours a day, according as each was 
disposed, abundance would be the result, and 
all the enjoyments of luxury and the arts, and 
even m iticrease of capital, to be employed in 
the education of the next generation, who, bom 
in the midst of abundance and happiness, edn* 
cated without any of our pi ej udices, far removed 
firom vice and want, ignorant even of their 
names, connol fltil to make imi inense strides m 
the sciences and arts conducive to happiness. 
But keep in mind, that there exists no curb to 
the uniuuited liberty which this system allows. 
MaiTiage does not exist; eveiybody enters 
into and dissolves connexions at pleasure; the 
children aie brought up at the common expense. 
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It is true^ that far f rom encouraging libertinism, 
Mr* Owen pretends thmt man, being MturaUy 
inclined to monogamy, he will choose for himself 

and bold to his cboice more faiib- 
fUly than if he mm constrmied by laws. This 
is very probable. Dreammg, tiien^ of the trans- 
fefmation of d&e eaith into an wmiBal Arcadia, 

of men and women into innocent beintrs, enjoy- 
ing uninterrupted happiness superior to any 
thing we can ccmeeiTe ol in our ptes^ eorriipt 
BtatCi — announcing the destruction of the insti- 
tutions of tibe country brfofe the term of two 
years, and pi caching Atheism, this honest en- 
thusiast traversed the country, and hnaliy 
bought very oonsideraUe property in the west 
He previously lectured everywhere, even before 
Congressy and gained many partisans among 

the liteiaiy class, or rather, some young natu- 
ralists and medical students declared themselves 
his disciplesr He set off with them tothe baek 
woods, there established a community, expend- 
ed a great deal of money, and, after a time, 

returned. 13 at Philadelphia was not yet 

deserted, the institutions of old society still 

remained 9 in a word> he had entirely missed 

his aim. He then returned to England, where ^ 

he now is, deekring that America i% of all | V^<^^'^'^^*^' ^ 

countries, the mostcuirupted and the least capa- CtuMAjt^*^** 
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I ble of receiving his doctrines* The society 
he founded exists, however, and even pnb* 
lishes a newspaper. His disciples^ in adopt- 
ing bis theory up to a certain point, have 
abandoned the idea of bis co-operatiYe towns; 
the truth is, it was easier to find artists, doc- 
tors, and naturalists, than labourers, cooks, 
aad ieniiiiiental shoe-blacks, well educated 
young men, who felt a natural taste for brushing 
clothes or mixing up in a mortar during part of 
the day^ in order to pass the remainder in lite- 
rary and philosophical conyersations, deyoting 
themselves, at the same time, to the pure and 
refined pleasures of sentimental lo^e. 

Owen then missed his aim; but he certainly 
constituted an epoch. His frank and polished^ 
but irreyocable, manner of attacking revelation, 
produced a veiy great efi'ect. He never takes 
offence, regarding a man who giyes him a box 
on the ear in the same light as a tree which 
might fall upon his head: he tries to prevent it, 
but he does not vex himself about it. The 
clergy were all iaiiiy stuinied by his arrival, 
and dared not persecute him, for fear of in- 
creasing his influence. After some time, even 
a preacher, the Rev. Mr. Campbell, consented 
to enter into a public discussion with him in a 
church; it lasted several days, before a very 
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numerouB auditory, and, on faking the show of 

hands, the minister had an immense majority. 
Notwithstanding this, the people are now 
accustomed to hear and read free discussion 
upon the foundations of their Mih, and to 
reflect, without prejudice, upon these subjects. 
Thirty years ago, Thomas Paine was all but 
stoned for advocating doctrines which are now 
propagated by five or six papers m the United 
States. There is certainly an improreinent. 

These improvements would have been still | 
much greateri if Mr. Owen's disciples had^ 
limited themselves to attacking old errorsA ^ 
without trying to engraft new ones, and | 
without attempting to reform society. Miss 
Wright, a person of considerable mental power, 
has taken in hand the cause of women^ so 
cruelly oppressed by the tyrannical masculine 
aex, and also those of the negroes and Indians* 
She adds, from time to time, some little diatribes 
gainst every species of social order, and runs 
about the Union preaching materialism and 
anarchy in the name of virtue and liberty. 

Many other disciples of the same sect are 
established in the great towns, and try to pro» 
duce a political convulsion by operating on the 
minds of the poor and working classes, and di- 
recting them against the rich and all social order 
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whatever* Tbey preach Agranaa laws, the equal 
dfiiviikm of pioperty, the wii^maltty gnitm* 
tous classical education^ aud t l y by these meaas 
to increase ihar mflaencie. They have alieady 
succeeded, even in the city of New York, to con- 
trol QDiB or two dectionsy but this iii£M;tiatioii can 
only be temporary. The people of the United 
States are too happy and too reasonable to let 
themseWea be led away by a jugglery like this^ 
a true athei&tic St. Simonism. After all, these 
aeots domuch more good than harm, for, if they 

mislead some maniacs, they promote a collision 
of c^inioiMi, and thereby dicit truth and counter- 
balance the exertion of the clergy. The mam of 
the Athenian people were neither cymes, epicu- 
Yeansy mur peripatetics. These aecta existed, and 
disputed among themselves; the people became 
enUghtened, weighed their arguments, . and 
doubted. It is to this point the people <^ the 
United States are tending* In anotlier genera* 
tion the nation will be no longer Christian, bat 
y^^^^jj^^0^ I ^ ^^^^ ^® Owenite. It will be wise, happy, 

and debvered fiKHu the yoke of the priests, which 
now weighs upon it. 

It muM be admitted, that looking at the phi* 
siognomy of the United States, its celigton is 
the only feature which disgusts a foreigner. A 
Sna4sy, particularly in the north and east, is a 
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day of gloom, and well calculated to make one 

regret other couutries^ eveu Ajustha, to au ejulfi* 
The Israelilfia in the deaert k)nged fiur tba fleah- 
pots of Egypt. Oa that day there is no theatre, no 
visiting; the siyypB <»gaahttt» the atgeela doaaft«d» 
the communications interrupted. The post- 
office of the United States is barely permitted 
to send despatohes, and this, thanks to tha 
aautheim representatives* People go out only 
to go to church, Evary body wcais a snlka 
and taciturn air. raiuilies have no cuuking on 
that day; they live on the leavings the dagr 
before. The women assemble in a circle, each 
with a Bible in hand, wlueh siie nuakes beUeve 
to read while yawning. The men do the like^ 
or under that pretext shut themselves up in 
their dosat and look lAto their private busioess» 
sure of not being interrupted on the sabbath, 
as it is called* But, who do they mean to de* 
ceive? I often said to myaelf, when lodging 
on similai' scenes, and knowing the indivi- 
dual opinions of the different members. The 
fact is that nobody is deceived, although there 
is a desire to deceive eveiy body. Every body 
knows very well flie degree, of sinceiity there is 
in the religion of his neighbour, but nobody 
likes to be the first to take off the mask. The 
master is there, every body is a candidate 
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for his favour a country in which public 
opinion raigns without mixtore. He must 
be flattered, and the flatterers deceive theaw 

selves as to his opimoos. The notion generally 
entertained of the strength of religions piejn- 
dices is luucli exaggerated, and the time is 
not far distant which will terminate the influ- 
ence of the clergy and the forced hypocrisy 
which It produces, and show that those who 
willingly subnit to it, coutitnte a very feeble 
auQority. The sceptical party has only to know 
its strengthi to shake ofl" entirely the yoke of 
superstition, and tot some time it has been 
making immense progress towards that object. 
The influence of the clergy, moreover, is meidy 
apparent; it is absolute, certainly, upon matters 
ofform, but at bottom nobodycares for it. Even 
formerly it was not strong enough to hinder the 
election of Mr. Jefferson, who denied publicly 
all belief in the Bible. Now it could do still 
less: in fifty years it will be able to do no- 
thing. 

Note^We mtpect ooondenble engganlMMi and some 
miilakes In the ststementi ef the aiidior dnmififaeiit Ihk 

ehapter, particularly m r^ard to the Pre^abjteriaiis and Mr. 
Owen^t diaciples. — ^Ta. 
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LETTER SIXTH. 

On the Admin ist&ation of JudTiC£. The au' 
thorns entrance into the profession of the Law^ its 
agrccablcness ; (jentral view of American lawy 
its origin; the sovereignty of the people; constitu- 
tion of the United States^—ofthe separate States ; 
treaties with foreign powers; statute law; com- 
mon law ; different sorts of tribunals ; the supreme 
court of the United States; inferior courts; 
Jurisdictions of the several courts ; different 
miodes of proceeding; Chancery and Admiralty 
Jurisdictions; district courts; Circuit courts; 
Writs f habeas corpus, mandamus, quo warranto; 
officers of the courts; theJudge^ the Clerks the 
Sheriff; Grand jury ;Petty jury ; witnesses; pro- 
ceedings in court in criminal cases; in civil cases; 
in equity cases ; conclusion. 

Srusuh; Jamtary IBZISt, 

My life bus been one of agitation. Placed by 
fate in many singular and contradictory posi- 
tions, I have always been submissive to its de- 
crees and curions to observe where the current ' 

on which I have been borne would carry nie; 
and truly I have never had much cause to com- 

u 
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plain : on shores to which I have been carried, I 
hardly know how I hare gathered many flowersy 
and, often, the region I have expected to find 
moit barren hai tamed oat the moat fertile in 
agveeaMe mitatioiiB. I will give you an in- 
stance. Settled in a new country like tiiat 
which I have deecribed to you, lome reveraes of 
fortune rendered my financial pui>ition embarras- 
sing. AttheageoftwentyHiixIbecamealawyer« 
One of my neighbours quitting practice, I pwir- 
chased of him his professional library for a couple 
of oxen and a biU at long date; and thus pro- 
vided I sat down to study law, during the dead 
Mooaof winter, «t the ««>6 time gi^ doe 
attention to my plantation. I extricated myself 
frommydi&culties. Moreover, where 1 looked £or 
nothing but disagreeable and unprofitable toil, 
Rii employment directly opposite to my tastes, 
habits, and previous notions, I foond a very en- 
gaging profession, one which I have since pursued 
with enthusiasm and never speak of but with de- 
light. With us the lawyer is the first man in the 
State, the true ariBtoeracy of the country; and 
besides the moral and political influence he en- 
joys, -his life IS a coiitiiiaLd buccessiou ui interest- 
ing occupations in which he is at once au actor 
and a spectator. To me, indeed, nothing is com- 
parable to the interior of a law-court. 1 could 
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ptss my life in one nith plenwiTey even if doomed 

to be silent. Talk of the theatre ! it is but a very 
feeble and awkward imitation of a court of jui- 
tice. There, we have the thiug itself. Tragedy, 
farce, melodrama, comedy, all are there, with the 
advantage too of mneb better actors, becanse 
they represent passions they really feel: I 
speak of interaited parties and witnesses. It » 
necesbary to hav e practised, to know the pleasure 
there is in panning an idea, in dislodging a law 
winch seems to avoid you through twenty 
volumes; forcing it from one intrenchment to 
another. And when at last you hold it, after 
having verihed a thousand citations, what a 
triumph! Is not this a much better thing than 
entrapping a red fox after a chase of twenty 
miles I You proceed to the kearmg : how keenly 
you enjoy the surprise your discovery produces in 
the adverse party. He wishes to postpone the 
cause. You do not permit him, he must plead 
instanter. The examiiiation of witnesses be- 
gins. All are for him, — until you cross-examine 
them. I know nothing more amusing than to 
examine, before a good jury, a witness, half fool, 
half knave, and well tutored by the opposite 
party. What skill is necessary to make him 
contradict himself, and with what iacility after- 
wards, do you demolish the edifice which your 

b2 



Digitized by Google 



SKETCH OF THE 



adversary's reasoning has been building. The 

pleadings follow: the counsel is then an actor, 
and in bis finest part; and if he acquit himself 
handsomely, whether lie lose or gain the cause, 
he feels conscious of having done everything 
possible to do, and even his client, though a loser, 
concurs in the unanimous approbation of 
the assembly and the court. So that what- 
ever may be the fate of the cause, it is always 
a means of triumph for the lawyer. 

I can speak of this profession in no other man- 
ner than con amove, iov the happiest hours of my 
life have been those which I have devoted to it, 
and I am now going to try, well or ill, to give 
you a sketch an imperfect one, no doubt^ of the 
adriiinistration of justice in the United Stales. 
I shall endeavour to observe the best possible 
order, but I must apprise you beforehand that 
I have no books with me, and consequently 
cannot cite my authorities in due form. I 
shall also be obliged to make use of many tech- 
nical words, because, owing to the difference of 
the laws, there are no corresponding terms in 
French, or I am unacquainted with them. I 
shall abstain from making any comparison 
between the American and French systems, 
because the latter is not so familiar to me, and 
because every one may do so. 
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Our govemmeDt and institutions are an ex- 
periment. It is true that nearly two genera- 
tions have passed away since the reyolution to 
which the United States owe their existence, 
and that &o far, it the progress we have m every 
way made be considered^ it must be admitted 
that our attempt has not turned out amiss. 
Buty as I have already had occasion to say, 
the principle of our government is wliolly new, 
and very little known out of the country. It 
consists in the soyereignty of the law, and in 
the supremacy accorded to its ministers and 
interpreters: it becomes important, therefore, 
to examine into the origin of the law and its 
various kinds* 

The people of the United States being sove- 
reign, not only in theory and right, as elsewhere, 
but in practice, and by the writftan law. of the 
country, have been pleased to give themselves 
a constitution and to confide to certain hands 
the exercise of its supreme power. As long then 
as the constitution exists, it is the law para- 
mount, a supremacy to which everything must 
yield. The people have made it, the people alone 
can unmake or amend it; so far it is executive in 
all the courts of justice, and no law contrary to 
it can exist. Observe the great difference be- 
tween England and the United States. In 
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England, accaixlmg to the law of the country, 
th« Parlittmenty compoMd of King, Lords, and 
Commons, is absolute, and knows no check to 
its authcNrity. It can even reconstract itself, 
as it bas already done many thnes in history, 
and as it is now employed m domg. In the 
United Btates this power resides only in the 
people assembled in convention, or expressing 
their will in any other manner eqnally expfarit. 

All American law then is derived from the 
solemn declaration of independence made on 
tihe 4th of July, 1776, by the American con- 
gress. The nation then recognised itself free„ 
mdqpeiident, and sovereign, and until, by a new 

and equally soleain declaration, it gives itself a 
master, it is so in fact and in law* 

As I have already stated, the present consti- 
tution of the United States was adopted by a 
ooQTentionin 1788; it has been already ammded 
many times since, and, until it be changed, it 
lemains our government May it long continue 
to be so, and to protect our advancement ! It is 
the sacred ark, — and woe to whoever touches it. 

But besides the constitution of the United 
States, each State has its own; some older,, 
some newer, than that of the United States. 
There are one or two of them even anterior to^ 
the revolution, and still bear the name of ^* char^ 
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ters,'' being considered as granted by the pro- 
piMtm or by the crown. Whan a territory 
attains a population of forty thousand souls, it 
is authorized by an Act of Congress to oonvoke 
a oonyention and to giTe itaelf a oonatitation ; 
which constitution must be approved by Con- 
gress before the new State is admiftted into the 

Union. I may add, that to make a constitution 
in the United States^ where there are so many 
models before it, is not diffionlt. When the 
people of a State think they discover defects in 
the constitution, they do not revolt; there is no 
commotion; they simply try to get such persons 
elected members of the legislature as consent 
tosiunmonaconTKQition. The State of Virginia ^ 
presents a remarkable instancet For a long 
time there were two parties opposed, one ot 
which desned tlie overthrow of the constitution. 
What th^ found &ult with was the fixing of an 
electoral rent-qualification, and the distribution 
of the refmsentation, a measure which gave all 
the power and hoAuenee to the longest inha- 
bited part of the State, whilst the more recent, 
although now the richest, was entirdy sacrificed. 
Those who profited by the old constitution de- 
ieiMibd it^ the others attacked it. Parties were 
nearly equal, and fcr many years all the elections 
turned upon this question. The legislature at last. 
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unwilling to pronounce on the question^ ordained 
byalawythatattbene'xt election eyery one should 
add to his vote the words convention,*' or no 
conyention/' and that the majority should de- 
cide. The muovators succeeded by a siuaii lua- 
jority. The convention was conrdLcd and never, 
perhaps, sat an assembly so remarkable for its 
ability, virtue, and experience. All the dis- 
tmgttished men of the State were elected to be 
there, for every body is eligible to a convention, 
¥^tever office he may fill besides. Thus the 
members of Conoress, the old presidents, the 
judges, as well of the United States as of the 
States, the officers of the federal army and 
navy, — ail persons generally ineligible by their 
offices were there found together. After a very 
long and stormy session, they adopted a consti- 
tution which was submitted to the suffirage of 
the people, and passed also by a feeble majo- 
rity ; and it has now become the fundamental 
law of the State. This constitution extends the 
electoral right to every white man paying taxes, 
equalizes the representation and changes com^ 
pletely the organization of the tribunals. Was 
not this a better way of undertaking the reform 
of institutions than by cutting one another's 
thi'oats for some years, to obtain after all only 
anarchy or despotism ? 
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The constitiitioii of the United States is above 
those of the States, so that if any one of these 

contained provisions contrary to that^ it would 
be absolutely null. If, for example^ a State 
coiuention adopted hereditary magistrates, or 
titles of nobilityi such an article would be oon^ 
sidered as of no force, and the courts of justice 
would refuse to act upon it. The constituiiou 
ther^m, both as respects the United States 
and each State^ is the highest law, and that 
contrary to which no power can legislate* 

Treaties with foreign powers are the second 
species of law in point of dignity. Ac- 
cording to* the constitution, they are the 
supreme law of the country, so that any law 
may be abrogated or amended by a treaty. 

This provision is very remarkable, for us treaties 
are negociated by the executive power ezciu- 
sirely , and are ratified only by the president and 
iseaata, the constitution seeiDs to give to 
these two powers the faculty of destroying of 
themselves Acts in which the house of repre- 
sentatives has also concurred. This provi- * 
sion is, however, a wise one; for if it be-* 
come necessary^ in order to make a treaty, that a 
law bemodified,it is desirable to simplify asmuch 
as possible the means of doing so. Besides, as 
every financial measure must first be brought 

H 3 
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btfore the lioiue of reptesentatiTesy it follows 
thttt tny tfeaty whiefa loight hhwe an inAoenee 
rnpon the finances of the States or might necea- 
■itite w expenie in order to carry it into exe* 

cution^ could have no efieet in this respecti but 
by an Aet of the three fmrtiB, originating in the 
hofiee of repreeentatives. A eompfomiee is thna 
ei^ted between the two houses, as the senate 
does not ratify witbont being sore that the repre- 
sentatives will vote the supplies. Moreover, 
this queetioQ is still a little obscurei and, like 
many others, eannot be made clear bat by 
judicial decisions. 

The third species of law which prevails in 
the United States are the statutes, or written 
laws. These are Acts passed by the senate 
and house of representatives, and approved 
by the president. They are published as they 
are passed^ and also at die end of each session* 
Of these laws there exist already mauy editions, 
with notes and references to the decisions of the 
courts, shewing thm applicaticii. Bat Ibis is 
only a small portion «of the written law. In 
political or criminal matteis, the laws of the 
United States in general suffice in the federal 
eoorts^ (vnless they decide by- the kap hei, as I 
shall explain by and bye,) but in civil matters, 
and in the States, it is very different. First 
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of ail, there all the English whttea law, trom 
the conuneiiceiiient, until t]ie44hof July, 1776; 
then the laws promulgated by the State from 
its oommeneeniait ; in some Btaiai, sneh 
as Loiusiima, Missouri, and Mississippi, the 
French and Spanish oidonnancet have also tbmr 
share of •paw&r. By the eonstituticm of the 
United States, their laws are superior to those 
of the States in the rery rare oases in which 
these two powers may have happened to legis- 
late upon the same matter. But what compli** 
eates the matter more is that a statute must 
never be taken singly, but must be accounted as 
party and beiii g the complement of all the statntes 
in pare materia. A law, therefore, passed yes- 
terday, repealing a law passed twenty years 
a^o, revives, without intending it, a law of a 
century old, which latter may have bjeen repealed 
merely by a danse in the law of twenty years 
ago. Between contradictory enactments, the 
last law has always the advantage, provkled 

that the meaning be not obscure, in which case 
it must be interpreted by all which has been 
enacted , upon the matter before, and above all 
by the decision of the courts. However, there 
are some general rules of explanation: for 
instance, every penal statute must be construed 
in fiivor of the accused; all fiscal statutes in 
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favor of the revenue; all civU statutes in the 
most equitable manner; but wbefever the senae 
is clear, the statute must be construed literally : 
the maxim being He lex scripta est. 

We come at last to the fourth species of law ^ 
that truly which binds^ enUveus, ami harmonizes 
all the rest: I mean the common law, or law 
of custom. How shall I define it? — a gigantic 
incubus, extending from the remotest times 
(Iowa to our owu days; au la visible being, 
which envelopes us like the air we breathe; it 
is the same, and yet constantly changing : it is a 
mysterious sybil, who has always a satisfactory 
answer for those who consult her; but an easy 
divinity, who aiiovvs its high priests to recon- 
cile as they can its contradictory oracles, and 
chancres its will accord ins^ to their last decision. 
Its power covers, e^iiplains, modifies, everything ; 
from the constitution to the gospel, everything 
submits to it: people, kings, and priests, nobles 
or plebeians, slaves or masters, all are equal 
before it. But if its might is irresistible, it is 
not tyrannical. It is always ready to listen to 
good advice, to profit by it, and to settle eveiy* 
thing ior the best. 

How otherwise can I explain to you the ex- 
istence of this law, which originated, if we are 
to believe legal writers, in the customs of the 
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ancient Britons ; was modified by the laws and . 
usages of the Anglo-Saxons ; under the Nor^ 
mans, became mixed with the feudal doctrine ; 
followed, step by step, the progress 6f enligh* 
tenment; and always exactly expressed the 
wants of the nation. Where shall I find it, that 
I may show it to you ? It changes every day 
in every state. Sir William Blackstone, in his 
kanied Commentaries, has taken it, as it were, 
on the wing, and made a portrait of it, which 
was no doubt very like it at the time ; and in 
England people recognize it there still, although 
since his time it has been much altered and im- 
proved: meanwhile Blackstone continues an 
authority. This law consists in general and often 
contradictory maxims, overloaded with divisions, 
distinctions, decisions, which are still explained 
for fear they should be understood. On one 
nde, for instance, my Lord Coke tells you, very 
gravely, that common sense is part and parcel 
of the law of England :— why have I not his 
book to quote to you? — ^but a little farther on 
he adds, that the Christian religion, as un- 
derstood by the English church of his time, 
is also a portion of the same common law. Af- 
terwards he tells you that the common law 
existed from time immemorial. He explains, 
finally, that the common sense of which he 
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&peaks i& not that of all the world, but a legal 
i^mminn geofie^ — mouldodi pfobahiy^inthe into^ 
nor of the judges' wigs of his time. 

Bat to what purpose do I hold up to you the 
apparant absurditiet of ihe common law? I 
could heap up voiuraes of them. They would 
foim but a very small spot on the beaul^ of tlie 
institutioiib which it has created. And, another 
thing, do the(^ absurdities exist now I la 
Bnglend, perhaps, if I may beUere Lord Bimig>» 
ham and Jeremy Beutham (a man of system, 
and too full of prepoeseseions to be lightly taken 

for a guide); but in America I can affimi tliat 
thef have almost all disappeared. In England 
there exUta a party who ding to the errora of 
times past ; it is possible that, with the court, 
wigs, and gowna, it baa pmerred physical tor- 

tures, the ''jury de ventre inspiciendo/' the ^Svagtr 
of battle," and the wager of law/' I do 
noty however, believe it ; but in America, whm 
the past has no party, where all tlie nation 
imssea forward into a glorious future of light 

and prosperity, they have all disappeared in 
practice; and it may be said emphatically, that 
common sense forms the diief part of the Ame** 
rican common law. 
Thecammonlawisof priorauthority toany coih 
• stitution, any written law, and even any tribunal, 
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for H in that which regulates the mode of pro* 
ceedmg in the legislative chambers, and even 
in conrentioiis ; which indicates the manner of 
foiiaing the statutes; and, as soon as u tribunal 
m created, inTetta it instantly trith all the 
powers necessary to its protection, regulates the 
forms of proceeding there, determines the ex* 
tent of its jmrisdietion, and the respectire ftrne* 
tions of its ditfetent officers. It is true that, 
from time ta time, a statute comes Unndetingly 
across its path; bat the great all absorbs it, 
haimonizes it, amalgamates it with the mass of 
fegislatiofn, ecniBia&ts on it, explains it, until 
the ground is forgotten, and nothing is known 
hat the deciakms to which it has giTen place. 
Is there one among a hundred English lawyers, 
or a thousand Americans, who have read the 
ftmous statntes of Ihmsj whidh regulate the 
possession of goods by mortmain and feudal 
tenures; or the statute of frauds, which regn-* 

lates reciprocal guarantees in personal matters! 
every day, however, somebody cites them, or r»* 
ther the mcrustation of juridical deosions which 
cover them. 

But yon ask me, where then do you find, and 
where do you study your connnon law • First 
<tf all in elementary bo^d^s: that is to say, in 
the numerous treatises published upon the 
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whole law or its Tarions parts, by eminent ma- 

gistratcs, who take care to cite the decisions of 

the courtei on which they rely. Every day there 
are new editions wiUi explanatory notes, and 

such alterations as the law may have undergone 
since the previous edition. The last edition is, 
of course, the best. Secondly, in the reports of 
decisions m the superior courts; for each su- 
preme court pays a reporter, whose duty it is 
to publish the decisions of the court, with the 
reasons which hare guided it, and a succinct 
account of the cause. The infinite multiplica- 
tion of these books of reports, both in England 
and the United States, have suggested the con- 
venience of digests, setting Ibrlh, in alphabeti- 
cal order, the subjects of all the decisions : they 
refer you to the most important or explicit cause 
of the sort, and abridge much labour and re- 
search. 

VV lien a doubtful question of law comes be- 
fore an inferior court, it decides it by the de- 
cisions of tlic court of appeal to which it is 
subject, provided that court has already de- 
cided. In the contrary case, the court is guided 
by the decisions of the Engli^Ji courts, by those 
of the United States, or of the other States, and 
by the opimons of eminent jurisconsults, as 
documentary information only,attaching to them 
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more or less weight according to the reputaUou 
of the jadgeswho have put them fertb. The court 
then decides^ the judge, intrusted to deliver its 
opinion doing bo at length in writing, and answer- 
in^ the arguments adduced by counsel. This 
opinion^ which remains on the roils of the 
court, becomes the law of that tribunal until it 
is reversed by a superior court. Any party think- 
ing himself aggrieved by the opinion delivered 
may appeal from it to the proper quarter, and 
it is only when the supreme court of the United 
States, or of the State, has decided, that the law 
becomes fixed upon the matter. And, after all, 
as there are never two cases exactly ahke, 
it is always easy for the superior court to dis- 
cover some circumstance, sufficient to destroy 
the apparent analogy, and permit it to reform 
the first decision. This is what we of the trade 
call splitting a hair in four ; which is not one of 
the least agitj cubic employments of the profession. 

It is then chiefiy in the courts that the law is 
to be acquired; the judges are its professors, 
their opinions the real lessons, as the pleadings 
of the counsel are the real theses. This is so 
true, that in England there exists no chair, no 
professorship for common law * ; ttiose who are 

*It is true thaii in 1758, Sir VViUiam Blackstooe was ap- 
pointed profenor oC a cIssb of conuBoa law fomuUd al Ibe 
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intdaded for tba bar beijog adautted into the 
•ttidieB of the piMtiliaiftav, whom tli( y attend 
to the courts, residing m tbeir houses ; submit- 
ting to an univenity diaciplino in boildingi con<- 
tiguuus to the court of justice, called the inns 
of courty and raceiving no other instruction than 
ftouk the mouths of the judges, the real eoufce 
and fountain of common law. 

To nndentand perfisetly the different aoita of 
courts which exist in the United States ; it is 
necMsary to consider them under difierent 
points of view, and first of all as to their origin. 
Now all the courts were created either by the 
eonstitutton, or by a law of the constituted power, . 
or they existed previously to any constitution 
and all laws, from time immemorial* 

The first soi t of courts are the key of the 
souai arch : their duration is coeval with the con- 
.itit«tk>n, tbeya»<»eof thee<M>idin^p<m«» 
of the State, and above all laws of the legislature, 
which cannot change their privileges or give 
them new. The supretue court of tiie United 

Univefsity of Oxfofd, by Mr. Viner. To this appointtnent 
we owe his ezccJlait commentariefl ; bat since bis time, the 
chair of common law has become wholly a sinecure. A 
young man who is mtended for the bar camiot learn enough 
at univetn^; and for other p«opls> BlMkstooe is more 
tiHHi mffioieiit* 
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States ia of this sort. Its compcmtion and its 

jurisdiction being iixed by the constitution, can- 
not be aheied; and^ on more than one occasion, 
in which theOongtess had thought proper, by a 
law, to confide to it additional functions, the 
oonrt declared itself incompetent, and consi- 
dered the law as nui and void. In almost all 
the States there exist courts of this kind, bnt 
you will not expect me to give you a detailed 
account of the legislation of the twenty-four 
States ; they are, moreoYer, so mnch alike, that 
in describing to you those oi tiie United States, 
and pointing out the more striking differences, 
you IV ill be able to fbim a general idea of the 
whole. 

In general, the eonslitutio&, after having 
established the supreme court, kaves it to the 
legislature to estabhsh, distribnte, and modify 
the inferior courts accordmg to the interest of 
the tabmmU This is necessary in a country in 

which the progress of civilization is so rapid ; 
for otherwise it would happen that vast and 
populous countries would be without tribunals, 
while there would be too many of them in the 
place by which colonization had commenced. 

The law which creates these courts, called sta- 
tutory courts, is the condition of their existence, 
and regulates everything concerning them: it 
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belongs to themselves, however, to explain tius 
law and apply it, always well aDderalood under 
the superior sanction of the supreme court. All 
the courts of the United States, except the 
supreme court, and nearly all the state-courts, 
aie of this kind ; and^ for the most part, also, 
courts-martial, both military and naval, courts of 
chancery or equity, and corporation courts. 
Courts-martial originate in the regulations for 
the <^overnment of the army and navy, and cor- 
respond exactly with councils of war. Courts 
of equity do not exist in all the States : in 
some they are established by the constitution; 
in others, their powers are confided to the cNtdi- 
nary judges. As to the corporatioii courts, 
they are granted by the legislature to the large 
towns, and are intrusted with the summaiy juris- 
diction within the city, and to settle triilmg civil 
actions which do not exceed a certain sum, which 
varies in each particular case. All these courts 
may be abolished, modified, and reconstructed, 
by the Jiut of the legislature. 

The courts existing from time immemorial, 
distinguished by the name of common-lsw 
courts, are like those which administer justice 
in England ; the origin of the King's Bench is 
lost in the darkness of time. I think, but am 
not however sure, that the court of Common 
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Pleas, which sets at Philadelphia, has existed 
- likewise since the colonization of the country, 
without having been created by any law : it is, 
perhaps, the only conrt of record so situated in 
the United States ; but all justices of peace are 
so. These latter constitute the first step in the 
juridical hierarchy ; their existence is anterior 
to any constitution or law : their functions, both 
civil and criminal, as well as their jurisdiction, 
are determined by the common law : they are 
the same in England as in the United States. 
It is true, that their politicaror administrative 
functions vary, as well as the mode of their 
nomination, and the sum to which their civil 
jurisdiction extends. These difierent objects 
are defined by the constitution or the laws of 
each State. All justices of peace in the States 
belong in common to the United States, and 
exercise their functions in the federal courts; 
they are the only magistrates who possess this 
double capacity. 

Another aspect under w iiich to consider the 
difierent courts is, with reference to their dig- 
nity : they are divided into courts of record and 
not of record ; the former are furnished with a 
register or record, which is supposed to report 
faitli fully and uninterruptedly all that is said 
and done by or before the court from its com- 
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meocemeuL Tke truth of the record caonoi 
be questioned or contradicted in any case; and 
I have seen a party put out of cuui t because^ 
by a raittake of the jiamei be bad been described 
as dead upon the record. This is the absolute 
truth; any body may inspect the record by pay- 
ing the registrar, and may take extracts nnd«r 
the seal oi the court, which are valid, unless 
an error of the copyist be proved, or a dimino** 
tion of record. All the civil and criminal courts 
are courts of record, and as such, possess, in 
virtue of the common law^ the power of im- 
prisuauieat and fine for any contempt which 
may be offered to them, whether directly or by 
disobeying their orders and decrees. Thus, as 
soon as a constitution or a law establishes a 
court, and says that it shall have a record, it 
gives to it, at the same time, a power clearly 
defined by the common law* Courtsnnartial, 
justices of peace, and some corporation courts, 
arc not courts of record ; every thing in them 
is supposed to be done orally, and they do not 
keep any register of their transactions. It is 
true, that justices of peace, in some States, are 
authorised to keep certain registers, but they do 
not possess the saci^edness of the record, and 
are only considered as memorandums. 

We come at last to the most important dis- 
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tmctioii between the different courts, namely, 
their juiisdictioii* I will endeavour to explain 
clearly the difference between the federal courts 
and the state courts, obserring, that an exposi- 
tion of the jurisdiction of the former may be 
received as applicable to the latter ; for the state 
courts have full and entire jurisdiction in every 
thing which, by the consiilution of the United 
States, has not been restricted to the federal 
courts. I sliall consider, then, first of all, the 
civil, cnminal, equity, and admiralty jurisdic- 
tions of the federal tribunals, according as it is 
' given to them, in place, person, and matter, 
(jurisdiction in Iocq, in penana, in tu^ecta 
materia,) I shall analyze, afterwards, the 
federal system of the United States, aiKl show 
of how many courts it is composed, and their 
original and appellate jurisdiction : I shall then 
do the like vrith the courts of some States. 

To begin, then : the civil jurisdiction in loco 
of the federal courts extends over the district 
of Columbia, in which Washington is situated, 
over the lands in which this jurisdiction has 
been ceded to the United States by a special 
Act of a State, and over all the immense terri- 
tory belonging to the Union, and comprised out 
of the limits of the States. In all these cases, 
the courts follow the kx loci or local jurispru- 
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deuce. There is a little anceitainty as to whe- 
ther the i arisdiction of the federal courts extends 
aiso^ and up to what point, over the lands of 
the Indians, who are inclosed within the limits 

of the States. 
Their civil jnrisdiction, in persona, extends to 

any cause in which either the United States, or 
(me of their olhcers as such, or a foreigner, are 
parties; to those between twoforeigners or citizens 
of different States, and lastly, between a State 
and the citizen of another State. The courts 
are still, in these cases, obliged to conform to 
the local jurisprudence. 

Their civil jurisdiction in mbfecfa materia 
embraces all cases to which the cunstitution of 
the United States, treaties with foreign powers, 
or the laws of the United States, give place: 
and in this case, it judges according to the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States; all 
suits on the part of the bank of the United 
States, for instance, is carried before these tri** 
bunals, because it is a federal institution, owing 
its existence to an Act of Congress. All dis- 
puli's with the govermueut of the United States, 
and about its revenue, belong equally to them. 

In the United States, as in England, the cri- 
minal jurisdiction is couiided to the same tri- 
bunals. There is no civil court and criminal 
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court district. Louisiana is the only State in 
which there is this distinction^ and where there 
ejdste a tribunal of which the jurisdiction is 
purely crmiiual: all the other couit^^^ as well 
state as federal^ try, during the assizes, crimi- 
nal and civil causes indiscriminately. 

To bring a matter in loco within the criminal 
jnrisdicticHi of the United States courts, it is 
necessaiy that the crime have been committed 
in the district of Columbia, or in places to 
which this jurisdiction has been ceded by a 
State ; as is the case in the forts, arsenals^ and 
dockyards, of the United States, or without the 
iimiU> of the States, or lastly, in open sea : in all 
these cases, except the last, the court applies the 
penalty fixed by die local laws, in the last by the 
laws of the United States. 

It is <mly in the cases of an ambassador or 
foreign consul that the criminal jurisdiction in 
persona belongs to the federal courts, and then 
they always try according to the local law. 

Every action rendered criminal, or punished 
as such by the constitution, treaties, or laws of 
the United States, gives to their courts the 
criminal jurisdiction in subjecta materia ; thus, 
therefore, rebellion against the United States, 
coining of false money, attempt on the safety 
of the post, &c. are crimes of which the cog-^ 

I 
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Quaace is resenred to the fbderal courts^ia which 
ihejr are treated according to the laws of the 
United States. Keep in mind^ that the United 
States CQurtfly being created by a law, hara 
juriediction only in casee comprehended in that 
law ; and that, as every penal statute must be 
construed in faror of the accased, unless a 
ci iuue be v ery clearly foreseen by the laws^ — any 
outrage whateTcr against " the peace and dig^ 
nity of the United States/' (such is the technical 
phrase,) — they cannot punii^h it. The case would 
be different if they derived their power from the 
c<Mmnou law, because that has foreseen every 
thing. 

Before stating in what eases the federal 

courts exercise a jurisdiction in equity, or chan- 
cery, (which is synonymous,) it is first necessary 
that I define what it is. Previous to tlie revival 
of letters, the priests were almost the onty 
lettered persons : the church had almost exchiH 
give ly prutited by the discovery of the Pandects, 
and had incorporated them with the canon law. 
This law became, more or less, that of Europe, 
at the end of some centaries, except in England, 
where the feudal power of the baronSj and the 
turbulent spirit of the commons, persevehngiy 
resisted its introduction* From thence grew a 
continual struggle between the civil and criminal 
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tribonalfly in which the common law was foK 
lowed; and the ecclesiastical courts, which 

decided according to the common law. This 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction exists still in England 
in cases of divorce, testamentary proofs, .&c.; 
bat in the United States it belongs to the ofdi- 
nary tribunals, except in South Carolina, and, 
perhaps, also m one or two States which have 
private lay^-courte invested with this jurisdiction. 
The lay tribunals, however, resistedj with suc- 
cess, the encroachments of the ecclesiasticai 
judges in Eu inland, and continually restricted 
their jurisdiction more and more; but, in the 
meantime, the En^ish chancellors, who, in those 
remote times, were always bishops, performing 
at the same time the functions of almoners and 
keepers of the king's conscience, (titles which 
they still presei've,) claniied a discretionary 
power, which is descended to their lay sneces-* 
sors in all cases in which the ordinary laws pro- 
vide no remedy. They were considered to render 
justice, not accordino^ to fixed laws, but accord* 
ing to their conscience and natural equity: 
hence the distinction always made in England 
between law and equity. It may often happen 
that the law following previous decisions, and 
slow and certain forms, could not render perfect 
justice to parties, and might even decide unjustly; 
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in dl »uch casefti recourse m had to the chaii-^ 
oriior, and he provide, a reoiedy : he ha« there- 

fore the power, by particular writs, to suspend 
all BQito in the courts of law, and even to sus- 
pend tlie execution of their decisions. He can 
never^ however, take cogmzance of a question 
of fiusty but when it presents itself, he mast send 
it before a jury in a court of law, which reports 
to him theTerdict^andhe then decides on viewing 
the whole. The chancellor proceeds alone, 
without a jury, upon written depositions, taken 
befoie commissioners : his power is considmd 
wholly discretionary ; but as the decisions 
of hiB predecessors are preserved in books of 
reports, he is obliged to conform to them, as well 
as to the received forms of his court. He does 
not giTO judgment, but grants orders or injnne- 
tioas; and all contraventions are considered as 
contempts of court, and punished by fines and 
successive imprisonments, until they constrain 
the retractory parties to obedience. It would 
be difficult for me to make you comprehend 
this J urisdictiou without giving you souie exam- 
ples: you should first of all be told that the 
conrtof Chancery is always open, day and nitjht, 
while the courts of law are only open at certain 
periods of the year. If, for example, while I 
have an action pending before a court of law 
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^am&t some one, he is disposed^ before the 
tune of trial/ to evade the jurisdiction of the 
e<mrt, by quitting the country; upon my petition 
to the chancellor, he will issue a writ dt tu 
exeat, prohibiting the person from £^oing away, 
without satisfying hxm (the chancellor), in 
contradiction to me, that my interests shall 
not sufier by his absence ; either by giving bail 
for his return in proper time, or for payment of the 
debt, in case of a verdict against him. If a dib- 
pute exists respecting the property of an estate, 
and the p u ty in possession pulls down houses, 
cuts trees, or in any way whatever damages the 
property, the chancellor grants an injunction ''to 
stay waste." So also he may, by an injunction 
^^to stay proceedings,'' prohibit a party from 
bringing an action before some other has been 
tried; or even, in case of inanifest fraud, pre- 
vent the bringing of an action without his per- 
mission ; or cause the suspension of an arrest, 
in Ofder to protect the rights of a third party. 
In all cases concerning trustees and minm the 
chancellor mterleres, to see that justice is done 
according to the intention of the testator or 
founder of the trust. He may order the specific 
eKSOution of a contract, explaining what the 
parties have equitably a right to exact of each 
other, 8u). &c. 
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The Uoited iStates have no chuncelior. Soiue 
State* have one^ otbm have coorte of chan- 
ceiy^ with bcveral degrees of appeal; others 
have none ; but in this last case, the powem 
of chancery are confided to the or dinaiy judges; 
so that if, oa ooe aide, as judges of law, they 
take cognizance of an action, on the other, as 
judges of equity, they prevent parlies aud 
themselveB from going on. This is the case 

With the federal courts; they can order liie 

State GoartSi, and those of the United States^ 
in foUowing the juridical hierarchy. From what 
I have said, it is easy to see that the equitable 
jurisdiction of the federal courts is coextensive 
with their civil jurisdiction, since it is, in fact,, 
merely supplementary to it; and, like that^ 
when it applies itself, in loca and m persona, it 
follows the local jurisprudence. 

We now come to the admiralty jurisdiction, 
which belongs entirely to the federal courts: 
they decide according to the universal maritime 
law, and the laws of the United States pertain- 
ing to the matter ; their manner of proceeding 
in all cases, MijMF^ojMiffi, is that of the common 
law, that is to bay, by a jury, and the oral exam- 
ination of witnesses ; and in all cases in rem 
by the forms of civil law, that is, without juiy 
and by written depositions. They are always. 
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previous d^miM of the courti which m su- 
perior to them in degree; so that even maritime 
law and equity ate regulated hy, and make part 
of, the common law. 

Na court can take the initiative in any matter 
except that of a flagrant insnH to its dignity, so 
that every thing is miknown in a leoral sense, 
until they are made cognizant of it by the re^ 
quired forms. The federal courtb, therefore, never 
know what passes in the State courts, unless one 
of the parties come and put them in possession 
of the facts. But there exist many cases in 
which the jurisdiction of ike federal courts and 
of the State courts is concurrent, for example, the 
diyil jurisdiction m persona ; for it is a privilege 
which the constitution affords to a foreigner to al- 
low hua to plead before the federal courts^ and 
he may forego that privilege, by bringing his 
action before a State court, or not excepting 
to it as incompetent The State court is not 
obliged to know him as a foreigner, but when once 
a case is before it, it is too late to object to its 
competency* Many of these conflicting j urisdic- 
tions, however, are not yet settled, nor will tkey be 
until they are severally brought under die consi- 
derationof the superior court of the United States. 

All the territory of the limted States covered 
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by the StatM, k divided into judicMury dHitncli» 

in each of which sits a district court. It holds 
Mvesai ftittii^s m the year^ m diiiereat towns of 
the district, according to particulat laws, which 
aitei w ith the vvauu» of the population ; and be^ 
ndes thaty it is always openasaeonrt of Chan* 

cerv and Adiuiialtv. It is before thebc courts 
that e?ery matter must be ^rat carried. There 
IB but one judge toeach district. 

Several of these districts united form a cir- 
cuit, which has a circuit court, composed of the 
judges of united districts, and presided over by 
a circuit judge. This court sits in the diffemat 
towns within its proTince, and its jurisdiction is 
limited to hearing appeals from the district courts, 
upon which it decides definitively, if the sum in 
litigation do not exceed 5000 dollars. Like the 
other courts, it is considered always <^pen to 
litigants in chancery and admiralty, before the 
circuit judge. 

Lastly, the seven circuit j udges unite at Wash- 
Higtra, the first Monday in January of each 
year, and constitute the supreme court of the 

United States, the highest tribunal of the 
country. It is presided over by one of the 
drcuit judges, who has ihe title of Chie^ustiee. 
This office is hUed at }>resent by the venerable 
John Marshall, one of the most profiMind j urtsta 
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and most upright and enlightened of men who 
have ever lived. It is perhaps to him and to 
his Tiitiies that this court owes much of the 
ccmsideratiou w hich it at present enjoys. The 
power of this court is immense; it decides in the 
last resort all doubtful points of the constitution, 
and refuses to execute the laws of Congress and 
of the States, when they are contrary. Hitherto 
it has iuily justified the conhdence reposed in 
it, and I regard it as the first authority in the 
United States, and as that whicii will preserve 
all the others in harmony as long as the oonsti- 
tution shall be the same. Its jurisdiction is 
purely appellant, except in cnmuial cases, 
against foreign ministers or consuls, in which 
it has an original jurisdiction. 

The district (tf Columbia and the territory 
without the limits of the States, haye particular 
and {HTovisional couils until they become States 
themselves* The definitiye appeal is always to 
the supreme court of the United States. 

In all the States, except that of Georgia, a 
nearly similar system is followed ; the number 
of degrees of appeal varies from two to three, but 
in an there is a supreme court, or eyen two 
where there exist separate equity courts; in 
all the inferior courts sit, in different places, 
several times a year, so as to bring justice to 

i3 
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the door of the htigants. Each State then pos- 
sesaes a legal unity, a tribaiial which puts forth 
the decisions of the common law ot that State, 
and expounds the laws of its legislature.. But 
the State of Georgia has no less than eight, — 
the number of districts into which the State is 
divided. In each there is a judge, who is 
elected every three years by die people, and who 
holds, at different penods« in different quarters 
of his district, two sorts of courts, 'inferior,* 
and ' superior the first is a court of original 
jurisdiction, the second one of appeal, in which 
he is assisted by a special j ury, (chosen by the 
parties in a particular manner,) so that the ap- 
peal of a cause is heard before die same judge, 
who is thus invested with the powers of chan- 
cery, and whose decisions in his district are 
definitive, for there exists no supreme court* 
There are then eight common laws in Georgia, 
and still they change every three years ! ! an 
absurd system which has not been long intro- 
duced, and cannot long continue am«»ig a nation 
so enlightened. 

All these courts of record, as well as those of 
the United States, are intrusted to maintain and 
carry into execution the constitution and laws, 
and to prevent any encroachment* As I have 
already remarked, the court can never take the 
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initiative before the injured party has put it m 
poesearion of his complaint ; bat then the con- 
stitution and laws invest it with very extensive 
powersi according to the common law, for their 
defence. These are by-writs of habeas corpus, 
o/ mandamus f and of quo warranto. 

By the first of these writs, the court directs 
any one who may be in possession of the person 
of another, to bring before the court, on such a 

day and hour, the body of such an one, or to 
state the reasons which prevent hun from so 
doing. This writ is issued by the clerk, by 
order of a judge, not only at the instance of 
parties, but of the first applicant ; it is always 
issued without any delay. The person to whom 
it is directed must produce the subject of the 
writ before the judge. No authority may resist 
the execution of this writ If, therefore, any 
one is arbitrarily detained by any authority 
whatever, for instance, a young person shut 
up by her pai-ents in order to force a marriage ; 
a soldier by his officer, to constrain him to re- 
inlist \ a sailor detained on board after his time 
of service has expired ; an accused or criminal 
debtor in prison longer than the law authorizes; 
a negro arrested under pretext that he is a slave; 
a nun shut up in a oonveot, &c ficc. In all 
these cases, the wronged party, by him or her- 
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self, or an official defendm'y may demand tlii9 
writ, and be brought before the judge who de- 
cidai upon the eauie of arrest or detentioiiy. 

nud ^ets huu or her at liberty if there be 
teaioik 

The court, however, upon a writ of kabea9 
corpuSf does aot decide upon tiie merits of the 
caase of detention, but solely upon its legality.. 
If, for instance, a wnt of habeas corpus be ad- 
dreased to a jailor, in (Miler that he may pro- 
duce a prisoner who complains of being ille- 
gally detained \ and that he anawer the writ by 
a copy of the commitment, showing that thede* 
tentioii is by order of a court having competent 
jurisdiction, that is sufficient; for the prisoner 
has other means of trying the grounds of his 
deteution, namely, by writ of error or bill of 
exception ; but if he be detained by order of 
the executive power, or of a mihtary ofiicer, or 
in any other ill^al manner, the court causea 
htui iinmcdiiitely to be set di liberty; and more- 
over, he may bring an action for damages and 
coets against his detainer, on the ground of 
ftiUe imprisonment. 

The writ of mandamus is granted to any pei^ 
son aggrieved by the refusal of a public officer, 
orof apoUtical corporation, to perform a certain 
duty. It is at first granted, under an altema- 
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live form, to do such a Uiing, or state the reason 
ot lefosaL It ig only after a heaiing of the 
parties, that the court renders the immdammi 
peremptory if there be reason. If, for exampla, 
a peraoa has a right to a piece of land, in Tirtiie 
of a lawy and the aduiinistratiuu of the pubhc 
lands refuses to give it to him ; if a nan has 
been appointed to an office, and the officer in- 
trusted with it refuses to deliver to him his war- 

m 

rant, to administer the oath to liim, or to ac» 
knowledge him in that capacity ; if a justice of 
peace, or any other inferior court, refuses to exer- 

cise some power belonging to it; in all these 
cases, the writ obhges them to perform it, unless 
they can assign some legal ground of refusal. 
But this writ is only obtained when there is no 
other remedy, and is not applicable to judiciary 
acts ; for a superior court may even, in certain 
cases^by a mandamu$f order an inferi<Hr court to 
pronounce a judgment, but not dictate what judg- 
ment* It is only in appeals or annulments that it 
can take cognizance of the decision pronounced. 

The third ' writ,' Uiat of quo warranto, a 
writ by which the court demands, of any con* 
stituted authority whatever, by what warrant 
it claims such or such power. Upon this writ 
the court decides generally, and even in case of 
usurpation of power, and if the demand oi tlie 
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writ has been made by a chnuirai miormation, 
it will pai8 tenteace againtt the guilty party. 
These three writs are the safegtiard of the citi- 
laa'ft liberty, inasmuch as the tirst secures his 
penoo againtt all aibitrary detentioii, die second 
is a check ou the negligence of the magistrates, 
tad foreee them to execute the lawSi whilst ths 
third prevents any encroachments of power. I 
cannot unagme cmi hberty in any place in 
wUch powers analogous to those of these three 
writs do not exist. Delay or disobedience to 
any of them is punished Tory severely, as an 

insult to the court ; not by a fixed penalty, but 
by imprisonments and hues prolonged and re- 
psated until obedience is obtained. These 
powers^ though extended^ are not dangerous, . 
beoauie the coiuts hare no initiativei and though 
the sua or the wife of the judge were to be ille- 
gally arrested^ he could not take oognisance of 
it but at the instance of a third party. 

i^othmg can be more sim})le than the con- 
struotion of an American tribunal. Those of 
the United States are in general composed of a 
single judge ; this is also the case with almost 
all the inferior State tribunals. The superior 
court of the United States is, I beheve, the 
most numerous tribunal m the usiion. The 
judges of the United States are appointed by 
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the {>re8Mi«iit, with ihit eameiit and by the ad« 

vice of the senate, hold their offices during 
good behaviour, aad are not removable but 
by judgment of the Senatei sitting as a court of 
impeachment J for at any time that a judge or 
any other functionary of the United States^ even 
tlie President himself, mav give rise to com- 
piaiutfiy founded on the ei^erciae of hia functions^ 
in the judgment of the houae of repreian* 
tatives, the latter transfers the case to the senate^ 
which, decides definitively upon the complaint, 
in depriving the fuiictionary. This is the only 
judiciary function of the Senate which is not 
like the English House of Loids, the sapreme 
court of j ustice of the country* 
In all the states, except Greorgia, where they 

are eUgible and change every three yearSj the 
judges are irremoveable, except by judgment of 
the senate, or of the two houses of the legisla* 
ture united. In the State of iSew York alone, 
every judge resigns at the age of sixty years, 
an arrangement which deprives tlie people of 
its best magistrates. Almost everywhere they 
are appointed by the governor. In some States, 
however, they are elected by the legislature* 
They are every where very well paid« (perhaps 
not enough, however), and enjoy great conside- 
ration and much influence. 
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The judge alone constitates the coart, but he 

cannot proceed witliout the officers of the court, 
which are, the clerk, the sheriff, and the coun- 
sel. The clerk, or reii;istrar, is a very important 
personage* He it is wiio keeps the record and 
iMues the writs and orders of the court. He is 
in general uouiinated by the judges or elected 
by the people, and is paid by the litigants for 
each uUicuil act. It is he who administers the 
oaths, of which there are a profusion in an 
American court. 

But the sheriff (who in tlie courts of the 
United States is called marshal) is a very im- 
portant officer also. He is the executive officer 
of the court, whether civil or criminal. There 
is one for each county, who is the oflBcer for all 
the iState courts within it. In like manner 
there is, in each district of the United States, a 
mai'shal, who executes the judgments of the 
court and serves its processes. My description 
of one of these functionaries will apply to the 
other. The marshals are appointed by the pre- 
sident ; the sheriffs, in general, are elected by 
the people of the respective counties ; however, 
in some States, I believe, they are appointed by 
the governors or the legislatures. These offices 
ai*e very lucrative, but they involve a great re- 
s|i(jnsibility; and the sheriffs are obliged to give 
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very heavy securities. Though the sheriiOi is a 
person who goes but seldom from hisoffice^ and 
acts almost always by deputies or substitutes, 
of whom he has an unlimited number; it is he, 
however, who is intrusted to make all sum* 
mouses and serve all writs, that is to say, to 
communiclite them to the parties, or to ex^ 
cute them when they are addressed to him. It 
is he who sells the property of debtors, or ar- 
rests them, if they do not otherwise pay, and 
gives possession of real property in dispute to 
those in favour of whom the court decides. He 
pursues and arrests prisoners, detains them, and 
executes them if they are condemned. In shiurt, 
the court knows only him. He is responmble 
to the court for the execution of these writs, 
and must indorse upon each the return;*' in 
other \s oida, the result. For instance, upon the 
back of a capias ad respondendum (a summons 
to appear), he indorses either " executed such 
a day, by giving a copy to the party, or to his 
wife," &c. ; or <^ nan est inventus/' if he has not 
been able to iind iiim. So, upon a writ de ven- 
ditimi exponas, he indoraes, *^ I have sold such 
property, on such a day, for so much, and^have 
disposed of the funds in such a manner;" and 
so of the rest, whether civil or criminal. All 
these writS; thus returned, remain on the roll. 
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He has the faculty^ when the case is litigious^ to 
make a special return in other words^ to 
detail all the facts whieh hare accompanied the 

execution or non-execution of the writ, in order 
that the eoart specify upon it. He is invested 
with a power which nobody can legally resist 
He can arreat whom he will, seize and sell any 
property. He has under his orders, tipstaffs, con- 
stables, Serjeants, records, jailors, and execution- 
era, as many of them as he may require. He can 
not uuly demand the assistance of the army of 
tile United States, or of the militia, but he may 
also call upon the posse comitatus; in other 
words, order all the inhabitants of the county 
to amist and support him. He has even been 
known to require the judge to descend from bis 
seat to assist him in arresting some trouble- 
some malefactor. In fine, he is the physical 
power of society ; nobody resists him. But if 
be is invested with powers so considerable, he 
is strictly responsible for all that he does. If 
he is decdved, and arrests me for another, I 
sue him for damages and costs, and even cri- 
minally, if any rude treatment has been resorted 
to without provocation. I do not defend my pro- 
perty against him, but render him responsible 
for any damage which may result to me ftom 
his proceedings. The double respousibiiity of 
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the ftheriff is so well balanced that neitlm fiio* 
perty nor individiial liberty is erer endangeMd 
through it, and matters are much simplihed by 
being all umted in one persoa. Besides these 

functions, the sheriff also reports the result of 
elections beid in the couaty ; iu some States^ 
he is also reoeirer of the rates. These offices 
aie held in great consideration, are very much 
sought after and are entirely paid by the 

parties. 

But however well constituted the court n^y 
be, its walls would remain mute and deserted 
without the lawyers. Tribunals axid litigants 
have certainly been invented for them, for they 
are the parties who most profit by them. There 
is in the United States but one class oi' lawyers, 
who perform the functions of Gonveyancersy at* 
tormesy notaries, 6cc« ; their l^al title is coun^ 
aellor at law. They are officers of the court, 
and, as such, take the oath of good cuuduct, 
and ai*e subject to a disciplinary system* They 
may be suspended, or even broken by the court. 
They are admitted upon au examination, which 
takes place in full court, without any pievioiis 

couiise of study being necessary. 

The United States and the States employ a 
counsellor in each of their courts, but that doss 

not constitute him a public oihcer : the United 
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States are his client, that is all. He appears in 
all their civil and crimioai causes, and aa the 
latter aie always proseciited in tlie name of tke 
United States, or of the people of the State, it 
is he who pleads for them ; bat it is the people 
itself, by its grand jury, who prosecutes. He 
is paid like any other counsel, furnishing at 
the end of each term his account for fees, 
which the judge certifies. The office of attorney 
to the United States is much sought after, be» 
cause, besides being very lucrative, as the United 
States are very good clients and payers, it 
gives precedence at the bar ; bat that is all, for 
the district attorney (as he is called) may be 
sQsp^ded by the court, or even broken like any 
other practitioner ; neither is he prevented from 
undertaking other cauiies, provided they are not 
againBt the United States. 

The attorney of the United States at the 
supreme court has the title of attorney-general; 
be is the head of the bar, the real minister 
justice. The courts bemg entirely independent, 
equally of the ezecutiye and the legislative 
powers, it is only as party that the former can 
appear before them. All the district attomies 
receive orders, instructions, consultations, from 
the attorney-general. He is consulted by the 
members of the government in all doubtful 
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CA6et« He oidert or stopB prosecutioiis in cases 
in which the reraiiie or the United States are 
cmceined. But it is himself who pieads their 
oftuse before the supreme court, sud even before 

the circuit courts^ when they are very inipurtaut. 
He is considered part of the president's cabinet 
council. 

But now that the court is constituted, I must 
endeavour to shew it to you in action : but for 
that purpose there must be a jury. Some time, 
then, before each term, and after the formalities 
required by law, which vary in each state, the 
clerk deliv^s to the sheriff two writs of venire 
fmaoiy by one of which he commands him to 
call a giund jury, and by the other one or two 
lists of forty-eight petty jurymen each, taking 
care to select boni et kgak$ homitiei. The qua- 
lifications impUed by this clause vary a little in 
dtfierent States ; however, they are in general 
the same as those required iui voting, that is, 
being a freeman, of age, and paying any tax 
whatever. To be of the grand jury it is neces- 
sary to be a housekeeper. The sheritf selects 
the jury in rotation from a list which he keeps of 
ail those eligible within his jurisdiction, in such 
a way, however, as that all parts of his county 
or district may be as equally represented as pos- 
sible. He consults also their convenieuce in 
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suuiuioumg those who have other business at 
the place at which the court isbdd, and fNisBuig 
over tho«e that would be too much inconve^ 
menced by attending. This^ howCTer, is op- 
tional on his party for those whp are amnmoned 
mu^^t attend. 

On the day fixed by laW| the judge and all 
those who hare business in court, or are attracted 
by curiosity, repair to the court-house, ^'o 
parttcukir dress distinguishes the judge nor any 
body else. No soldiers of any kind are to be 
seen there. A sort of rostrum e ons ti t utss the 
bench of the judge; seats on each side are pre- 
pared for the jury. The clerk sits at a table im- 
mediately under the judge. Tlie lawyers ate 
ranged round a table reserved for them in the 
centre; the audience behind; the sheriff and 
his people where they please. As soon as the 
court is seatedi the sherilf opens the court by 
a proclamation uttered aloud. The noise ceases, 
tor what was before but an assembly of equal 
citizens, becomes by the proclamation, a tribunal. 

The sheriff having previously indorsed upon 
the venire, the names of the persons he has 
sdected, the derk calls them over. 'Hioee who 
are not present are fined, or, if they have no 
excuses, even imprisoned, for contempt ot court 
He commences always by the grand jury. It - 
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muftt be composed of more than twehe) and 

less than tw eaty-tour persons ; in general from 
sixteen to twenty-three. When they have 
answered to their names, entered within the en- 
closure, and the judge has decided upon the 
validity of the excuses which some of them may 
have offered, and has appuiated a foreman; the 
clerk administers to them the oath^ engaging 
them to inquire into any breach of the laws 
which may have taken place within the county; 
and to represent it to the court, accusing no- 
body from ixmltce, nor suffering fear to prevent 
them from making accusations : and further to 
keep strictly secret all that passes before them, 
or that they may learn. This oath taken, the 
judge delivers his charge, a sort of admonitioii^ 
in which he instructs them in their duties, com- 
municates any changes that may have taken 
place in the criminal ll&w, and calls their atten- 
tion more particulaiiy to such or such a law, 
according to circumstances. That done, the ' 
grand juiy retire into the room prepared tor 
them. They forthwith receive a report from 
each magistrate of all persons accused^ indn*' 
ding those in custody, and tliose tor whose ap- 
pearance he has taken bail, the charges against 
them, and a list ot the witnesses in support of 
them. For although the sheriff, or even any 
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citizen may, upon legitimate presumptions, arrest 

au individual, he is bound without any delay to 
bring him before a magistrate^ who alone can 
commit or order him to find bail, and who is 
responsible in damages and costs for an il- 
legal detention. The magistrate examines the 
accused, and the witnesses for and against. If 
he believe there is ground sufficient for a trial, 
he requires security for the appearance not only 
of the accused, but of the witnesses; and pro- 
duces them before the grand jury on the first 
day of the next assizes. If there be no ground 
for trial, he forthwith dischaiges the accused. 

The o vand jury is furnished by the district 
attorney, with an nidictuient iu the name of the 
people of the United States, or of the jury 
itself, according to the local forms; they examine 
into its probabihty, hearing only the witnesses 
in support of the charge, and without ever 
questioning the prisoner, who may always re- 
tract the confessions he may have made before 
the magistrate. For it is one of the lii &t maxims 
of the common law that a prisoner may say 
nothing against himself. If the grand jury 
find that there is a probabihty of crime, the 
foreman indorses upon the indictment, ' a true 
bill,' but if they believe the accused innocent, he 
l^rites, * ignoramus;^ and the prisoner is imme^ 

m 
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dtatdy discharged. All these proceedings, as 
wdl as the examination of the witnesses^ are^ 
for obvioTis reasons, kept strictly secret. 

But it is not only the magistrates who ha^e 
the right of caiiyuig complaints before the 
grand jury; this right belongs to every body^ 
and IB perhaps the most sacred of all civil n?htg. 
The charg(; remaius secret uatil the grand jury 
have decided on the indictment, which the Dis- 
trict Attorney draws up by their orders. In cases, 
also, of crimes against the United States, or 
the State, their attcnmey prefers a charge and 
an indictment in their name. 

The grand jury have a right to call before 
them, under penalty of fine and imprisonment, 
all those whose evidence may be deemed by 
them elucidatory of the facts. When they have 
doubts upon a point of law, it is the judge's 
province to enlighten them* Their sittings con- 
tinue from day to day, in a place appointed for 
them, until they have decided on all charges 
presented to them. Erery day they lay before 
tile court the indictments on which they have 
decided, and on the last day of the session make 
a general presentment. That is to say, they 
make a report on every thing which appears to 
them amiss in the present state of the county, 
not being however of a nature to iurnish matter 

K 
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for particular sacculation. They say, for iiistaaoe^ 
that tiia roads are bad, that the fdkt magMK 

trutes neglect their dutv, that such a law, lately 
paaaed, does not fuUU its purpose^ that such a 
measure ought to be adopM by the 
These presentments are considered as the ex- 
presfiion of the wishes of the people, and the 
greatest atleution is paid to them. They can- 
not proQOUiioe an iodictiaent^ or luake a pr&> 
senttneot^ without there beiiig at least twrive 
of their number in its favour^ whatever may be 
the number present When they have made 
their presentment, they are dismissed. 

While tiie grand jury is engaged in its in- 
quiries, and sending prisoners before the court, 
the judge proceeds to the calling over ot the 
names of the petty jury, to satisfy himself of 
their obedience to the summons,- after which 
he calls on the causes. Here the practice variea 
a little as to forms, in different courts, but so 
little, essentially, that m speaking of the rules 
of the court in which I have praetiBed, you may 
form a tolerable idea of the others. 

In general the causes are called three tiflm : 
the first to know in what stage they are, the 
second to fix the day of trial, and the third to 
dispose of them in one way or other. The 
criminal causes are mostly gone into first, in 
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Cider diftt no dehty may take {daice in dta- 

ciiarging the acquitted prisoners ; then the civil 
eaueesy wliich must come before a jury ; ihen» 
lastly, the motions of form, questions of right, 
and when the court has that junfidictiou, causes 
m chaneeiy. 

Let us see the manner of proceeding in a 
capital diarge : the priacmer is brought before 
the court under the guard and respoubibility of 
the skerifl'y he stands before the judge, whilst 
lie is told tliat the country, represented by a 
grand jury, charges hmi with murder. The 
kidietment being read to him, he is asked to 
plead ; he answers that lie is not guilty, and that 
he will be tried by the country, that is, by a 
jury ; for if he does not answer, or if he confens 
kimself guilty, the court, after having warned 
him repeatedly of the consequences, is obliged 
to pass sentence upon him. These are the only 
questioiis which the court, or the jury, or any 
body, have a right to put to the prisoner upon 
the subject ol' the chai ge« 

Theii««t thingts to form a juiy to proceed 
to trial: the clerk calls the first on the hst of 
the jury, and placing htm opposite to the pri- 
soner, asks the latter if he will be tried by that 
person^ li he says yes, the juror is sworn to 
decide between the pM^leand the prisoner, and ' 
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he thea takes his seat upon the bench^ uuder the 
protection of one of the sheriff's officers. But 
the prisoner may object to a certain number of 
jurors (who ^ary from twenty to fifty,) without 
assigning any reason, and as many as he pleases, 
by giving a legal reason. If, for instance, a 
jnror have been witness against him when ex- 
amined before the magistrate ; ii he have been 
sworn in the same cause in another term; if 
he have formed and expressed an opinion of his 
affair of a nature to prevent him from being un- 
prejudiced; he may be objected taboth by the 
accused and the counsel for the prosecution; 
but the latter rarely avails himself of this pre- 
rogative. It often happens that the jury lists 
are exhausted before the twelve pei-sons required 
have been found; in which case, the sheriff is 
authorised to call "talesmen/* ttiat is, to take 
the first persons to be had in the hall, the street, 
the town, or lastly, in the county, until a jury 
can be formed of twelve men, against whom 
the prisoner can make no objection. The 
jurors may be exammed upon oath as to their 
impartiality; and as soon as the twelve are 
chosen, they are inclosed in their seats, under 
the protection of the sheriff, so that nobody can 
speak or communicate with them secretly: 
dxat done, the counsel for the prosecution re- 



Digitized by Google 



UNITfiD STATES* 



lit 



peats the accusation to the jury, always in 

presence of the prisoner, details his evidence, 
and introduces his witnesses in proof. E^ery 
witness introduced is sworn to tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ; he 
is afterwards examined by the party who caHs 
him; when he has done, the other party cross- 
examines him ; then the first re-examines him ; 
and then the second does the same, and so on, 
until nothing more can be extracted : this order 
is always obsenred both in civil and criminal 
cases. The court and the jury may question 
the witness when they please, but in general 
they leave it to the counsel, who perform the 
task very well : it is here, indeed, that they dis- 
play their talent and their professional tact, by 
which more causes have been gaiaed than by 
eloquence and learning* 

But before allowing the counsel for the pro- 
secution to examine a witness, the prisoner's 
counsel takes care to make all possible objec- 
tions ; for the law of evidence, perhaps the most 
logical portion of the common law, is full of 
extremely nice distinctions on this subject. 
There are, according to this law, two things to 
consider in a witness: his competency and his 
credibility; his competency must be tried by the 
court previous to his examination before the jury, 
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whose mind might be biassed by his depositions, 

though they might turn out not to be legal. If, 

then, he do€S not know the nature of an oath ; 
if he i» oonuected by ties of marriage with the 
prisoiier ; or if be have a pecuniary intereet, how- 
ever small^ in the i&sue of the cause» he cannot 
be heaid. 

As to the credibility of the witness, that is 
entirely for the jury to deoidey by giving to his 
evidence what weight they think proper; besidef, 
some questions cannot be put ^ for a wiUiess 
muet only depose to what he has seen or heerd 
in respect of the matter ; he cannot express an 
opinion; he cannot report hearsays; he cannot 
be forced to say anything against his own honour 
or interest* Thus each new witness, and each 
question put to him, often gives rise to a discus* 
sion in which the court alone decides, without 
any interference of the jury* 

If one of the parties thinks himself wronged 
by tlie decision of the court, he may protest in 
writing, and the judge is obliged to sign it: 
this is called filing a bill oi exceptions for the 
decision of the judges, which does not prevent 
the cause from going on, but becomes a ques- 
tion of law, to be tried by a superior court, and 
a means of setting aside the decision. 

After the counsel for the State has concluded 
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his exposition and the exaiuuiatJun of his wit- 
oesses ; the oouasel for tlie phsoner produees 
witnem* for the deftnee^ and examines them^ in 
contradiction to the other side, m the manner I 
baire aboady desoribed. Frequently the kear- 
lug ut witnesses on each side lasts several days, 
during whiob, the jury are bound not to separ- 
ate, not to speak of the matter^ or tiatai to any 
thing on the subject. The accused, as well as 
the State, can compel the attendance of the 
witnesses necessary to his defence. This is done 
by a wfitof Mubpma, which is an order of the 
court to the witness to hold himself ready to 
give testimony in such a matter, under penalties 
of fine and imprisonment sufficient to bind him. 

The hearing of witnesses concluded, tlie 
counsel ibr the prisoner recapitulates the con- 
tradictory evidence, and puts forth all his means 
of defence. In general a prisoner employs 
several lawyers, who speak one after another, 
the youngest commencing, and the eldest, or 
principal, concluding. Afterwards, the counsel 
for the prosecution replies ; then he may be 
again answered; but it is always the accuser, m 
criminal matters, and the plaintiff, in civil, who 
has the last word. The pleadings ended, the 
judge sums up the whole matter to. the jury, 
explains to them the law which governs cases 
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of the kind, sndi withovt prejodwiiig their 

opinion upon the facts, pomts out to them that 
which the^r on^t to reeeWe es the law. This 
summary is cuilcd the judge's charge. The par- 
ties may take a '^biii of exeeptioa" to the l^al 
(q>uiion it manifests. 

And now comes the decisive momeat, that 
which makes the heart of every prisoner beat, 
for in capital cases he must be present. This is 
the moment in which the jury retire to deUber- 
ate : they are condacted oat of court by one of 
the sheriff's people, in whose charge they remain. 
They are shut up in a room furnished with a 
table, pens, ink, and paper, and a jup; of w aier. 
When once a jury is thus shut up, nobody is 
allowed access to them, nor none of them can 
go out until they have unanimously agreed on 
their verdict. According to the old common 
law, they remained shut up until they were 
agreed ; but in case one of the jury was to die 
of hunger, thirst, fatigue, or otherwise, or if he 
escaped, the cause could not be decided by the 
eleven others, and it would be sent before ano* 
ther jury ; hence arose the modem practice of 
pemiittmg the withdrawal of a jury, in cases 
where their agreement is impossible. This, 
however, is not considered necessary before a 
jury has been shut up, at leasts twenty-four 
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hours, aud oftea morei for as long m the judge 
has itAflOD to hope that they will agree, it is 
his duty to keep thetn locked up : but when he 
is conFinced that unammity is impossiblei then 
the list of the jury is called OTer, and dismissed 
in due form; the proceedings are void, and, at 
the next sesMoms, or immediately, if the parties 
consent, a new trial is recoainienced before ano- 
ther jury* This, howeiver, seldom happens : in 
general, after a time, of various duration, the 
jury declares its verdict; if not guilty, the 
priaoner is immediately released ; but even if he 
is found guilty, he ha^ btill many clxances of 
escape* 

The counsel for the prisoner may move Ibr 

another jury, and a new trial, in all cases in 
which any defect, as to competency, may have 
been discovered in any of the juryj or if any 
of the witnesses against him have been found 
to be perjured or suborned since their deposi- 
tion ; or if, by some accident or ignorance, the 
prisoner has been prevented from making use 
of some important evidence; the judge is then 
invested with a discretionary power, which, 
however, he is bound to exercise, according to 
precedents, to grant or to refuse a new trial ; if 
he grants it, every thing that has been done is 
annulled, and it is necessary to begin again. 
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The deicndaiit may also "move in arrest of 
judgment." This motion m gtoanded upon 
irregularities of form, or oti " bills of exceptiofl,** 
which must be tried by a supenor court. The 
courts of appeal, in these cases^ decide only 
upon the law, never on the ground of action ; 
and if they differ from the inferioir court, the 
matter is rc-hcard bv another jurv, but before 
the same judge, who is bound to conibnn to the 
decision of the court of appeal on the contested 
point. 

It is Tery important to observe, that all these 

advantages arc restricted to the defence; for the 
people's attorney cannot take advantage of them. 
If a prisotier is acquitted^ there is an end of the 
matter: he cannot be tried again for the same 
crime. The law even carries its demeney so 

far that, ia any capital matter, an accused per- 
son cannot have his hfe put in jeopardy but once 
fer the same thing : It is considered exposed, 
by every appearance, before a jui-y^ under a 
capital charge. If then, in this case, a jury 
grant a new trial, or a superior court annul the 
decision of an inferior, the accused is immedi* 
ately released, by pleading **tiUtrefoi$ cofwici*' 
(tried before,) for his life cannot be put twice 
in jeopardy. 

It is upon this humane provision of the law 
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that the motion fer quaahing the indtotment^* 

is grounded. The comiuoa iaw requires a mi- 
nnte exactaest in an itistninient on which the 
Kfe of a citizen depends ; the smallest error is 
fatal to it. Not ooly the counsel for the pri- 
eoner^ but any barrister acting at amkui eurut, 
may point out defects vviiich vitiate an indict- 
ment ; but this is iisdess nntil a prisoner has 
been before a jury, since, as his life has not 
been la dangeri anoUier may be found, (as is 
often done, even after a Terdicty in easea which 
are not capital -j wliereas, after every tiuug has 
been exhausted for the defence, if an emnr of 
form, however insigniiieant, is found in the in- 
dictment, the accused is discharged. And this 
ts the law which some people hav* been f^eased 
to represent as a law oi blood ! It is iuipossible 
to afford more protection to the Ufe and honour 
of the dticeiM against arbitrary power than is 
done by the common law ot America, and 1 may 
say tlso of England. The maxim of this law is 
that it is better to let a iiuudred guilty escape 
than to pumsh one innocent person* 

But if the jury find the priscmer guilty, and 
there is no defect oi ibrui, neither in the pro^ 
cednre nor in the indictment, the judge pro- 
nounces sentence, and nothini^ can save the pri- 
soner but the pardon of the president or the 
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governor, acoording to the court in whkh he 
Imui been condemned. You see^ then, that cri- 
niaftl jiwtice is very expeditious ; for if a man 
be arrested to^ay^ and the grand j ury be sitting, 

he may be accused to-day, tried to-morrow, and 
nothing can previent hia being hanged the day 
following, unless he asks for time to sue for 
pardon. In geaerai, however^ prboaei*s are ai- 
lowed to postpone tbeir cause to the next term, 
but timt can be doue on their application only. 
If by the fault of the atate-attorney, or by any 
fortuitous accident (such, for instance, as not 
bemg able to form a jury), the trial has been 
put off for three successive terms, the prisoner 
is entitled to his discharge. But he may 
be retaken on a new indictment, for there is no 
time limited within which the people must pro- 
secute, and he cannot save himself by pleading 
^ euirefini eomnet^** since he has not been be- 
fore a jury. The people's, or district attorney^ 
is inTSsted with the power of declaring that he 
will not proceed ( nolo prosequi) y whenever he 
may see that the charge cannot be sustained y 
and it is his duty to abandon it^ in order to pre- 
vent useless expenses, as well to the prii»oner as 
to the State* 

In civil causes, justice is less expeditious : it 
reqmres at least two terms to try any action. 
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The common kw, by a system of perfect analy^ 

sis, has divided all civil iuquirles into certain 
oategoiiesy and for each injury it has provided 
a particular remedy. It is necessary, therefore, 
to follow very strictly the form of action esta- 
blished for each category^ and not vraate time 
and labour by taking out a writ for one torai 
of action which belongs to another* The Sybil 
mast be consulted accordmg to the rules of 
her temple, and then she will always answer 
justly, quickly, and with astonishing exactnese ; 
but if yon come to put foolish questions to her, 
she will either remain silent or drive you from 
the temple, put you out of court, or, to speak 
to yon in her language, declare your action a 
non-9uit ; you will then have the costs to pay, 
and may recommence fresh actions tor the same 
injury until you have knocked at the right door. 

Actions are divided mto personal, real, and 
mixed, according to the nature of the thing 
claimed. The first and last alone are in use ; the 
complicated forms of the second having caused 
their abandonment in practice* The first are very 
numerous, as the action of assumpsit, the most 
common of all, by which you demand damages 
for wroui; done in not fulfilling an engagement ; 
the action of debt, by which you demand the 
payment of a debt ; of detinue, if you claim per- 
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iioaal property which another has converted to 
his nae ; of trorer, if, instead of the thing it* 
self, you deinaud only damages and interest in 
Ha stead ; of trespass^ quart elawnm frtgitf to 
be mdemnified for any damages done to yonr 
propeity by the deiendant, his senrant, or his 
cattle; of trespass vi €t armity when the injury 
for which you ciami damages has been done on 
your penon, or proceeds ex deUctu; of tres- 
pass on the for any special damage sns- 
tainedy whether ui consequence of slander, li* 
bel, seduction, £cc»y &c. It would be too long 
to enumerate tliem alL 

The mixed actions are much less nmnmos : 
they are resorted to only to decide questions of 
real property. The only actions of this sort in 
the United States are that of ejectment, to de- 
cide the right to real property; and that of 
trespass, qtmre chummfr^it, which decides on 
the possession. 

It IS impossible to imagine a cause of com- 
plaint for ^ich the common law has not pro- 
vided a form of action^ but it is necessary to be 
wdl acquainted with them, and be well exer- 
cised in aualy^is^ to apply them properly. When, 
thereibre, the attorney has heard the complaint 
of his client, cleared away the mist of Sequence 
of the interested party, stripped it of all super- 
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fluous niatters tediously oarratedi and has at 
last found the giot of the aetion, he prepates 
a memorandum contaiuing the names of the 
parties, the mm demanded^ the nature of the 
action, and the signature of the plaintlff'a at- 
torney ^ this memorandum is sent to the clerk 
of the court in auffleient time before the opening 
of term, so that all the formalities required by 
law, and which vary in each State, may be ob- 
served. 

Upon this memorandum, the clerk prepai-es 
a writ de capias req^mdencktm^'' Thia ia an 
order from the court, enjoining tiie sherift' 
to summon the defendant to settle the demand 
of the plaintiff, or to appear before the judge 
on the first day of term, to answer the com- 
plaint. It ia in general by diis writ that all 
personal actions commence ; however, in ma- 
ny caseBy where there ia a foar that the de- 
fendant may withdraw hie person and pro* 
perty from the jurisdiction of the couit, the 
suit commences by a writ of attachment 
this IS an oi der given to the sheriff to seize the 
property of the defendant, and hold it at the 
disposal of the court. This writ, however, is 
never granted but upon the oath of the plaintiff, 
that his demand is just, accompanied by an 
undertaking, with bail, by which he engages to 
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mdemuity tlic deieudaDt for ail damages which 
may ansae to him in conseqoenee of the at> 
tachment, if his demand should be rejected by 
the court. The defendant, on his side, may 
always obtain replevy from the seizure of his 
property by tlic siieriti, by engaging, with bail, 
to leprodnoe it whenever required* The duty 
of the sheriff, as soon as he has received these 
wntSy is to execute them immediately, and to 
return them to the clerk on the first day of 
term, after mdorsiug upon them the result of 
his proceedings. 

Besides the memorandum, the plaintiff's at- 
torney must send to the clerk, before the hrst 
day of term, his declaration, setting forth, ac- 
cording to prescribed forms, from which it is 
dangerous to deviate, the injuries upon which 
the ])laintiff's demand rests. The form of these 
declarations varies greatly, according to the 
sort of action adopted and the facts of the case; 
but there is never any necessity to state the real 
details of the matter : it is sufficient to stete, in 
the received forms, the general tacts which au- 
thorize the bringing of the action. It is only 
when the case comes into court that the full 
details of the atfair are entered into. The rules, 
however, which regulate these matters are so 
deUcale, thai the gredtcbl care is necessary to 
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avoid mistakes, of which the immediate coase- 
quence would be to pat the plaintiff out of 

court. 

The defeadant'sattoraey^after thisdeclaratiooy 
must answer it, either by pleading or demurring; 
a demurrer is an answer by which the defendant 
admits the fieu^ts of the caae^ but denies that 
these tacts give any legal right to theplaintiii to 
sustain his action either at all or in the manner 
in which he has brought it. A ^ plea' is an answer 
by which the defendant denies a part of, or ail 
the facts of the dechirattou. The plaintiff has a 
right to reply to each of these two answers. The 
defendant may reply to him again : all this in 
writing, aud according to receive d forms. They 
arrive at last, after dissecting and dividing the 
question, at a complete contradiction; this is 
what is called Mssue/ These issues aie of law 
or of fact. If they are of law» they are tried by 
the court alone; but if they contain facts, the 
cause goes before a jury. 

It is therefore only after the parties themselves 
are agreed upon the point in dispute in tlieir 
affair, that the court takes cognizance of it* The 
first term is what is called an ' appearance,' the 
judge merely calls the cause to ascertain that 
the parties are in court ; if they are not, there is 
default^ and the court gives judgment imme- 
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diatfily* If the pacUas mAwer, they are allowed 
will ihe fint dmy of next term to demur, plead, 
auswer, reply, ^c, but it is necessary on this 
dqr that they be agreed upon iiie point in 

dispute between them, and terminate all written 
pleadings, if at this stage the cause depends 
upon m eoQteeted fiwt, it is immediately earned 
before a juiy, just In the same maimer as 1 have 
described to yon in the criminal causes. In 
the same manner, the pkimtifl 's counsel com- 
mences by the exposition of his case, and the 
examination of his witnesses. Hie defendant 
produces his^and answers him; the former con- 
chides; then the jury retires^ and is shut^ up 
until they give an uiianimous verdict. The 
same forms aft^ the yerdict take place; the 
same means of appealin<^ from it are allowed, 
except that this right belongs equally to both 
parties. Yon will observe that, in all cases, 

whether civil or criminal, the examination of 
witnesses is always oral and before a jury. The 
predilection of the common law for this species 
of evidence is such that written proof is only 
admitted when supported by oral Before read- 

in^ a letter or a note to the jury, it necessary 
that they be admitted by the adverse paity, or 
that the signature to them be proved by a 
witness. It is only the §eal of the United 
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States, and that of their courta, which do not 

require to be proved. In like manner the laws 
and cuatoma of other coimtries are proved by 
the teatimoDf of witneeeea who know them. 
Immediately after the judgment, the clerk gives 
to the BheriiF the writnacesaary toita ezecatioDy 
whether a Jieri facias, venditioni exponas or 
eapiaB ad $<Uisfaciendum, according to the natwe 
of the case* It is for the sheriff ib«i to execute 
the judgment, but in that he must be guided, 
always under his own respraeibility, by the 
plaintiff. These " writs" of executiou luay, how- 
everi be suspended or annulled by other writi> 
either of the same court, a superior court, or a 
court of equity^ for example, by a writ of 
superfeJeaijOa an injunction to stay proceedings. 
The justice of these writs is discussed again, 
either before the coorts of appeal or thoae of 
equity who have granted them, in such a way, 
however, as that the superior courts are never 
troubled, but with questions purely legal, entirely 
relieved from the mere lacts. These are the 
decisimB which are collected in books (rf reports, 
and form the common law. 

In courts of eqmty the practice is entirely 
di&rent, and rfesembles that of the cannon law, 
to wluch the courts owe their origin. There 
exists no fonn of action; ^every complaint, of 
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whatever nature it may be, is brought there by 
a petition to the chancellor, stating aU the facts 
of the case in the fullest manner, without estab- 
Ushed foriDB, and under the oath of the petitioner 
who prays that the defendant may be obliged to 
answer upon oath* If the Chancellor thmks the 
complaint reasonable, he orders the defendant 
to answer, or he authorises the examination in 
writing of witnesses, by commissioners, whom 
he appoints ad hoc, and who must report to him. 
The parties may answer and reply, propose or 
demand new witnesses, until they be agreed on 
the point in dispute between them; then the 
chancellor, having read the documents, listens 
to the pleadings in open court, and decrees 
accordingly. But it must be remarked that a 
court of equity can never decide upon a question 
purely of fact, unless upon the admission of the 
parties themselves; in any other case, it must 
send that question before a court of law, with an 
order to try it by a juiy, and report to it the 
result 

I have tried as well as I could to explain to 
you the judiciary system of the United States, 
particularly in the details of practice, which is, 
I think, the least known. X have been very 
long, and I fear tedious, but you will allow that 
the subject is not Ijvely or very easy to strew 
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With ilowen. Courts compoeed of a Buigle 
judge, of whicb all the busineas is confided for 
execution to a single mau, are so ditiereut in 
their construction from those of Europe, that it 
has been necesbary to laake you acquainted 
with them before speaking to you of the laws 
themselves^ and to examine them under a moral 
and political view. Before terminating this 
letter, let me again remind you that I have no 
buuk of authority before me, so that you are 
reduced to take all I tell you on my word, for 
it would be impossible for me to quote from 
memory. I beUeve, however, that I have not 
committed any error of importance* 
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Or THK Laws. — The Common Law preferable to 
CodeSf Us greater euiceptUnlity to improvememt ; 
Oath^taking, present state of American Law 
an the subject ; alterations m the Common Law 
since the Norman Canquesif coneequent an the 
changes in property; uncertamty in the Law 
more apparent than real, and not an evil if real ; 
fmdUiies in the United States of putting stgp' 
posed Im p rommen te to the test; state of the 
Criminal Law ; origin and explanation of the 
term Bene^ of Ciergg pnmshmentaf Dedtk, 
the desirableness of its total abolition considered j 
Transportation the best substitute ; punishment 
of misdemeanors s Libel Law ; Libels against 
the Oovemment tKsregarded ; private defa^ 
malum: Laws relative to Meal and Personal 
Propertg ; divorce ; recovery of debts ; state of 
crimes ; cheapness of justice ; fondness for liti" 
gallon ; Arbitration ; respectability and talents 
of the American Bar* 

Brussels; February, iS32. 

Perfbctibilitt, that quality which distia- 

guishes the white iiia.ii from every other species <rf 
mea aud of animais,ought to be found in all politi- 
cal institutions ; for without it, they cannot long 
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either keep pace with the human mind in its 
progressy aiui become modeUed ufioa the habits^ 
wants, and opinions of the time present; or ebe, 
being in opposition to all these, must unavoid- 
ably be broken up, and give plaoe to an intei^ 
regnum of disorder and anarchy, until new in* 
stitatioas, in harmony with the tune, be esta- 
blished* It is this faculty of fioUowing and 
adapting itself to the progress oi goaety, which 
earimitly distingnisbes the eommon law, and, 

generally speaking, .my law founded ou cubtom, 
asopposedto written codes <tf law; which, being 
unsnseeptiUe of enl nrgo asnt, eannoi bnt impede 
the progress of society, until eventually it can no 
longer support the yoke, and therefore is finoed 
to break it. But there is a great dislmciion to 
be made between a code standing as a limit to 
legislation, and a code only intended to serve 
as the surting point of a custom. In my 
opinion, a code of the first sort is always perni- 
cious ; and the other is at least useless and dan- 
geroosy in giving to the possible errors of those 
who fimn it an anthcmty net liable to be con- 
tested. This opinion, I am aware, is not that of 
Eotope, it is far even from being general in the 
United States: people often imagine that, if 
they had a written code, they conld dispense 
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with lawyers. I had, in my study, a copy of 
fiye French codes in a little 12iiia. volame, and 
many times my clients have obeerved, as they 
looked at ity people mu»t be very happy mthat 
country, rince every body may know his rights 
without consulting lawyers, merely by reading 
this httle book and they would compare it 
deridingly with some hundreds of volumes 
which composed my yet very incomplete library « 
In writing to you, I need not dilate on this gross 
error. The French codes, although perhaps the 
dearest existing, are mere Hebrew to those 
who have not made them their study. All that 
class of persons of whom I am about to speak to 
you, desire what is called a codification, in other 
words, they desire that, without changmg the 
provisions of the law, every thing useful should 
be extracted from all these immense (olios, be 
digested in a single statute, under legislative 
sanction, and the rest be thrown into the 
iire. The lawyers themselves are divided m 
q>inion: lazy people, who dislike research or 
mental labour, think that, by this means, they 
should be put on a level with profound lawyers, 
who have always a conclusive precedent to cite, 
in answer to ail they can advance. Other 
lawyers, very learned, but imbued with the phi- 
losophical principles of the encyclopaedists, wish 
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to simpliiy and give regularity to the law, by 
reducing it into a single formula. This party has 
triumplied in the State of T.ouisiana, where a 
code has been adopted, half Roman, half com-* 
mon law; but it is considered only as a starting 
point, and already a vast incrustation of com- 
mon law has been formed upon it. 

The most learned jurisconsults of the United 
States, however, prefer the common law sim- 
ply as it exists. * Have we not,' say they, 
^digests and elementary treatises upon each 
part of the law, and upon the law of each State ? 
These books, it is true, are not invested with 
iegislatiye sanction, and so much the better; 
for the names of Blackstone, Comyn, Deane, 
IngersoU, &c. cannot consecrate an error, or 
arrest the progress of legal science, whilst a 
legislative Act would do so. Suppose it is now 
diecorered that such an o}»nion of a great 
lawyer, or such a decision of a court, was er- 
roneous, and productive, in practice, of great 
injustice, the superior courts would have no 
difficulty in correcting it, and substituting, in 
its place, a new decision, more suited to the 
present wants of society, la this manner, the 
improvements in legal science are made slowly 
and imperceptibly, but always at the precise 
point of time when their want is felt; whereas, 

L 
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if tlie law were written^ and invested with 
legislative sinctioDy a new law would be ne^ 
ceasary to alter it, and this would not be 
made luit i! loug aiur the abuse had become in- 
supportable*' 

I will mention sonic instances of this neces- 
sary improvement of the common law; as re- 
gards oaths, for instance. Formerly, those only 
who were of the communion of the holy Catholic 
church were allowed to make oath ; no hereticsy 
Jews, or Pagans, and, with much stronger rea- 
soUjj no Inhdels enjoyed this privilege* In 
course of time, however, and in proportion as 
England itself became protestant, all Christians 
were admitted to swear upon the Gospels. As 
commercial relations extended, the Jews were 
next admitted to swear in their way ; and after- 
wards the privilege was allowed to Turks and 
Pagans. The Quakers, not being wilHng to 
take an oath, their simple affinnation was 
accepted in law. The English law at present, I 
think, is that any man who believes in a future 
state of rewards and punishments, may make 
oatb^ if he pledge his future existence to the 
truth of what he advances. By this arrange- 
ment, unbelievers and pure Deists are prevent- 
ed from giving legal testimony. In some States 
of the Union, where much bigotry still remains, 
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aa in the New England States, the courts fol- 
low these decisions ; so that when a vvitaesii is 
intioduced^ the advecee party may aak bim — 
Do you beUeve in the exiatwce of Ckxl or 
of, the devil?" and if he answer in the nega- 
tive, bia testimony is rejected* In the South, 
however* there has lately been a very iiaporiaiit 
decision^ by the court of appeal of the State of 
South Carolina, which, without deciding whe- 
th^K the oath of any one who does not believe 
in a future state may be receiyed, says that 
the^e questions upon belief cannot be put to a 
witness; because that would be obliging, him, 
perhaps, to accuse himself of something to his 
shame^ namely, forcing him to avow his unbe* 
lief« This, then, is the law, at the present mo** 
ment, in the southern Stai^. But I will tell 
you what it will be ere long throughout the 

Uiiiou, as soon as the question shall be brought 
before the federal courts* By the constitutkxi 
<^ the United States no belirf is necessary, in 
order to be admitted or elected to any olhce 
whatever; but by law any magistrate or offieet, 
Ijefore entering upon liis functions, must swear ^ 
to support and deiend the constitution and laws 
c^the United States* Butnow,if theoathwereto 
be rejcciud under pretext of unbeUei, that woulc^ 
be rendtSfing a religious belief necessary, in ov* 
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der to be appointed to an office, which is eyi- 

dently contrary to the constitution. The ques- 
tion haft not yet been brought under considera- 
tion, and the conrta are not going to contrive 
difficulties beforebaud ; but as soon as that takes 
pUfce, ibe courts will decide in this manner. Mr. 

■'etferson, for instance, was wholly an uubclicvcr; 
he said, wrote, and printed so, a thousand time% 
as you may see in bis works, long before be was 
elected president of the United States. If, at 
his installation, the chief justice of the United 
States had l ei used to administer the oath to him, 
the courts would have been applied to for a writ 
of mandamus against the chief justice, ordering 
him to proceed to the administration of the oath : 
the question would then have been debated in full 
court, and the law would have been fixed. 

There can be no doubt that, in a generation 
or two, the oath will have lost all religious 
character before the United States courts; and 
be ccmsidered only as a solemn assurance, made 
according to ancient forms, and consecrated by 
prejudices and forgotten opinions; but if applica- 
tion was now to be made to the legislators to allow 
oaths to be taken by unbelievers, (which, as you 
have seen, is in fact the law,) what religious 
disputes would be raised in the bosom of the 
assembly! A law of this nature would not 
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pass until after many very stormy debates, and 
happoiing suddenly, would make a sort of revo- 
lution in jurispradence, while the slow and 
progressive changes of the common law obtam 
the same result, without agitation, and without 
offending any body. 

At the time of the Norman conquest the com«> 
mon law entirely adopted the feudal system; 
it is, perh£q)8, even to this race very remarkable 
in judiciary annals for their litigating spirit, 
which they implanted wherever they obtained 
a footing, that the common law has, pertiaps, 
owed its greatest development. At that time 
the only riches were lands and castles^ or person- 
alities annexed to them, such as flocks, &c. ; 
commcice did iiul exist, or \va.s confined to 
some Jews and Lombards. The common law 
of that period concerned, therefore, only real 
property, regulating ail cases of acqmsition, 
succession, and confiscation of feoAi, with the 
£Treatest and most minute exactnu^b ; then, real 
actions only were known to it : and if you con- 
sulted it upon personal interests, the judges of the 
King's Bench sent you. away with the maxim, 
de minimis nm curat lex, for your consolation. 

It was the interest of the feudal aristocracy to 
preserve property in their famiUes; thus all the 
law was directed to secure entails. Compare 
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tbk ttato of tliittgiiy nol^th duit of iAmerm^ 

but solely with the a^aal state of England^ 
where the koida aamd ciopSy in ft woid^ -the- veal 
property, ioiiua but a very inferior part ot the 
weaith of the eountry; ha maimftictuiie^ ila 
forges^ its mines^ ita ships, the immeiise aaoniii 
of ita capital^ are the true sources of its pros- 
pnity. It IB not therefore now, when eommeidai 
traiisactioas are in questiuu, uivolving more 
eenttderaUe intereeto than any Norman banm 
eVer poe o e sao d, that the present jiid^s mtf 
answer, de minimis nan curat lex. Thus as I have 
eaidy veal actions hme beenentiielyiabanddnod, 
and personal actious are the only ones iu iiiudem 
piaetioe; But dns immense 'change has been 
made without a o i tation or revolution, by the slow 
and constant progress oi the common law, fair 
lowing^ as close as possihle, «tepa of national 
industry* In England an old airistocracy i^tiU 
tfists, a party elingingio the post^ and «tnif» 

gling vigorously against every improvement, so 
that the common law crawling along only foUowa 
a diataneethe aoeial progress* Tiie ditifevwiee 
which stiii exi&ts, for instance, between real and 
peiBomd pfoperty^ "the diffieohiea with whidb 
the transmission of the former is still surrounded, 
the diiierence made between an instnunent 
signed only and one-sq^d and aealedy are ao 
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many Temnante of feudal barbarism; but in 

America it is not so : the common law in almost 
on a lerri with oar iiranta. In that country, in 
which activity in all branches of employment is 
the order of the day, the lawyers must exert 
lhemBelT68 Uke the rest ; and if, on one hand, 
the surface of the country is covered with cauae^ 
ways, canals, and nul*roads, if the towns are 
filled with libraries, colleges and universities, if 
the Indians are repulsed, the deserts subdued, 
new harrests created, and transported to mar* 
kets unknown a few years back, if the empire 
tif Buperstitaon k dying out; on the other hand, 
the courts of justice, the supreme power of the 
«State, is continually employed in improving the 
common law, and rendering it worthy of a na« 
tion so ricii, industrious, and enlightened. And, 
hideed, why should more formafitieB be required 
to sell an eighth of public land, which cost me 
100 dollars, than a horse, which has cost me 
600 ; than a bank share, which may be worth, 
perhaps, 10,000; or than a fine ship, which 
has furrowed every sea, and of which the price 
may amount to 50,000? Why make a distinc- 
tion between heirs and administrators or testa* 
mentary executors, since all entail upon real 
property has ceased, since nothing hinders me 
from leaving my property, of whatever nature it 
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may be, to whom I think proper; when, if I die 
ab MMafo^my property will be partaken eqoaUy 

by all my children, and equally subject, whether 
real or personal, to the pajnment of my debts? 
Thiit these dislinetioiui begin to ranisb rapidly, 
and the time may already foreseen when it 
may be said of the American common law^coo^* 
pared to that of ^m^lsnid, pukra mater, sed ^fiUa 
pukhriar. 

Let the legislatures employ themselves in 
pasiiug laws financial, political, and of a local 
and temporary interest; but fin* God's sake let 
them leave to tlie wisdom of the courts the set- 
tlement of the details of the civil and criminal 
laws; let them not interfere but when the latter 
take the wrong road^ arid then only to rectify 
and put them into the right path* 

It is the fashiuii in the United States, as in 
England, and I believe every where else, to 
complain of the uncertainty of the lavro, but 
is this reproach well founded? I anticipate 
your answer, that it is not under the authority 
of a code, but that it is under that of a custom or 
comm(H) law. X will answer you, firsts that ire* 
quently the uncertainty of the laws is only ap- 
parent, not only to the ignorant eye of the 
vulgar, but even to the more pcaetised one of 
the lawyer. The client is naturally blmded by 
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his own interest, and the attorney, however well 
infonned, howerer learned, he may be, whoi he 
has employed his meditations in tinding good 
reaaoiiB for his clieQt, thinking but little of those 
of his advenary, is apt to end by persuading him- 
self more or less that he is right, and to blame 
the uncertainty of the law when a decision of 
the judge shows him his error. And, in short, 
thejudgehimself, between twocounselsupporting 
contrary opinions by the most ingenious argu* 
ments, must hnd himself extremely at a loss to 
decide; and he too accuses the uncertainty of 
the law, for what is only want of perspicacity in 
himself, or inability to resist the eloquence of the 
parties. It is the human mind which is imper- 
fect, and which always sins in the application of 
the finest theories; we should lay the blame on 
it, and not on the imperfection of the law. 

But this uncertainty, supposing it to exist, is 
it a misfortune? It is an old remark that ^the 
letter killeth, the spirit giveth life,' Weil, under 
the administration of the common law, we hare 
the spirit of the law without the letter. How 
much crying injustice, indeed, would result from 
the hteral apphcation of the articles of the best 
code? Thus, in countries governed by that system, 
do we not see the courts constantly employed 
in explaining the letter of the law, so as entirely 
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to chaise tke s^use i but under ike autiiority of 
the comnitta law, tfaii iiMefft«iaty is a gNttt 
good, for it invests the courts with discretionary 
fQjtm: to ^perfect kw; and then do mi 
forget that»aocorfipg to my loid CkJiei-compni 
sense is a part oi the eonuuou law. See how 
thete matteia are managed ia an Bnglieh or 
American court: the counsel on both sides ex- 
haust tbenaaelves in learned subtleties and per- 
fiMStljroontiadietory citataom; thejudgekmlhe 
greatest perplexity, he does not know which to 
think right; but the plain people of the jiiiy 
having liafcened aitentivdy to the witnetm^ 
without ttnder&taiiding a singie word of what 
the oounsel hare been wyixigf withdraw^ and in 

a few minutes return quite astonished to iiad 
themselves agreed upaa a question which per- 
plexes the court. Their verdict outs the knot, 
it carrieB always with it an inherent character 
of justiee which wins it acknowledgnent and 

convinces at once. The judcre, all a2:hast, is 
obliged to concur lu it^ and has now only to iimi 
good legal reasons^ authorities, and piecedent%to 
confirm the opuuoa of the jury, which from 
thence becomes law itself^ and eetties eubsequeirt 
caseSy until the social interest again requires an 
alteiation in the law or the custom. 
I do not recollect, in all my praolioe^ having 
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seen mote than one or two cases, in whieh^ ac- 
cording to my coul aiid deliberate opiiuun, the 
Ammcan courts have not decided acootding to 
the real mmt of the causes* and man e<|mtahle 

and just munner between the parties. Between 
the learning of the judge and the plain good 
sense of the jury, perhaps the surest niuans is 
attained of arriving at the most equitable deci- 
sion of a matter. 

The varying nature of the common law makes 
it difficult to give you an exact picture of its 
present state in America; lor if the judiciary 
organization vary in every State, the common 
law varies much more* I must begin by passing 
over the State of Louisiana^ the system of whidi 
is wholly mixed) and is still on its trial. From 
what I have heard, however, it tends every day 
to an approximation with the law of the other 
States. This is, indeed^ generally, the spirit of 
American jurisprudence. Twenty-four free go- 
vemments existing together in the best intelli- 
gence, and united by ties of lanouage and insti- 
tutions neaiiy similar, are coutmually makmg 
experiments to ameliorate both their moral and 
physical condition. If the experiment succeed 
in <me State, it is so<m imitated by all the others; 
if it fail the new theory is as quickly abandoned. 
I have already stated, that the reporta of the 
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Mipreme eourtt bodi of Engtind and of the 

United btates, as also of each State^ were 
rooeiired in mil the courts as doeumentaiy infor- 
mation; it is therefore impoBsible that a new 
improvement can take place any where without 
its being known and imitated* Nor is it the 
eonrts only who cuutnbute to this end; the 
legislatures tbemselveB being conqiosed in great 
part of lawyers, who often praettce in diflBient 
States together, feel the same tendency towards 
harmonization and general improvement. In 
giving yuu, therefore, the principal features of 
American law, it is possible that my picture 
may not exacdy resemble die laws of any parti- 
eular State, but it will have the general j^ysi- 
ognomy of them all. Wherever I may be sen- 
ssible of the existence of any striking diiiei ences, 
I will, however^ point them out* 

Laws may be divided into three great classes* 
They are either poHtical, regulating the interests 
of the citizen towards society, and as such, 
establishing his part therein, and the obedience 
he owes to the government of his country; or 
criminal, defining the acts which society con- 
demns and fui bids, and the niciuner ui punishing 
them; or, lastly, civil, regulating all the trans* 
actions of individuals with each other in their 
private capscities* 
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The political laws, premifod under diffenmt 

points of view, have already formed the subject 
of tbe preceding lettent^ and will be farther ad- 

verlLcl to in those which luliow. As I have 
be£Me stated, the constitiitions of the United 
. States, are written and youcanyeryeasily procure 
them. The commentaries which 1 might add 
would only bear upon points of detail^ which 
could in no way interest you. 

The criminal law is derived from two sources, 
the common law and the written law. From 
time immemorial the common law has given 
technical definitions of different crimes, and has 
attached to each a particular penalty; but in 
its infancy these definitions savoured of igno- 
rance, and the penalties it inflicted were 
stamped with the barbarism and cruelty of the 
time* The penalty of death was prodigally 
lavished , not only against high treason, willbl 
murder, manslaughter, maiming, arson, rape, 
burglary ; but eyen for horse and sheep stealing, 
counterfeiting the seal of the State, of money, 
(which is considered ti^ason,) bank notes, and 
' many other signatures, public and private; in a 
word, for every thing bearmg the definition oi 
felony. 

If I am not mistaken the number of crimes or 
offences punished with death amounted to more 



Digitized by Google 



8UTCH TOE 



fhuMXty; but the judges loea fond a way of 

bringfinir the law to a more humane pmctica. The 
unetkod adopted was certaiuiy an odd oao^ tot 
it UhntiateB strikingly the spirit of the age. At 
first the clergy were granted an exemption frtwn 
all punishment This priyilege was eztancM 
afterwards to all those who, even without being 
in orders, belonged^ in however slight a manner^ 
to the church. ' Lastly, but for one offence CBBljf 
to ail those who were clerks therein, or in other 
woids, who could read: but to eecure their not 
claiming the privilegium clericale or benefit of 
cleigy twice, they were burnt in the hand with 
a hot iron. This privilege of the clergy hew-* 
ever, never extended to high treason, murders 
and some other offences; so that felonies, all of 
which were formerly punished with death, be- 
came divided into two classes. Those winch 
were '^clergiable,'' that is, for which the <derical 
privilege could be claimed, and those to which 
that pri^kge dkl not extend. In course of tine 
the proof of bmg olerks was dispensed mth, 
and every body, whether he could read or not, 
was allowed to enjoy this privilege. At last, by 
a law of George the First, the judges were at 
liberty to transport to America those who were 
found guilty of ''dergiable'' crimes, and the 
Quurk was suppressed, iiy other laws made in 
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the tioaa of Gearge the Third this iiew systm 
btfBwie regnlMTyaod imprisoiimeDii fbmd Iftbottr, 

transportation, fines, and w]iip])Uig, were substi- 
t uto d ikw the poa«% of death kk 9II cmm in 
wbich, aooerding to ihe ncimt -eommon law, 
the clerical privilege had l^een ot)tainable; so 
that although^ oven 'now, the sEngluih common 
law pronounces the penalty of death m a great 
uttoohAr of omm^ in praotioe these eaaetmoals 
are -Modified in almost all^ by the ''<>enefits of 
oiergy^'" and by the 4aws wbich regulate ite 
afiplicntioa. 

In almost all the States of AuiLi ica, Lhc dch- 
aition of cnmes given by the oommon law is 
preserved* And every lawyer must eompvahend 
the wisdom of this measure, by reflecting on the 
diilealty of elemmtary deinitioas> how im- 
portant it is that they should be rigorously 
exact ; and fuiiheri that this SKaotness cannot 
be obtained, however explicit the law may be, 
but by a long course of expositions and judicial 
decisions* A few States, however^ have alteved 
these definitions, and have adopted an entirely 
different nomenclature ; all on the contrary have 
passed laws fixing a penalty to eaoh oSdoee, 
and it is only in cases in which a crime has been 
forigotten in the statutes^ that it can be punished 
by the common law. 

In almost all d^e States the penalty of death. 
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has htm lappfeaaed^ except far high tnaaon, 

piracy, wilful murder, arson, and rape. Bat in 
mme, Pennsylvania for instance, it has been 
entirdy abolished, and solitary imprisonmeat 
for life substituted. The same system is upon 
die point of being established in Louisiana and 
in some other States, and all the lawyers in the 
Union are divided upon the great question, 
whether the penalty of death ought to be oon- 
tinued for atrocious crimes, or be entirely 
abolished. The new system has been some time 
on trial in the States which have adopted it, 
and the others will probably be guided by the 
resolta. For my part, I see many inoonve- 
niences and no advantage in suppressing the 
penalty of death entirely. 

The partisans of this system foiget that the 
object which society should propose in punish- 
ing, is not to strike the criminal or to araige 
itself, but rather to prevent the renewal of crime, 
in others, by the exam})ie of the criminal's 
punishment, and in himself by putting him out 
of a state to repeat it. The effect which the 
punishment produces upon the conitemned 
himself is a consideration altogether subor* 
dinate, and which cannot enter into the ac- 
count, all things being otherwise equal. For 
crimes which leave room for hope that the guilty 
may yet be reibrmed, the American penitentiary 
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By&bem, of more or leas prolonged solitaiy cos- 
Unement^ moderate labour, moral and religious 
instruction, continual looking after and discipline 
at onee active and severe, is certainly the best* 

But there are other actions by which man 
declares himself openly at war with society, and 
whidi leave no hope of reformation; and when 
even that might be possible, society would run 
too great a risk by putting it to the trial. He 
is become dangerous, and ought to be put out of 
the conditicm to do injury. 

If an impending rock threaten to crush my 
house, the sole problem for me to revive 
is how to get rid of it in the most sure, ex- 
peditious, and economical manner. If the 
rock were endowed with feelings, I should cer- 
tainly try, if there were sevefal ways of ac- 
complishing those three objects eq^ually well, to 
choose that which was the least disagreeable ; 
but it would not be until after I had put my 
house in safety, that I should think of its ease 
and convenience. And so of the man who 
has put a life in danger, who has compio- 
mised all the dearest interests that man can 
have in society, by a conspiracy to overturn the 
form of a popular government, he who has not 
only had the will, but almost the power actually 
to make war against civil society ; such a man 
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is dangerouey aod it is the interest axui daty of 
society to rid itself of him* Tbis rettsoniAg 

applies also to those who are guilty of wilful 
murder, piraeyior aison, erimes which in them- 
selves comprehend all others. I think that these 
four cases are ail for which the penalty of death 
should be xetatned. 

The ii ii ncU of the penitentiary system answer 
to this, that by shutting up a man alone for 
life, in a dungeon, he equally ceases to be dan- 
gerous to society, and sutlers much less. I deny 
both propositions* There is no dungeon so 
secure iiuui which a man may not escape, or 
which may not be forced, either during popular 
commotion^ war, or earthquake, or a fire. What 
a pretty eliect would either of these events pro- 
duce should- it open the Philadelphia jail, and 
turn loose upon society some liuiidreds of the 
most infamous villains the world ever produced ? 
For moral depravity is always in an inverse 
ratio to the causes which lead to crime; and they 
who become criminals in a country of hberty; 
abundance, and happiness, such as the United 
States, are without doubt more depraved than 
those who groan mider oppression, abide in 
ignorance, and pine for want. What ! shall we 
«xpel &r from our faoMs, fax ftom our ctetos; 
the filth therein produced, and yet, at a great 
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•xpense, build samptiicms edifices^ to heap up 

eavefully and treat with tenderness all the cor- 
ruption and pestilential excrements of eiril so* 
ciety ? and should we not fear contagion ? and 
should we go on expending our money, lavi&hu^ 
our care- and our time to so Tile a purpose ? 
This very building might serve for an asylum, 
or an hospital ; this very bread, steeped in the 
tears of the innocent, might support the widow 
and the orphan; and it is from them it is with- 
hdd, not OB the friends of the penitentiary 
system tell you^ to alleviate the misiortunes of 
the condemned, but to prolong their torments 

during long years of trouble and agony, at a 
great expense, and without any beneht to society* 
Let every one put hie band upon bis heart, and 
say honestly it he would not prefer being exe^ 
cuted at once, to remaining alone in prison 
without any hope ui release. xVnd Icl liini then 
reflect whether it is not a -sentiment of mistaken 
bumanity, which would prefer substitutfaig per** 
petual imprisonment to the penalty of death. 

The only me&as of -Buppressing the penalty 
of death, in my opinion, is by substituting trans- 
portation. This system has in later times been 
greatly improved in the Engliah establisfament 
at Botany Bay. Why do not other nations 
seek some distant and lonely shores^ wb«re 
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coloniea might be established upoa the like 

principles ? Crime would thus be rendered 
subservient to public good, by enlarging the 
sphere of dviliiatioiiy end opening a new sonioe 
of commerce to offended society. But then the 
penalty of death must be retained in the peni- 
tential colony, as the only means of managing 
a society so depraved ; and in the mother country 
also, but solely for the punishment of those who 
returned before the period of their transportation 
expired. Thus the refuse which society casts 
from it, instead of being destroyed or heaped 
up in sheer loss, would serve to fertilize and en- 
rich new and distant lands. It is to this system, 
probably, that all nations will come at last; 
but then it should be extended to all crimes, 
whereas in England^ the penalty of deaih is re- 
tained m far too many cases. 

In all the States, ofiences not involTing the 
penalty ul death are punished by close coiihiie- 
ment of various durations, in prisons well se^ 
cured, and underan excellent system of discipline; 
the prisoners are employed in labour of difierent 
kinds, and a part of the profit resulting from it 
goes to themselves. They are kept separate 
from the prisoners for debt and those not yet 
found guilty; for the legal maxim is, that a 
man must be treated as ixmocent until a jury 
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has given a verdict a^^ainst him. Committals 
to prison before trial are extremely rare^ for it 
is only in capital cases that laagistrates can 
refuse to release an accused person upon bail. 
His detention, therefore, does not depend upon 
the aibitrary will of any body; it is a grand 
jury who, at the next session of the court, puts 
him on trial or discharo^es liiia. The district- 
. attorney cannot appeal, a minima, from its de- 
cision. The accused may insist upon being 
tried as soon as possible; and the only discre- 
tionary power to which he has to submit is that 
of the committing magistiatc ; but even in Uiat 
case, if the magistrate either require excessive 
bail, or refuse to admit him to bail, he may 
always appeal to a superior judge, even during 
the vacations^ either by a writ of error or an 
habeas corpus y and afterwards bring an action 
for false imprisonment. Society is empowered to 
prosecute by the means I have stated, not only 
crimes, but misdemeanors, (delits corrcctionels,) 
such as insults, assaults, nocturnal riots, offences 
against public decency, bad state of the high- 
ways : in short, any thing which disturbs the 
peace of the citizens is a proper subject for an 
indictment, according to the common law; to 
which the written laws have merely given ad- 
ditional etheacy, by particular enactments. But 
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diiB.doM not depriye the offended party of the 

civil remedy; he has always in these cases his 
aotioii for daoMgeft for whftt he ha» suffered. The 
eriminal aelkiiiL belong* to society, and takes 
place on the complaint of the grand jury, 
aitbough the ofiended party may not denre to 
push matters so far; but the civil action is 
entirely his own affair* 

One of die most striking iltustnitions of this 
double aetiou is in the case ot the law of 
libel. Any publioation against good morals, or 
against the character of a citizen, of a malicious 
natim^ and calcnlated to disturb the peace, 
whether tme or false, is an offence of which a 
grand jury can and ought to take cognizance. 
This is the only crime, as regards the press, 
known m America ; for any body may say or 
print what -he pleases about the government. 
The innumerable papers printed every where, 
even in the smallest village, are perfectly free, 
and may be published without any permission, 
01* entering into any security. In case of con- 
demnation, the punishments are fine and im- 
prisonment; but it is seldom that a grand jury 
brings an accusaUou of this kind, unless the 
pubhcations are of a very scandalous nature, 
and directed against the private character of 
dtizens^ or of peaceable and respeetable women. 
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As to political characters, people may always 
piint what they hke, because it is never Bap* 
pooed to be clone from maliee, but to enlighten 
puUic opmiou in its choice. 

But a person defamed by any pubUcatioii 
whatever, may, besides the ciiinmal accu&ation, 
bring an action for damages. The defendant, 
however, in this case is allowed to prove the 
truth of what he has published ; which would 
be no defence in a criminal action. Damages 
are either general, as those obtained for general 
defiEunationi or special, if the plaintiff can prove 
that, in consequoiceof the libel, he has sustained 
any loss whatever. 

Even slanderous words spoken famish ground 

for a civil action, but it is necessary that the 
fact falsely imputed be of a nature, if true^ to 
have constituted an offence punishable by law ; 
or, that tlie slander has been the immediate 
cause of a specific injury. These sort of actions 

are also extremely rare in the United States, 
particularly in the West and South, where, in 
general, parties prefer fighting the matter out 
than troubimg the law. 
The liberty which pervades all the institutions 

of the country is found also in the laws which 
r^ulate real property, both as to its possession 
and transmission. Every one is master of his 
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own property. He does with it, in his life- 
timei what he thinks proper; at his death he 
leaves it to whom he will. The dotal sjetem 
does not exist. In general there is no marriage 
settlemeiit* All the personalties possessed by 
the Wife iit the time of marriage, or acquired 
by her afterwards^ belong by law to the husband; 
her real property remains her own, but the hus- 
band IS the guardian of it, and she cannot dis- 
pose of it without his consent. Children suc- 
ceed in equal proportions to the father or the 
mother dying intestate. In default of des 
cendants, property goes to collaterals^ Ihen 
ascends. The husband, however, surviving the 
wife retains a life interest in all her real pro- 
perty, whilst the wife, in the same case, is en- 
titled only to a jointure of one third of this same 
property. It often happens, however, that by 
a marriage settlement, the husband recognises 
a certain property as belonging to his wife, to 
descend to her children, or, in their default, 
return to her family ; but these cases seldom 
occur, and only when the wife is much richer than 
the husband. In general she takes her chance 
with him, for better or worse, for by law the 
wife and the husband are but one person. They 
cannot give evidence in favour of each other. 
In almost all actions brought by the wife the 
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bosband must join. The American law» in ac* 

<'ordance with good morals, does every thing to 
^Mtify aad give sanctity to the marriage tie^ 
tbat first element of all society. In many 
States divorce a vincuiu matrimonii does not 
enist ; in others it is pronounced^ in some par- 
ticular cases^ by the Cijuits of chancery, which 
decide upon appiicati<His for separations mneMMi 
et tharo. But generally the manner of obtaining 
a divorce is by an extra-judicial measure^ by a 
petition to the legislature^ which passes a par- 
ticular law for e.ich cube, after an examination 
by a commission, and hearing its report. Legis- 
lators are, however^ much averse from these 
special laws, and require a very strong case to 
be made out. 

in Louisiana, where the dotal system pre- 
rails, all landed property is shackled in a very 
corapUcated manner, and it is hazardous to buy 
it without knowing the genealogy and history 
of the families of the possessors; otherwise, 
when you least expect it, you will be beset by 
the descendants or creditors of a married woman 
claiming her dower, who may turn you out of 
your own house. This system does not prevail 
in the other States of the Union. You may 
buy in perfect security if you first ascertain, by 
an inspection of the registersy that there are no 
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mortgages on the land, which you may do in 
liaif aa hour. BesideA, the seller always giift*> 
rantees the pr o})erty he seUa^ audit isagMsA 

hxm, and before a court of equity, that the pui- 

As to personalties, the possession is always 
a pcoof . primA facie of property, and as to the 
▼alidity, unless it be stifwlated, the suurim of 
caveat emptor is of tuii force. 

The means of seeming the payment of sums 

lent is first by mortgage, but it is necessary 
that it be clear and registered i without that it 
is of no fofce against ftiture creditors. It oan 
never vitiate the rights of previous creditors, as 
a hon& jide sale would do. Only hfiekiayers 
and carpenters have a tacit mortgage upon tlie 
houses they build uatd they are paid for their 
woriL. The second means is by a deed of tmat; 
that is, a sale or gift of the property to trustees 
for a specific purpose. For exampk, to seewe 
the payment of a debt on a fixed day, I o^ive 
or sell a house, or a piece of land, to a thurd 
party, on condition that the life interest shall 
remain mine, but that, if the day arrives, and I 
do not pay, he shall sell it for the benefit of the 
lender. It is in general by this foini that the 
prpperty of married women is secured in such- 
manner as it may not be eonfimnded with time 
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ef the husband, and sold for his debts. It it 
•ka in this way that the property of almoBt all 
corporations, such as churches, colleges, ma- 
voiiic lodges, &o. are possessed. When tlie courts 
of chancery try very compHoated cases, in 
which laany parties are concerned, they often 
order all the pro]3crty imder constderatkm to 
be vested in this manner in trustees, to watt, 
together with the produce, and be subject to 
the ulterior decision of the court. A deed of 
trust, as well as a sale, may be declared frau^ 
dulent, if it has be^ made with an intention 
of deceiving creditors ; but, to do this, the frau- 
dulent intention must.be clearly proved. 

All goods; whether personal or real^ go to 
crsditors. The United States are the only prir* 
▼iieged creditor* After all these goods have 
been sold, or if the debtor refuses to declare 
them, he may be imprisoned for debts in almost 
•U the States of the Unicm. The constttuticn 
<rf the United States has autiiorized Congress 
to pass a general law upon bankruptcy^ but 
that has not yet been done. In the meantime, 
however, most of the States have insolTcnt Acts, 
by wliieh the honest' debtor, who has delivered 
up all his property to his creditors, must be set 
at liberty on making oath that be has retained- 
nothing i and he is not liable to further anest. 

m2 
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In same States, the property he may subae- 
qvently aequire is his own ; in othm^ it beloogs 
to hib iunner creditors, wholly or iii part. Im- 
prisonment for debt, iken, is only em^ilc^ed as a 
coerciTe mesns of fcreing the dishonest debtor 
to discover and deliver up his property ; for he 
who is innocent may always go oat of prison, 
by swearing that he has got nothing; unless his 
creditors prove that he swears falsdy, which 
would be a very serious ease of perjury, and in- 
volve penalties of a very sUx)ng and degrading 
character. 

Generally spealdl^; crimes are rare in the United 
States : this is greatly owing to the edncatioii 
of the people, but above all to the abundance 
which prevails, and the total absence of misery. 
Crimes against the percon are more frequent in 
the new countries than in tlie old States. At* 
tempts upon propertyi on the contrary, are al- 
most unknown in the south, the west, and the- 
country places ; whilst crimes against the per- 
son are more frequent there. Homicide is veiy 
frequent, but deUberate murder is seldom heard 
of. In a free country, stiii a little homely, 
eveiy one feels his individual consequence, and 
takes upon himself the redress of an insult. Ip 
the more civilised parts of the Union, particu- 
larly those in which religion prevails, the prac- 
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tice of duelH&gis nearly naknown; but in the 

south and the west, it is very frequent auiong 
the cnltnrated chisses. Upon the shores of the Atr 
lantic, duels take place with as much etiquette 
as ixk Europe ; but in the western ibrests they 
am less eeremonioaB. At the very moment of 
dispute, parties draw their weapons and attack 
eaeh other; the usage of the country is even 
to let them do so, for any one claiming as- 
sistanoe would be covered with infamy. Fre- 
quently, if the quarrel is of icmg standing and 
implacable the parties warn each other not 
to go out unarmed, for at the first meeting 
tliey are determined to do themselves jus* 
tice« Juries in general are very indulgent to 
duels, and even to rencontres (as they are 
called), when every thing passes fairly ; but 
they are rery serere against anything like mui^ 

der. Couutrv people generally settli- their dit- 
ierences with the fist; sometimes, also, they 
Ixte each other's noses and lips, particularly in 
the west, where the manly population, proud 
and independent, have a particular relish for 
fighting in any way they please. Very seldom 
indeed a great crowd assembles, on any occa- 
sion, wttbottt a battle taking place before its 
separation. But these conflicts are always at 
Artycttffs, and concealed weapons are never em^ 
ployed ill them« ' - - 
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la the Atlantic States, morals are dif^ 
Uno^p md tend mther towards crimoi agMMt 
property. Robberies by open (one «re nire, 
but pii^Brmg and cbeataig are very common* 
The American sharper ie a pecfeet adept in his 
proiesbiuu ; ior^ as it cannot be want whicb im- 
pds him to mme^ in a eonntry so happy as 
America, it must be inclination^ passion, Ae 
genius of theft, wbidi lavolve him in it, and 
every day reveals new and altogether eogiiial 
modes ot clieatiug. The career ol peopie who 
iseort to this piofession is in genend, hawerrar » 

but of short duration, for the poHce of the 

is so well managed^ that nothing 
eriminal can esoape that argus with thirteen 

miliioii eyes. 

Indeed we are all polioe afcento and qnea. If 

a conspiracy against the State comes to my 
knowledgei I am eager to impart it to the safe* 
leign ; I do not leave him ignorant of what I 
may have been able to learn of the opinions of 
his servants ; and the sovereign always rewards 
me according to the importance of the intrigues 
I have confounded. The people is the sovereigD ; 
the newspapers the means which I adopt to 
^)prise him; and my reward awaits me at 
the next election. There are no gtensnf «fwwt 
or town-seijeants with us ; but if a robbeiy or 
a murder is committed^ any citizen may arrest 
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tk% party m^^agFontSf and tak« bim beibn Ibe 
MweBt jiMtiee 4t peaoe or mtprtrate, «pIu> 

commits him in a regukur mauiier or reiea^ 
him on bftU mitil Ibo nest f^ ft ff» i^ ^ftsf h^rtffg 

the depositions pro and con. It the criminal, 
however, hm mcceeded ia escaping, tha report 
toon spreads through the oooatry. In the 
taverns, at church, at market, in all public 
{AaoeB» ia short, the atiUr is talked o£ AU who 
have any uifbiiuation to give, take care to give 
it; - but if he soooeed in eveding '"^"^'•t* 
pursuit, on the refMresentation of the parties in« 
terestedf the governor puhiifihee a prodamation 
in the newepspets, promising a reweid tovdio* 
ever will deliver him up, and containing a 
description of his person, and any other dnes 
that may have been procured. The proclama- 
tion becomes a subject of^conversatioa m aii 
the tavems, and every stranger, coming fiom 
the place wliere the crime has been committed, 
ia sure to be qaestioncd and scmtiniaed tho* 

roughly. Reccutly, a uiaii at. Acw Orleans, 
who bad kiUed bis wife, was arrested upon the 
borders of Canada, where he tried to save 
fieii^ conducted back to JKew Oriean;s, and con- 
denuied. Nothing can escape the systaMtic 

publicity of this univeri>al poUce, and the only 

way to escape being betia]ped is to have no s^ 
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crets. In the great southern towns, where there 
are umty blackfi, there ia geoerai organized a 
fliuBictpQl armed guard, to watch during the 
night; bat this guards far from inconveniencing 
tke citiMiia^oii tiie eoatreiy, aabmita to the first 
white who comes and saves him from the ne- 
eesaity of patrolitag lumself. 

It 18 true that it Booietimes happem, not of- 
ten, however, that an innocent person is arrest- 
ed Ibr a guiky, (and does not that happen nbto 
at Paris ?) but, in such cases, he is amply in- 
demaitied : this gives occasion to a new law«- 
antty of which the namber is very conaiderablo* 
Law expenses are moderate ^ the temptations 
t» go to hw continual; and the taste of A» 
people certainly tends to litigation. It is a sin- 
gular thing that the descendants of the Norman» 
have esve^rwhere retained their fondness for going 
to law. This taste is observable in Italy in the 
kingdon^ of Naples, which was conquered by 
them ; in the English nation, who submitted to- 
the same yoke; and in the French provinces, 
where they were first settled. The rest of Italy, 
Scotland, Ireland, and the rest of France, do 
Botr partake of this litigating spirit. The de-> 
scendants of the English have brought it into 
Anusrica^ where it is characteristio. You can 
hardly find any one who has not hi|d a lawsuit 
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iu the-ooune of his bfe. This may also be 
partly attributable to every one being more or 

less engaged in business, and to there being no 
idlers or people exdnsiYely devoted to pleaanre. 
For the i^est, going to law does nut kiudei din- 
ing together and mutaal visiiking. 

Another canse, alao, which miiet increase the 
frequency of lawsuitSf is the immense number 
of lawyers we have among as» Every body is 
moie or less vei'sed in the laws i for every body 
is sworn and goes to the assizes^ as elsewhere 
people go to the theatre. Those who know but 
little of law, always think theoa^eives sure of 
their matter^ and immediately consult an al^ 
torney, to whom they represent their cause so 
well as to satisfy him of its justice. Be- 
sides, a lawyer, as you know, is very easily 
persuaded by his client. Owing to the number 
of lawyers^ their fees are very trifling, excepting 
those of the great luminaries of the bar, which 
are very considerable. So that going to law is 
a cheap amusement ; and, indeed, what would 
life be without a little contradiction] How 
many a planter would be consumed with ennui, if 
he passed his Ihe raising crops, a li tiae, and varying 
only in degree! His day?, so bright and golden^ 
would be all alike, and oppressively monotonous. 
jButy by good fortunei his neighbour's horse juf.t 

u 3 
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makes an excuisioii into his iield. Quickly an 
ftoUoa ia h€Qughiaiirmfa$$gqumr€ ^kmmm fttgils 
or a passenger beats his negro, or seduceft Im 
dauglitei' \xist sexvant^ — immediately ibUpw0 an 
%QAon ot trnpoM, vi et armii per quad tervkiim 
amisit ; or, better still, while on a journey he 
cUicoTerB a cart or saddle which he h«d \mt to 
afmnd in die hiuids of a third party ; forthwith, 
aa action of trover, oi* detwm. It often hap- 
pens, also, that parties tfreiiDcertainaboiAt thair 
right, and then they arrange to carry it ami- 
cably befoie a court 

Arbitration is much resorted to in the United 
States, but the litigaata gain nothii^g by that^ 
for although, befoie carrying the oanae befoM 
arbitrators^ they engage to abide by then de- 
mion, thm are always so txmoy wajfs of evading 

the engagement, that it amounts to nothing; 
and beiidoBy the cause is pioaded before arbi"' 
tntoffs, by lawyers, and in the same manner m 
it would be in full court. 

The bar of the United States is a Tcry die- 
tmguished body. It is even the first body in 
the State in the consideration of the people. 
Tbers are three profesMoas which are called 
learned, and which confer d^prees: the&e are, 
the foculties of law, medicine, and divinity ; bat 
whilst the two latter lead to nothing, the bar 
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leads to every thing. It is the real nursery of 
Btatesmeiij and it is in it tbat the people seek 
their legislators and governors. In a theooracy^ 
the government is in the hands of the priests ; 
in a military despotism, in that of the generals; 
in a country governed by laws, it is j ust that 
their interpreters aiid ministers govern* Thaaare 
we well governed^ and I regard this inflneoee 
•f the lawyers upon the government as the 
beat gnmoitse of oar liberties* It is to this 
pomt that Europe will come, in proportion as 
Uberty shall be better understood there. 

Oratory is much cultivated in the United 
State : every body speechihes. Written speeches 
are nnknown, both at Congress and in the 
courts ; and therefore we liave orators. I have 
just heard those of Great Britain; bat I must 
say conscientiously that there is nobody in 
parliament like Messrs. Clay, Webster, Wirt, 
Barrier, Hopkinson, Haine, 8cc« If the latter 
had subjects half as mterestmg as those dis- 
ousted in parliament, with what lustre would 
they not shine. But that time will come, and 
ere long. Congress, like the British parliament, 
and tile eld Roman senate, will become arbiinr 
gentium. 
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LETTER EIGHTH. 

Of TUBArMY, THl NAVTy AND TH£ InDIAVS. 

VitU of Lafayette f and enthuskum of all eioM^ 

ses on that ( ccasion; formidable appearance of 
the miiitia ; ike regular army, its compoeiHam 
and gtmermaenty how avgwtenied tn ca$e of war 

and reduced in lime of peace ; military schools; 
recruiting ; repugnance of the people to the ler- 
uUe; tynmny of the officers i General BemanTs 

system, Thk Militia; its composition; com- 
parison between the militia of the towns and 
that of the west ar.d south ; description of a 
mounttd rifleman ; the author s campaign tvith 
a small army of them against the Indians ; tw- 
lunieer companies ; several descriptions of them^ 
and of their f nodes of proceeding. The Navy ; 
skip-building ; facility of producing a great num- 
ber of ships ; probable difficulty of finding stdU 
ors ; no impressment ; ojjicers ; privateers ; mer- 
chant service; allusion to the wars in which 
America has been engaged t ufors with the in» 
dians ; probabilily of the eventual extinction 
of the Indian race ; observations on the distinc- 
ticms cf race amomg manJdnd; utfenarity of sdl 
to the Earopcan whites ; speculations on the ef- 
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fecU on colour and faculties produced ky CFOSsing 
the raoes ; in what tvoy the Indian rae€ will at 
length disappear; lands allotted to the Indktns 

called " reserves r complicated question between 
the Creeks and the Cherokee Indians and the 
State of Georgia ; the United States a party to 
it ; interference of the missiofiaries ; Mr, MuU'- 
roe's plan to obviate the difficulty — colonizcUion 
of the Rocky Mountains; serious objections to the 
plan ; speculations on the future proceedings of 
the IndianSf and of ike government of Mexico ; 
the Bushmen and the Emperor Francis of Austria* 

In 1825, when Lafayette made us his trinmirtiel 

visit, he was everywhere received as the guest 
q£ the nation* What miracles did he not wit- 
ness ! He had an opportttnity of comparing the 
state of the country, as he had left it iiity years 
ago, with what it then was, and might attri*- 
bute the diliLience entirely to the republican 
institutions by which we are governed* He 
saw die country as nobody had ever before seen 
it, and as it has not been seen since. Every- 
thing assumed a holiday appearance ; the lowna 

were repainted at his approach; the roads re- 
paired everything put on an air of youth and 
peettUar freshness ; the magistrates went before 
him, the people welcomed him with enthusiasm. 
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he was held up as a model to the schook col* 
lectod ia the streets he passed through. Fftm 

many towns, deputations of the handsomest 
ladies of the place were seat to the frontiers to 
embrace hiniy and give him welcome in die 
name ol the sex. He was obliged to stand god- 
father to all the childieii bom upon his road; to 
hear as many sermons on Sunday as tliere were 
churches of the different denominations; to eat 
as many bteakfiBusts and dinnm daily as it 
might please the various corporations and socir 
eties to invite him to; to drink as many glasses 
of wine as he met thirsty persons; and to make 
as many speeches as he met finetalkersi a^idi 
is not saying a little, 

Buty of all he saw, nothing astonished him 
so mnch as to bdioldy in the most peaceaUe 
country upon the earth, more than 1,100,000 
men, completely amed and equipped. Indeed 
everywhere upon his road, and even some hun- 
dred miles right and left, the militia was as- 
sembled, and came to present diemselves to 
him under very formidable appearances. He did 
not know the state^oTenms except in nlitey 

accoutrements ; and many were the merchants, 
lawyers, and planters, whom he saw only as ge* 
necak or colonels ! Here he might see and adn* 
mire the institution of a national guard in its 
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highest point of perfecUon^ tor ail this lauoenie 
aimed force was nothing but the nubtia* 

The army itself, in time of peace, is iiicon- 
fliderahleu Under the ancieat lederatio% it watt 
oMipoaed of eontingeiitay farniabed and fully 
equipped by the States, but, under the present 
conaiitiiliQiiy the State may not heap up bodiea 

of troops under arms in time ut' pea.ce. The 

army i& asaentiaUy federal, and ita coofiama en* 
tirely within the prerogative of the preaidmit 
and Congress. Its organization has varied 
many timea during Uie^ fault ten yeara; undartha 
presidency of Mr. J. Adams, it was reduced to 
laaa than 3^000 men, and during the hal war 
itwaaoarried beyond 100,000. At pieaent it 
IS composed of about 6,000 men, divided into 
fiNir legimenta of artiUery and aeren of infantry^ 

and commaiided by two bngadier-generals and 

a gmeial«in*chief with the rank of mi^or-gena- 
laL The organiiatioii of the regiments, the 
maneauFrea, and exercises, are entirely in the 
French manner^ although the word of command 
is given in English. The soldiers are very well 
diesaed, fed, and lodged. The army is diato- 
biited upon a line of some thousands of laaguea 
all round the Uaion ; the artillery occupies the 
coasts of the Atlantic ; the infigmtvy those of 
the Gulf uf Mexico, and the frontiers of the 
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Missouri ftnd Arkans&w. Upon this frontier 
a »maU pg^ of iiiiy mea been planted, at 
MM hwidrad miles ffom cmlisation; and it is 
necessary that it t>hould be settled^ fortified, aad 
msiatained there among the lodtaiiB, who aie 

frequently hostile. 

The war department is under the direction of 
the aecvetary at war, who does not belong to 
the army, for with us the accumulation of em- 
ployments is not allowed, and there are only 
officers in actual service. The United States do 
not grant pensions but to those who are obliged 
to quit the service on account of serious wonnds, 
or to the widows and orphans oi tbe deceased* 
The army is organized agreeably to a law which 
directs that it shall be composed of a major- 
general, two brigadier-generals, a colonel, 
chief of the stafi; 8ce. &c. It cannot, there- 
fore, contain more otiicers than the law or- 
dains. Those who are in the senrice are disqua* 
litied from being elected or appomted to any 
office whatever, while they remain in the army* 
All the officers are appointed by the president, 
with the cmsent and advice of the senate; 
and he possesses the constitutional power of 
dismissing them all, although I am not aware 
that this power has ever been exercised. Ge^ 
nerally, however, in time of peace, promotion 
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strictly follows length of service. If war broke 
mty Congress would pass a law to sngpnent the 
wrmy and determine its extent and form* The 
pfmdeiit would then fill up the sppointmeats 

according to his discretion, whether by sekct- 
iug from the old o&cers who served ia the last 
war, advancing officers in the existing army, or, 
finally^ calling into the army othcers of the nu- 
Utia^ or people distinguished by their patriotiBm 
and possessing the coaiuience of the new levies. 
After the war, the Cc^ngress, in like manner, 
would pass a law to reduce the army and de** 
termiue its model ; then the reductions in each 
rank would be e£fected without giving any pen- 
sion or privilege whatever to those who should 
resign or be disbanded. After former wars Con- 
gress made a division of public lands among 
the oihcers and soldiers thus disbanded, and 
the same measare would probably be adopted 

again. 

When an officer gives hn his resignation^ he 

immediately ceases to form part of the army 
and becomes nothing. at all. The only thing 
he retains, and that only by courtesy, is his title* 
Thus, for example, the actual president, Aiidrew 
Jaekson, who is usually called Oeneral Jackson 
has long ceased to be a general. He receives 
no salary as saob, and has no control over the 
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army. JUowevar, ia his capacity of pKSuLeBUt, 

hlB M €€BinWlldflHIMlU6f of tKf *- Mlk Mil ImA 

forces. 

Tile mnny ii fwrnitod by volmlary 

80 that in time of peace it is very indifferently 
compofldd; f<Nr what citkea is thece wlio canooty 
bjr wy tttoderiie labour, ^am moie thaa Hm 
pay of a soldier. Besides, the love of liberty^ 
and the repagnance to all ooDatraint, iAdiapoea 

the })eople to enlist, it inuiit be admitted also 

that the tyrannicai conduct of the ofiicars ta tha 
•oldkni contribiites not a little to diagiiat the 
people With the military service. This conduct 
ia a conaeqiieiiGe of the eort of mea who eidiat» 

but it also reacts upon those who would enlist, 
and repels all daoent people. In war tiine it ia 
otherwise; the ranks are filled immediately wiAt 
voittuteeis who enlist that they may serve their 
ooantry, make a oampaagn, and partake of ils 
glory and dangers. The officers soon see that 
they have different materials to deal with^ and 
alter their system of discipline aeoordingly. 

The present army mu&t be cousidei'cd only as 
the models or the nuiseiy of one more eoori* 
derable ^ it is, as it were, intended to preserve 
the tradition of military nsagea and rsgulaiiims* 
The officm who oompoae it are in general very 
good, and, in the event of a war, would be ioune- 
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diKtetjr promotBd to snpenor nmkt^ tt&d distri- 
buted amonp: the new regiments that would then 
be raised ; these would be most ia waat of good 
subslteiMy a class who eonstitnte the support 
and sinew of every good aimy. 

The maxim of the United States is to be 
prepared for war during peace; and therefore 
nothing to that end is negleoted. A school upon 
the system of the polytechnic ecbool of Paris, is 
estabiisJied at West Pointi near ^ew Vork, 
whete SOTie hondreds of young people receive 
quite a military education. On quitting, they 
have the choice of entering into the army 
as officers or of adopting a profession ; most 
of them do the latter; but at the firM; signal 
they would be ready to rejoin the flag^and would 
make excellent officers. Many private colleges 
have adopted the Bystem of education at West 
Point, and at present a great many young people 
are educated in an entirely military manner* 
By these means the manoeuTres and management 
of arms will be as generally known to the future 
generation as the catechism is to the present. 

But besides this attention to matters re- 
garding the personal qualities of the army, the 
United Stateshave established numerous military 
arsenals in which the arms and artillery are 
finished and preserved. The manufactory, how* 
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ever, of arms and powder, as well as every other 
apecies of induBtiy, is wholly free ia the United 
States. I belieye eyren that the govemmeDt has 
no irou-foundry, but suppUes itself, ready made, 
from priyate factories. 

The last war having shewn that the existing 
fortifieation^ did not fulul the purpose expected. 
Congress adopted a system of fortifieatioas of 
great extent and fulness of design; and during 
fifteen >ears its execution has been pursued 
with activity. This project is mainly attributable 
to General Bernard, and ncTer, perhaps, did an 
officer of genius design a scheme at once so vast, 
comprehensive, and original. It will ioimortalize 
the general. 

The real military force of the United States, 
however, does not consist in its army, but in its 
miHtia. Until a certain age, which varies in 
different States, every citizen forms pait of it; 
for as the army belongs to the federal goTemmenty 
so the militia depends wholly on the States. 
Freachers, schoolmasters, doctors and some 
other persons are exempt from it. The Quakers 
and other religious sects who refuse to fight 
must pay the disciplinary fines or march, Peiw 
sons holding offices in the United States arc also 
exempt, as well as magistiates, in time of peace« 

In each State the gormior is commander-ui* 
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chief oi the mihtia. It ui his province to put 
thfim ID motioiii whether on the demand of the 
president iu case of a general war, or of his own 
accord if the uigencies of the State ref uiie it* 
The officers are elected by the privates, except 
the generals, who are usually appointed by the 
legislature or the goyenior. The organisation 
and uniform of the militia are the saiue as those 
of the army ; and from the moment of its being 
called into active service it is paid like the other 
troops of the United b tales. The law hxes a 
certain day in which it is assembled to mancsiivre, 
and the colonel or captain may call them out 
oftmer to exercise or elect officers. These as- 
semblages are always more or less miUtary 
holidays. 

It is necessary to make a great distinction 

belvveea the militia of the new countries and 
of those parts of the Union which hare been 
long inhabited, particularly the large towns 
in the north-east. There they are composed of 
mechanics and labourers^ tradesmen's olerks, 
and apothecaries' shopmen, all people totally 
unfamiliar with the use of arms or miUtary 
habits. In general they exercise pretty well, 
especially in making a variety of theatncal evo- 
lutions, of no utility whatever, and for which 
Uiey have a great taste; but if. in the midbt of a 
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paimdeiy IIm rain wmm on, yon will tee tibeoi 

aoamper away wiUi singular t^ility. However 
wdl diposed thoM migbt be» they would not be 
able to su:?taii\ the privatioiis aud inarches of a 
amfmgtk. You will tell me that the battle of 
Boltmiore was gained by this sort of niKtML 
Very true, but it was at the gate of tlie city. 
The Amencan is brave; he is abore all distin^ 
guished by a rational and reflecting courage; it 
is nerer in this respect that the militia may be 
impugned. But at the battle of Baltimore, the 
citizen-soidiers went out from their houses, having 
bmkiasted and shaved as usaal; if they had 
been obUged instead of that, to bivouac in the 
miie for a single week they would have been 
knocked up before meeting the enemy. Heroin 
is the great advantage which the militia ot the 
oonntfy have over those of the town. The men 
who compose the former am accustomed to the 
iuckm^JMues of the seasons. They all go 
hunting, and are fiuniliar with the use of a gun. 
It is true they are aot so smartly dressed; that 
they do not exercise so well^ are a little mm 
turit>u!ent ; but all this does not hinder them from 
rendering better service beiore the enemy. 

But to judge of the miUtia ycm should see 
those of the west and south. A regiment of 
mounted rifiemeni men inured to all the fttigues* 
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Mid pnvatious of tba aloaoit savage life oi a tot 
mMemeni; mimiited each upon his finroiirila 

liorse; armed with his trusty cai bioe^ to whichj, 
not MldoiDy he and bis family batre been iii^ 
debted for a dinner in time of need; tlicsu are 
pec^e who make a sport of all iatigue. Toihfio^ 
a campaign is leally a ptrty of pleasure. They 
kuQw the woodsy can fiad their way by the sun 
and tb^ bark of the trees^ whether to traok an 

enemy or a stag; their doas assist them here, 
tor eaeh has his dog with hun. Xh^ have bo 
imifmn, every one comes as he is» for his daily 
labour, with some new e^tra covering spun and 
wove by his wife from coiton pknted by bbn* 
self. A hat of tuiated palm-leaves protects his 
pevsotti blackened by tlkB smoke of the bivouac; 
an otter skin artfnlly folded and sewed contaiiis 
bis ammunition, the means of kindling a fire, 
and bis little stock of tobacco; a wallet behind 
his saddle carries piuvibioas ibr himself and 
has.h<Hrsep The animal himself is as little fasti- 
dkms as tbe master. A ftw handfnls of maize 
per day suffices him, but in the evenmg, on 
arming at the camp» he is misaddledy unbridled^ 
and two of his legs fastened together, then he is 
left in the woods where grass in abondanoe very 
soon invites him to a frugal supper. No great 
discipline among a troop like this; no regular 
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•xescsses: every one makes war for his own 
mcoomit. Hid m if by instinct It is a hunting 
party on a large scale; these, however, were the 
most diatingiiiBhed troops in the last war, and 
•who Tepulsed the English at the battle of New 
Orleans. 

I hare myself made a campaign with such men, 

an army in miniature, three hmidred men strong. 
It was commanded by a brigadier'^neral. I 
went out as his aid-de-camp, forming myself the 
whole staff of the army ^ I returned colonel of a 
regiment: few periods of my life have left me 
more agreeable recollections. I shall never iorget, 
ommoonlight nighty fording theWhitthltcootchie 
at niidiiltrht, lighted by our fires, and the .still 
stronger but much more distant light of the 
wmdsy which the Indians had kindled in order 
to cover their retreat. This great nver, m all 
the majesty of virgin nature^ flowed between two 
perpendicular banks of rocks near sixty feet 
high. A narmw path led from each side 
to the ferd. The moon reflected in the silyer 
waves, and their almost phosphoric clearness was 
only interrupted by the Img black line formed 
by the army marching in a single file. We 
remained nearly six weeks in this way, on horse- 
back all day, encamped at nif^ht in the woods. 
We met the Indians only three or four times, 
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but their fooUteps swarmed around us^ anil it 
was manifeet that we were oontiaii&Uy enooofe* 

passed by them. One uight they attacked us 
in our camp and loat two men. One day they 
disputed a ford with ua, and three among them 
remained on the held of battle. .At laat seven 
were taken upon a little-island at the month of 
a river, were tried, and acquitted by the jury. 
The cause of the ¥rar was the massacre of a 
white family, under civenmstanees of unheard-of 
cruelty. Sia white children from two to twelve 
years old» were burnt alive» and the fether mas* 
sacred. It was to arrest these murderers, to 
force the other Indians to retire within their 
limits, to secure, in short, the tranquillity and 
peace ot our families, aud save them, perhaps, 
from a general massacre, that we took up arms. 
We completely succeeded. 

The half-saTage sort of militia of which I am 
now speaking are only found, as I have already 
mentioned, upon the borders of civihzation. Th^ 
would form, perhaps, the best troops in the 
world, if they were well discipUaed arid exercised; 
but that cannot be attained without keeping them 
some months under the flag. It is, thereture, 
always a probability that on a level country and 
during the first year of a war, these militia wotdd 
be beaten by regular troops; but the case would 
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be very different after the second campaigu, 
and even after the firatrntracklesswoods, with- 
out magazines and resources of any kind. 

Befiides those I have mentioned, there is aoo- 
tber sort of militia in the United States always 
ready to take the field, whose equipment, ariit^;, 
and exerdseS) are quite unexoeptionable; and 
M'hich is couimanded by experienced officers 
withdrawn from the army since the last war. 
These are the Yolnnteer companies. AU those 
who are found united by professional ties or 
family connexicois associate together to iana 
corps of this sort. The act of association^ 
duly drawn up and approved by the colonel 
of the regiment to which they are attached, 
settles their ibtniation, their uniform, the modes 
of electing their officers, the admission of 
members, their retirement, &c These com- 
panies Irequently possess very great property, 
and the conditions of admission are sometimes 
v ery difficult. The honorable Artillery Compauy 
of Boston, for instance, possesses a small araenal 
and a very fair material of its own, and I believe 
that it costs nearly a hundred pounds to be 
admitted into it In every thing pertaining to 
their discipline and internal affairs, these com- 
panies are entirely independent of the officears 
of the T^ular militia, but they aie under their 
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orders when they are cftlled into active service; 

in geii^*al, however, they arc em ployed in de- 
tached expeditions. Their uniform is entirely 
of their own choubing, so that there is no great 
town without several companies of sharp- 
shooters in the coetome of Scottish highlanders, 
who have been made very popular by the novels 
of Sir Walter Scoti. The merchants, on their 
part, form compauieb wliuse uniform consists of 
white pantaloons, blue frock, round hat and red 
morocco belts. TheFrench, or their descendants, 
unite also on their part, give the word in their 
language, and adopt the bearing of some of the 
old guard, or tliat of the French national guard; 
erery where there axe Irish and Qeiman com- 
panies. A very singnlar effect is produced by this 
medley, butit eiieites emulation in a high degree, 
and tlmevolnnteers would be dioice troops any 
where. Besides, the exercises coiiiuiou to all the 
militia, in which they are obliged to take part, 

they meet to manoeuvre or shoot at a mark as 
often as the captain pleases to call them out. 
Once or twice a year some volunteer companies 
of a town go with all the apparatus of war to 
visit the neighbouring towns. The necessary 
funds for the expedition are subscribed by the 
members of the corps, and remitted to the 
quarternnaster, who precedes them and orders 

N 2 
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the lodgiiigg in a perfectly regular maimer. 
All the Tolnnteer oompanies of the town to 
which they repair go out to meet them, aud give 
them a dmner« They perform maaoeuvies in 

coumion, make ac(][uaiataiicej dance, give invi- 
tations, and exchange promises of reciprocal 
irisitB; and thus these occasions beoMSie also one 
oi the means which contribute to attach and 
connect the people of the different States 
among themaelves. 

All these military movements are made wHh. 
out any communication of them to goyemment. 
One of the lai^e caps of a company, is seen 
froma window some morning; the wearer is struck 
with the fineness of the weather, and recollects 
that he has nothing to do that day* Without 
more ado, he runs to the captain and proposes 
a miUtary promenade , the idea pleases the latter, 
the drums are sent for, tliey are beat throng 
the town, and the corps assemble. Although this 
command emanates officially from the captain, 

he could not take upon himself so important a 
measure without the consent of all the company ; 
as soon, therefore, as it is assembled, the matter 
is discussed : the majority of votes decides what 
shall be done: the mmority submits, or pays 
the fine; and when once the resolution is adopted, 
the captain sees it carried into execution with an 
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air of Mthority not unlike a little despot In 

the midst of the most profound peaee, in a state 
of political tranqnillity which admits not the 
suspicion of a commotion^ a stranger is per- 
fectly astonished to hear the drum beating on all 
sides; he goes out; he meets nothing but anned 
men, running to join their flags; companies 
already formed moved about on all sides > he 
thinks he is dreaming ; he saw no soldiers the 
day belbre, and can only account for their 
presence by supposing the town has been taken 
by assault during the night. He is soon^ however^ 
reassured, by the air of indifference and security 
with which the quiet townsman regards, inno- 
cently passmg, all this military pomp. Nobody 
even can answer his inquiries, as to the cause or 
object of this general movement; and, indeed, 
in the northern towns, there is scarcely anybody 
but the little negroes or mulattoes who attnid 
the parades or care about them. Nobody else 
is idle ; for the white little rogues are at school, 
and euvy in this, as in many other things, the 
independence of their brethren of the sooty 
complexion. 

The great towns, such as Philadelphia and 
New YoriL, each reckon perhaps ten or twelve 
thousand of these volunteers. They are constant- 
ly ready to march, are perfectly well equipped 
and exercised, and render great service in time of 
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war. The prinetpal objeetioii to tbera is that thejr 

are with difficulty brought to give up the imme- 
diale defence of their hoiiMa; for bemg almoBt 
all young men of family and property, they haTO 
too close an interest in their aattre town to be 
fMud of femoving from it. Taking into considera- 
tion the peculiar position of the United States, 
thistsnotyhowcfer^of any Tery greatimportance^ 
There is, indeed, but a single Iruutier to defend, 
that of the Atlantic* All the points of debaik- 
ation are covered hj forts defended by the re- 
gular army : immediately in the second line^ are 
tile great towns de£euded by tolnnteer compomse 
and their regular militia ; then the heart of the 
country has its militia, or levy m mosie. 

There wooH be no occasion, therefore, to put 
the militia of the great towns in motion until 
after all these should have ftllen into the power 
of the enemy, and then there would be no 
difficulty. 

There is, besides, another defence, to whicli I 
have not yet adverted, it is, however, that on 
which we most rdy — I mean the navy. To our 
navy were owing the greatest triumphs of the last 
war ; fiir,although young, it has beaten the Eng- 
lish in every sea^ and its successes have asto* 
nished l^^urope. It is not, however, very nu- 
merous; we have at present, I believe, ecaroely 
a dozen ships of the line, but they are very fine 
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oues. Naval arcbitacture* whether for mer- 
eliaaHmii or mm-of^rwv ^ made immrmii 

progress in Araerica, By a very simple luvea- 
tioOf £ngatos have be^ remierod aimost as 
fliiong as flliipa of the hn/t, aad ahipa of two 
decks equal to those oi three* It consists sim- 
ply m anppmsii^ tlie gngway and eonturamg 
the quarterdeck and forecastle from end to end. 
The deck ia oonatractad atroog enough to •iii>- 
fioftpiaeea^if aeaKber equal tothooe for battery. 

This coostruction has been just adopted tor 
an unmeMe ahip biiildmgat Philadelfihia, and 
ready to be launched: it has a liuudred and 
aight coveied ports and thirty-six upon cteek. 
It k the laigest skip ever Iwdlt MoKorer, 
govenuneat spares no expense in naval struc- 
tnm; aieoofdlagly» they are Tery splendidly built^ 
and the almost indestructible quality of the wood 
now empfeyed exoliMmly in the navy, affinds a 
presumption that it will ere long raise itadf to 
^ high state of splendor, and to a numertcally 
ifloposing fonoe. 

Although the ships oi the United States are 
but few at present, their nnmber may be in- 
creased with the greatest rapidity. There are 
dght or ten naval arsenals ready, whenever re- 
quired, to bnild a great nnmber of ships* In 
each of these is a great many creeks, many of 
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them covered^ and immense warehouses of 
timlMr and figging. Pardier, in the eity of 

New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, there 

i»e tmildiog-yud. for .hips of w«, bek>ug»g 
to pmrmte indiTidiiab. They have already, sinoe 

the last war, built several ships for account oi^ 
the gOfemniant» in addition to whioh there are 

those which foriucd the fleets to Columbia, Peru, 

Spain and Mejuco, Brasul, and Buenoa Ajrm. 
They lately built two aUpa for the Oteeka; one 

was sent to its destinatioiii aud the other^ bought 
by the Ameriean goTemment^ now fimia part 

of its navy. Some time ago the Russian go- 
vernment bought a suptf b cutter at Phila^ 
delphia, and I have no doubt that the private 
dock-yards of the towns of the Union could 
famish annually twenty frigates of the fiiet 
dass, completely equipped, without reckoning 
what the govemm«it yards ooald do. The 
government is so sate of its leaoareea in this 
respecti that it does not desire to increase the 
number of its ships during the season of peace 
we are now enjoying. 

The maintenance of ships in ordinary is very 
great t whatever care may be bestowed, an oM 
ship is never worth a new. Among the ships 
of the American navy there are none of no 
value. England is far from bemg able to say 
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aa much. It is the sole power with whom we 
may hare a maritime wan In a moDth'a time 
ail our navy would be armed and ready to 
diapnte the approach to our ooaats; aad before, 
a» it weie^ a fleet of a dosen ships of the line 
could come and attack m, our ameaaki would 
have ponvad forth a doaen ahipa quite new^ 
and prepared to meet them. Besides, great 
impfovementa are every day making in naval 
aiohiteetiife) and the last ship built is almost 
always the best ; there is thereibre a great 
advantage in having all the materiala leady^ 

instead of putting them ia hand at the moment 
when they are wanted* 

Tbe oidy difficulty the United States would 
experience in the equipment of a fleet, would 
be in finding saikm; for the £n^h syatem of 
impressment does not prevail. The crews are 
enrolled voluntaiily, and at a rate of pay always 
above that of merchant-men^ and hitherto there 
has been no dilhculty* . It is, however, to be 
feared that at the moment of a war, when a 
great demand would take place, as well for tbe 
navy as tor mnumerable privateers, which would 
offer, besides the lure high pay, the hope of 
rich captures ; it is to be feared, I say, that 
some difficulty would be found in completing 
the crews. In spite of that, there is one consi- 

N 3 
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deraUoD^ which restores my eonfideace; it is, 
tlitt AO wttf can be midertekeii that k not 

baactioned by the will of the majority ; an xm^ 
popular war cannot take place with the United 
States, and if the people wish a war they will 
find the means to carry it on. 

It mast be acknowledged that the war aer- 
Tice does nut offer great atkactlons to people of 
8o turbulent a character as American aaihm. 
In truths the discipline on board ships of war 
is very severe ; more so, perhaps, than m any 
other senricCy and I briieve that is necessary 
to make them forget republican equality, which 
could not be allowed at sea withont the greatest 
danger. 

The officers of the navy are very numerous, 
partionlarly in the inferior grades ; tliese grades 
are the same as in England. The otiicers are 
not all actually employed, either on board the 
ships, or in the arsenals, dock-yards, &c. There 
are some of them waiting orders, who have been 
directed by the ministers to repair to sueb a 
station, and to hold themselves at the disposal 
of government ; they receive their full pay, but 
no provisions. Others are absent on leave fiir 
a limited period. Lastly, others are quite out 
of the service, receive no pay, and remain in 
that state until they apply to government to 



Digitized by Googl 



UNJTCD STATES. 



pal them agam iato active employ oieiit* When 
tiiey are dma letiredy they may dispone of tbem- 
selves aud of their time as they please. Many 
of them, for smtaaoe, commaikl merchantmen 

in the China trade ; or devote themselves to 
any other species of industry. As soon, how* 
wer, as an officer beeomes part of the navy 
in any way whatever, he cannot be elected or 
appoiiited to any office. 

In time of war, American commerce, wfaieh 
is in a great measure paralysed^ furnishes an 
tmnoDse number of privateers. The •ehooners 
of Baltimore, during the last war, were dread- 
fully injiiriovyi to English commerce, and even 
spread themselves between England and Ireland^ 
This system would operate much more destruc- 
tively mWf if hestilitifis were to recommence; 
for the merchant service is at least doubled in 
extent since ten years ago, and the recollection 
of the immense fortunes made in this manner 
last tune, would be an encouragement to em^ 
biace this system of war, immediately after its 
declaration. 

The merchant service of the United States is 
immense; it extends over every sea. To those 
who have seen the packets winch go from New 
York to Havre, Lcmdon and Liverpool, it would 
be needless to say that they are the finest vessels 
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afloati whether as it respects internal coostruo- 
tioii^ or Muliiig mod aeoommodatioM* These 

packets, iu short, are excellent travelling inns 
between Europe md America; ooe nay ii^ in 
tbem as well as on shore, for the same pvioe, and 
have the passage for nothing. The safety of thk 
mode of conveyance leaTes nothing to be de- 
sired, for upon 2,160 voyages that these packets 
haye made during ten years, only three have 
been lost. Their rapidity is inconceivable; I 
recollect having seen some years ago, at ^ew 
York^ on the 4th of January, the fmeident'b 
message deUvered at Washington, on the Istof 
December, printed in the Liverpool newspaper 
of the 16th of the same month. This, how- 
ever, is out of the common coui'se ; the average 
time is twenty days from America, and twmity- 
five to gu there. 

The United States have hitherto had but two 
wars with European powers, for I do not reckon 
the declaration of war in 1798, which was 
not followed up. These two wars were with 
England, and iu both the advantage remained 
wholly with the Americans* I am aware that 
the English boast of having taken Washington, 
in the last war, and burnt the capitol; but this 
fine exploit, which at the time made so much 
noise in Europe, has only to be known in its 
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dotailft to be mppmmted at its proper yalue. 

The city of Wabluugtou, although the official 
oi{MtRl of tho United States, was at that time 
only a saiall town of seven or eight thousand 
tnhabitanta* The EagUsh troops who were 
afloat m ike Chesapeake, fcTored by the tide, 
ascended in the mglit one of the rivers which 
bear their tribute to this immense bay, and 
landed, in the morning, some mUes irom 
Washingtoou 

They mavched immediately upon the town, 
wiiere they iuuud no resistance, for the tw o or 
three hundred marines who were there had 
evacuated it at their approach, and were gone 
to Bladensburg, six miles on the Baltimore 
road* After having burnt the capitol, or rather 
the few muv eables found there, for the freestone 
walls are not so easily demoUshed, the English 
army marched to Bladensburf, where it de- 
feated the marines and some militia who were 
with them. Strengthoied by this advantage, 
it continued its route upon lialUkiiore, wheie it 
was completely beaten by the militia of the 
town, and had its general kiUed, This expe- 
dition, which cost large sums to England, and * 
was intended to make a powerful diversion in 
the central States, entirely failed of its object, 
and was completely destroyed in less than a 
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week after its lauding. The burning of W ash- 
ingUNi Wft8 trm of mmm to the Amerieu 
cLiiise; for this act uf vandalism; joined to the 
Uonocft and eruelUes oommitted by tbe Rngliah 
army on its maidiy efitetnilly aikaeed the 
party opposed to the war, and by uniting all 
the utmi in a eentiaMnt of migeanee^ in- 
creased a liuiidrcdl'uld the strength of govern- 
ment. The expedition of the English against 
New Oileane was still more nnfortnnato ^ hut tt 
must be admitted that they had some success 
in Canada^ sueoessy however, which eoaM 

lead to nothing, and which was entirely owing 
to the <^positi(»i of the federalists to all the 
measuies of government, and to the refusal of 
some of the iSew England States to put their 
miUtia in motion upon the demand of the pre* 
sident. But to what purpose is it to examine 
into these two campaigns in ^lis manner? 
Does the conquered ever allow htmedf to be 
so ? And in the midst of contradictory reports, 
the best means of judging of the success of a 

war, is tlie result. In her vveak state, when 
reckoning not more than hve millioiMt of popu- 
lation, without government, finanees, army or 
navy, America obliged England to acknowledge 
her independence ; and George the Third was 
obliged to receive at his court, as the first am- 
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bassador of a future rival power, that same Mr. 
AdsmA, who had been denoimced as m timiknr 
and ft T»bd. It k but Mr to admit, however^ 
that the assu^tance of France contributed greatly 
to the aimeHi of this first struggle. Ameriea 

would have succeeded alone, but it would have 
bean at the expense of much greater sacrifices, 
and much more time. In the second war who 
had the advantage? Was it not again the 
United States 1 Which of the two parties 
made concessions at the time of the treaty of 
Ghent? certainly not America ^ Engiand ac- 
knowledged her limits, and expressly renomiced 
the rights of searching her vessels and luipres- ^ 
sing her seamen. Now, this was the ground of 
the war. 

I do not think the United States will be for 
a long time engaged in an European war : they 
are now too strong to fear any power, and any 
nation having a maritime trade would see it 

infallibly destroyed by seeking to enter into 
strife. I think then that on this side, long 
years of peace are before us. But the republic 
is constantly engaged in petty wars with the 
Indians, whom it is continually pushing further 
from its frontiers. An attack on their part 
brings on a war, a treaty, a cession ot territi^ry ; 
the conquered territory is speedily sdd and 
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populated; the white man and the red mau 
again come in contact; disputes, a new war, and 
a new cession of territory follow; and so it wiiU 
go ODi until the tide of civilization reaches the 
shores of the Pacific ocean, and the Indian 
race is extinguished. NoUiiDg can save it. 

For myself, who am not a philanthropist, I 
frankly avow that I think this result is very 
desirable. It is a question, like many others, 
which is not the least understood in Europe, 
and upon which people deliberately talk non- 
sense, treating it with that morbid sentimen* 
tality which was so much the fashiou among 
the philosophers of the end of the last century. 
When two races of entirely different men are 
found together upon the same soil, they must 
necessarily either become amalgamated, or one 
of them become subject to the other, or be de- 
stroyed. Let us begin by examining {he first 
of these alternatives: that which has taken 
place in all conquests. The Jews are the only 
people who have continued to live in an insulated 
state. The barbarians who invaded Europe 
soon mixed with the conquered; the Tartars 
did so with the Chinese, and that was at all 
times the system ot Roman policy; but then, 
lastly, there was in all these cases a panty 
of race ; they were white or yellow men, gifted 
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with an equal degree of intdUg^ce; and if 
acme little difTerence existed uuioug themi it 
waa solely the fruit of accidental causes^ and 

produced by climate and manner of livin£r; 
there eiusted no radical difference in the race, 
in the species. 

Different parts of the world were originally 
inhabited by distinct races of men; each of 
these races possessed a lower or higher degree 
' of per&ctibihty, and civilization with them pro- 
ceeded until the intelligence of a race reached 
its utmost development: thus, we see the 
negro race (to judge of it by the geological 

state of the continent it inhabits, probably the 
oldest upon the globci) has never been able to 
pass the savage state ; they live upon the coasts 
of Guinea, in Nubia, and in Abyssmia, in the 
same manner as they did in the most distant 
times of winch history has preserved the re- 
membrance ; and then, as now, they sold one 
anoth^ as slayes. The actual state of civi- 
lization among the Hindoos is exactly the same 
as in the time of Alexander; and it appears that 
long before that time they had arrived at that 
stateofequiUbrium between their wants and their 
faculties. It is the same with China ; and the 
Arab race, which, although white, is very diffe- 
rent from ours, presents the same spectacle : at 
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the time of Abraham and Ahasuerus, it had 
arriyed at the sauie ievel. The European race 
done have not yet reached the Iknit of ita pep* 
fectibiiity; nor can we foresee how far that 
extends. To it only the treaaore of eiYilnetioa 
has been contidcd ; and to it must its extension 
be owiugy until it covers all the surface of the 
liabrtable globe. Onr laccy however^ i8 net 
pure; it is the happy result of many cross 
bleeds, but having Uttle variety among tbem. 
Now, it becomes a question, whether in crossing 
our race with another less perfectibk, the cause 
of oiviMiation would thereby gain or lose. It 
is useless reasoning to establish opinions la 
support of which we cannot bring proo6 Inmi 
past experience. My opinion, however, founded 
upon the knowledge I have of many mixed 
faces of raenin AmerieayistfaatweliavenolliiBg 
to gain by this mixture ; moreover^ the experi- 
ment is makmg, and making on a huger scale 
than any experiment hitherto tried since the 
existence of the woiid. 

At 8t Domingo whites and blacks will have 
completely disappeared in two or three genera- 
tions, and at the end of some others the pop«» 
lationwill be entirely composed of mulattos of 
a uniform complexion. The same &te attends 
all the Antilles, widi this diffimnee, however. 
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according to the proportion w lucii existed in the 
elenentary tokm. In Meneo the red nm 
predominates, there are many whites and few 
negroefi. The Mexican colour will be thmfove^ 
after eoaae genmiiioiiay a proportioBal madhnn 
between these colouis. Ail South America m in 
tfieaame noirittion^ aaeh Stateylunmer^ Imvins 

th(^se eleaieiits in Tcry difFereiit proportions. 
There will be^ for instance, a much greatei: dif- 
imnce betwieen a Mexican and an iniiabttani 
of Guatimaia, (where the negroes and the red 
fieofle aie in eqnal nimber and infinitriy anp^ 
rior to that uf the whites,) than between an 
Kngli&hman and a Spaniard id the present day. 
That will always tend to aeparate flaove the 
difieient States of South America, although ail 
lyung firopn a contaKMi aonrcef and nooted by 
ties of language and rehgion. 

But whilst the experiment oi crossing the 
races is making upon so immeoae a sealery I 
wish that the contrary experiment, that of pre- . 
aerfing onr white face in all its pontf , and 

placing it in the most favourable circumstances 
tot de¥^ping all its int^ectual and physical 
fiumkiea may not be abandoned. 

Whilst the inhabitants of the Antilles shall 
giedoally become savage, and abandon the nae 



Digitized by Google 



SM 



SKETCH OP THB 



of itays and small dollies; wfaikt South Ame- 
rica shall ikli back in its civilizatioa^ as it has 
already done since it has shaken off the yoke of 
Spain; whilst ancient Europe, a prey to its 
internal dispntes against its kings, nobles, and 
<^1Ey9 consumes itsdf in Tain efibrts to get 
clear of the obstacles which those superannuated 
institutions impose on its civilization; whilst it 
is itself menaced every day with an invasion of 
Basquirs and Cabnucks, I love to anticipate, in 
tfte future, the white man as firee, perfectly 
unshackled in bis industry, his thoughts and 
his genius springing fofward upon a yiigin land, 
fashioning it to the requirements of his new 
civilizaiion, continually thriving and causing to 
flourish there peace, abundance, luxury, and the 
arts. But to obtain this great result, it is neces- 
sary that the race remain pure; the forest must 
disappear to make room for the regular streets 
of great cities, and the red man who can only 
live in the woods must disappear witili diem« 

The second alternative is not possible, or at 
least cannot be accomplished for some years. 

It is what the Spaniards did in all their colonies: 
they had subdued the red race and reduced it 
to complete slavery, but that slavery was not of 
long duration; the amalgamation soon took 
place, as it alvrays will when the eommeroe 
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between the sexes of two different races is pro- 
ductive. Besides^ it would be altogether useless 
for the United States to entertain, for an instant, 

the nutiou of subduing the Indians. Those of 
the Islands^ of Mexico and Pern, were cowardly 
and soft, and could be moulded to slavery, but 
the North American Indian is a warrior and 
wild to the last degree. Yon may kill him or 
put him to the torture, but make him work or 
draw a cry from him, never. Those eren among 
them who are half-civilized and cultivate the 
ground, do not do it by their own hands, bat 
by those of their negroes. This hatred of labour 
is observable even in the mongrel issue oi the 
Indian and the white; I do not know one who 
exercises a manual profession, and those among 
them who have received a good education select 
the road to idleness and become preachers 
rather than work in a counting-house or at the 

. 4 

bar. 

There remains, therefore, but the third alter- 
native, tliat of exterminating the race. But let 
Q8 begin by understanding each other: do not 
suppose that I wish to justify the massacres 
committed by the Spaniards at St. Domiiigo 
and Cuba ; do not think that I would preach a 
crusade against the red man, and make the 
forest resound with the cries of my fietims: no, 
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noy I wpmk of tofitiiiMiting the mee not ibe 

iiiciividuals, aud the experience of the United 
SUte hts ptofedy Ifaai the beet meens of at- 
taining that object is to treat the Indians well, 
and to give them a taste ot civilizatiosu Indi* 
Ti<l«l. tin. liM in PMC and prosperity, nd 
the race goes out. The plan which the United 
Stetee hiire iDtiowed hithedOiy whea thqr Imne 

conquered a savaije people, has been to enclose it 
witiim an extent of fertile land ten times more 
tfma e«fflcieiit for the wants of an agrieuHml 
population. In this park, called a reserve, and 
into whk^ the CBtntnee of any white man is 
interdicted, they are furnished with cattle, im- 
plcoMaits of husbandry, and a Sosge; and mis- 
skmariee have perraieMa to establiBh statkms 
there, consisting of hue and very productive 
fiurms* Nothing hinders these Indiana firom 
being happy and enriching themselves, and 
indeed they do in general live very happily; 
they let their cattle wander in the woods, and 
derive food from their tiesh* Sometunes the 
women cultivate little comers of land, make 
deer-skin shoes ornamented with glass beatl.s, 
and little baskets which they sell to their white 
neighbours ; the men hunt, and sell their fiir- 
skins : but in spite of all this, at the end of two 
or three generations, these tribes entirely dts- 
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^pear. Tims far I have ^lokeiiof the northam 
lribe% in tlia aondi the case has been difierent. 

The ludians thus enclosed^ consisted of conside- 
rable tribes, and already sufficiiKitly moulded to 
the usages of the whites to have frequently made 
the Spanieh goremors of Pensacola, St* AiigiuK 
tine, and Mobile tremUe. They carried on with 
some English merchants, established in those 
towna^a eonsideraUe traffic in fnr^«kins^and pos- 
sessed a great many attle, and^ above all^ fugi- 
tive negroes frmn the United States, whom they 
had appropriated. Many whites, escaped culprits, 
or fugitives from justice, went and settled among 
them, allured by the safety which Indian haaipl* 
tality offered them ; by the privilege of marrying 
as many wiTes as they pleased; and turn than 
all by the ambition of playing a principal part 
inthepohtics of these tribes; their mamages 
produced a great nnmber of mongreb^ some of 
whom were very well educated* These people 
and the chiefii who pomeased many sbms, as 
well as the missionaries who instructed them, 
made fortunes^ whilst the mass of the tribe 
diminished in number, like the Indians of the 
north, placed in the same circumstances. Every 
thing would have continued to go on quietly in 
this manner: the Indian race would have been 
extinguished in these reserve; the chiefs and 



Digitized by Google 



m 



iUBTCH Of ms 



the mongrels become rich proprietors of the 
soil and eitiuoB, biande d with the whites, would 
be wm mm drops in the ocau, altogether amn- 
fluentiai upon the race. 
Besides, in pvoporlion as the inteiooum 

takes place between the white men and the 
womea of colour, and. the white women retain 
all their parity, the white raoe does not suffer; 
while, on the contrary^ any mongrel or mulatto 
bora is so much gamed upon the enemy. 

Unfortunately the great southern tribes, such 
as the Creeks and the Cherokees, are found 
ehiefly on the territory of the State of Geor^^. 
This State formerly extended from the ocean to 
the Mississippi ; but it has ceded to die United 
States all the country to the west of a certain 
UQe,£Krai which have since beenformed the States 
of Tennessee, Alabama, and Miseisdppi. This 
cession was made to the United States against 
their gaamntee of the right of property wbieh 
the State of Georgia possessed and reserved to 
itself over all the vacant lands within its li^iits. 
On the other hand, however, when the Indians 
were enclosed in their reserves, the United States 
engsged towards th^, by a solemn treaty, to 
defend them aganist any aggression, and to 
ensure them the enjoyment of these reserves 
unless they voluntarily renounced them. The 
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Stftte ot Georgia, which w certainly the moet 
Ql gKyveniBd of the Unkm, hee nAcpUsA « ^ry 

singular mode of disposing ol the public lands: 
instead of seUing them and making them an 
item of its revenue, it etWy year puts them up 
in a kttery £or all citizene who have attained 
their majority; so that there ie among the 
people of this State, who are naturally vei^ tur- 
bokttt, a devoating hnnger after the pabhe 

lands. All the other lauds which belonged ori- 
ginally to the State having been disposed of in 
ihn manner, fliere now only remains the re* 
serves of the Indians, which contain some 
miUions of acres* The State of GecMrgia, relying 

upon its contract of cession with the United 
States, claims the property <^ these res^¥eS|and 
the right of disposing of them. The Indians, on 
their side, relying upon their treaty with the 
United States, do not consent to be dispossessed. 

Up to this point the matter would not have been 
difficult to arrange; for though these Indian 
tribes, settled in Georgia, form a population 
of hfteen thousand souls, there is not, perhaps, 
moie than a hundred fiunilies among them, 

(almost all of mixed blood,) who are settled upon 
the soil, and cultivate it with theii' ^Negroes. They 
might have been easily indemnified by granting 

o 
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to each family in poMession aa much iaad as it 
might done* The rest of the nataoa cam fery 

little whether it be in Georgia or on the other 
sideoftheMiteHiri; it has no interest in the floiL 
Bat whttteomeetoconplieate the qaeelidii, simI 

lender it a very serious one, is that these mon- 
grels, having at their bead a certain John Ross, 

a man of much merit, very well educated, and 
ambitioii% oonceived the idea (rf* erecting themr 
selres into an independent nation, giving them* 
lielves the phantom of a representative govern- 
ment, and establishing laws and tribonals: i 
say a phantom of a representative government, 

becaoM this govecmaeat e^te ooly in oaiac* 
and is only the means by which Boss and his 

associates avail themselves to throw dust la the 
eyes of the philanthropists and simpletoos of 
the north. The fact is, that under the shadow 
oi this phantom, he and his colleagues gOFcm 
the Indians in a peffedly despotic mumer* 

Now, it is impossible for the United 
Stales or the State of Qeoxgia to sajEar aa 
independent government to be establislied in 
the very midst oi the Union. The Indian colo- 
nies are not considered as foreign powers; fh^ 
right over any land ot which they make no use 
is not admowledged; they are considered an 
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only occupying, tempomnly, tlie cU^tnets they 
uibiUty umfar the pioteelkm and goftidianaliip 
idt the United States. This question is rendered 
«tiU ttore aeiioiift by the purt wliioh tim Mi«- 
' ttonarm play there. Thete tm the people 
who, in ordtir to preserve the farms tiiey 
haTe vakied, blow diaeord among the whites^ 
and stii up the religious societies, of which I 
have apokan to you, to take the part of the 
ladiana. 

To solve this difficulty, and prevent the like 
ia ivtm,, Mr. Mmum, during his presidency, 
proposed a vast system which, although it has 
not yet been wholly adopted, has, however, 
served: aa Ae general baaia of tiie pttieeedino;s 
of the^ United States towards the Indians since 
that time. It is as follows: 

Between the Missouri and the Rocky Moun- 
taias, cwhieh aepaiate the great valley of the 
Mississippi fam the Parific Oeean, there ia an 
immense country in which the whites have 
scarcely began to show themselves. The east- 
ern side of the Rocky Mountains is very w ell 
vended, and eqaals tn-tetility the western side 
ot. ihe AUeghanies; bnt from the feot of the 
Bocky Mountains to the Missouri the country 
pments netiung bnt an immense plain, slightly 
undulated, like the sea after a tempest, and wholly 

o2 
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d<(rtit»te of woodU The ground is» however, very 
ftrtUe ; a graM of perfect beauty grows eyerjr- 
whose about m abundaace ; the baaks of the 
nwm»f greet and mill, whieh water the plain in 

every direction, are the only points which pre- 
eeot a nanow border of wood; butforafoUerde- 
actiption I must eend yon to Cooper, who has 
given oae in lus novel of the Pmine. This coun- 
try is occupied by innumerable horses and wild 
buriuiosi, vv liich serve both for riding and food to 
very numerous tribes of Indians who have not 
yet been subdued* Mr. Munroe proposed to invite 
idl the Indians inhabituig the east of the Mis- 
souri to pass over to the other side of that great 
river, where the United States would ensure to 
each a reserve" in perpetuity; and would es- 
tablish among them one or more governments 
similar to tho^ of the territories; until such 
time as these nations became sufficiency ad- 
vanced in civilization to form States, and take 
their place in the contiaderation. By this 
plan, the immense prairie would be interdicted 
ground to the whites, and the new States, 
which must soon be formed on the two sides 
of the Rocky Mountains^ would find themselves 
separated irom their brethren of the east by a 
red population. This result must, however, take 
place in part ; for as the countries destitute of 
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tvees offer mtieh fewer facilities to new setlements 
iluui the forests, it is probable that the woods 
on the eastern side of the Rocky Moontaaiui 
will be peopled before the prairie which sepa- 
ratee it from the Missoari. 

The United States have already succeeded in 
transporting many Indians to this prairie; and 
now, in all the treaties they make with them, 
it is always there that they direct the steps of 
the emigrants* The mongrels of Georgia hay- 
ing refused to treat in any way with the govem- 
mcQt of the United States for a cession of their 
lands, the goiiemment has commenced indi^ 
vidual negotiations witii tlie ludians; and, in 
spite of the penalty of death pronounced hy the 
laws of Ross against those who consent to emi- 
grate, some thousands have availed themselves 
of this resource, and the rest will probaUy fal- 
low their example : when, therefore, there shall 
remain nobody in the reserves'' but a few of 

the headstrong cliicfs, and the nation ui mass 
shall have emigratedi the State of Ge(»:gia will 
quietly take possesion of the contested terri^ 
tory. 

But this plan of Mr. Munro, however spe* 

cious it may appear upun paper, is surrounded 
with the greatest dangers. The tribes who in- * 
hail^t the prairie are very different from those 
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of the sea-coasts. They are much more nume- 
Foufly Quieli liiiNre ioiumi to war, and-do not yet 
hn0w the pcMrar of the whito*miii» Th^ singte 
natUm of the Siouts reckons ten or twrive 
thcniiand warrion on iMmebatk, aanoied mA 

lances and arrows, true Tartars of the western 
pUioa. Sow I take it ior granted^ tbat if « 
fcfce like iUa, led by an enterpniitig tnn^ 
^uch as iioss, were to rush in upon civiliza/* 
iioii, it would do incaknlaUe mie ei ri ef to ibiB 

United States before there would be time to 
ooUect forcea together to extexmioate theua* I 
think thaty well condnetod, they might mim 
eyeu at Washington^ as the Gauls arrived at 
Biome. Atpteaenty theaenatkna* do not know 

their own power, are dibuiuted, and cut 0916 
anotker*a thioata in oontinnal wanu Hiey 
atteek ike extreme fhmtiefe of the United 
Gkates separately, and with no other object 
than tiie pillage of some new setdement Thty 

will be easily conquered in detail ; and if the 
plan followed hitherto was eontinued| eaeh in* 
doeed in lua ^reeerte/* and anmnmded wfCk 
white men^ in the course of a few generations 
tkey would be extinct or absorbed, Bnttfeivi- 
lization continues to drive them betoie it, the 
population will soon get condensed; instead 
of remaining ignorant of their etiength^ they 
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will be informed of it. by the alr^dy half-civl- 

Used Indinnfi that have been traoaported among 

them. Let them but organize a goyemment ; get 
amoug them peopk of ability, and gifted with m 
flvieh enterprise aa Rm; and you will soon aee 
oew swarms of Unm, guided by another Ajttil4» 
Opme thiiiidacing.0Tar western civiliaatioa. ' In 
die last war, did not the famous chief, Tecumtze, 
aflsif^d by his brother Francis the prophet, 
ipeceedy under English prateetioii, in pveaohing 
a Ci ui^de, and forming an alliance against the 
ifjbiteSy among att tbe tribes, whp, jfom the 
lajc^es of Canada, where it rested upon the Bri- 
1ii§h posi^essions, went even to Florida, and 
there ceeeired asaistanqe from the Spaniards? 
It was tbi^ league which obliged General 
^aetm^ to se.ize upon the Florida^, and it is ii| 
consequence of his victory in 1818 that the dif- 
ferent Uibea are £ound each penned up in an 
iiNmlated state, and caxefiiUy separated from the 
prairies of the west* But if thirst for their 
tends, and the UtUe annoyance which these in^ 

convenient tenants occasion to their neighbours, 
should now decide the government on making 
them emigrate in mass, the red league, but a 
hundred times stronger and more powerful 
would be soon re-established ; and government 
^ould 3ee itself engaged in a secular war which 
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would obliae it to keep on foot a very consider- 
able regular army^ to AU&taia luuneose expenaeft 
for ita maintenance in a deaeri coimtryy wfaidi 
would retard the progress of ciyilization towards 
the weet, ooror ita frontiera with pUkge, cob^ 
flajrration, and massacre; and only terminate 
m the exterminatioai by fire aad aword^ of ooe 
of the two races. 

And who can tell to what extent this Indian 
league would find support from the Mexican 

government ? Already the two civilizations, 

Mexican and American, begin to meet. A cft" 
ravan trade is established between Bt« Louis 

and Santa in New Mexico. On the sea 
coast, Mr. Austin, a conqueror of a new sort, 
is busy drawing the Texas liom the Mexican 
Union to throw it into the American federatiM* 
His mode of conquest is quite original : it con- 
sistSy under the authority of the Mexican go* 
▼emment, of importing into a territory depen- 
dent theicou, a population entirely American. 
As soon as it becomes sufficiently numerow to 
form a State, it may, if it please, declare 
Itself independent of one iederation and reattach 
itself to the other. 

But you will ask me, perhaps, what can 
Mexico do in its present state of complete dis* 
organisBition, and torn by internal discords. 
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against a nation so well organized and compact 
as the United States I Agreed, not just now; 
but the state of anarchy which now afflicts 
Mexico may not last always* Among the num- 
ber of generals who now contend for power, and 
make and unmake elections at the point of the 
bayonet, some man of genius mil arise, who 
will pull down all his rivals, put an end to dis- 
cord, destroy the republic^ and establish a mi- 
litary government ; it is towaixls this point that 
all Spanish America gravitates. As soon as he 
shall have established internal peace, it will be 
necessary, in order that he may not be over- 
turned himseli^ to employ the army in distant ex- 
peditions. It is not the Indians that be will 
attack : there is nothing to be gained by mak- 
ing war upon them, and besides they are his 
natural allies; more than three fourths of the 
Mexican army is red, and who knows if he will 
not be so himself ? It will be the Texas that he 
will wish to reconquer, but by force; and if he 
were seconded by the Indian league^ he might 
put the United States into a very dangerous 
position, or at least draw them into a very long 
and disastrous war. 

But let us hope that the happy genius which 
has hitherto watched oyer the cradle of our 
republic will continue to protect it; that it 

o3 
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will succeed by wise measures in preventing the 
ksgiie of tbie savages agaUuit eivikftatira ; m 
Mcaping the voMmmam which wovU be the 
eoQsequence of it ; in extending the peaceable 
cenquftta of eiviUaaticiiy ewm lo the Pacifiie 
ocean ; and in maintaining peace with its 
Mexican neighbours^ whose gilded misery is 
&r from being matter of envy* Bat to attaia 
these n suits it is absolutely necessaiy, by little 
and httlsi to exlermisiate the red laoe, at the 
same time preventing the sacrifice of indi- 
vidiials; on the eoatrary^ preparing as ouich 
happiness for them as the state of civiliaaiioii 
of winch tliey are suscepubie will permit them 
to taste. 

How now ! I hear the simpletons and anti- 
quaries exclaumng; will you destroy a race; 
not leave a simiple of them except those whioh 
shall remain in the museums of the naturalists? 
I hear them crying out against the craetty of my 
views, and requesting as a favowy that at ieaat 
a poor little red coloiiy may be preserved^ that 
it may beseeiiy some thonsand years henee^ how 
the ancient savages were made. Fiiat of ail, I 
think, with Buffon^ that nature does not know 
■peeies, but rather individuals ; it k with the 
happiness of the letter that we should conctftn 
oursdves : in doing so, we are enre of seenri^g 
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metaphysical being. 

What thoa ? auppofiing we could by a kgi»* 
fadm moasnre pverant the bifth of hunehbaolu 
aud cnpples, would you not wish to do it? Am 
to eurioeitiasy I hava Uttle taste for such aa 
have no other merit, and I confess I do not 
partake in the taste of the Emperor Francis lor 
the Boshmen* You must fecoUect that about 
1820, when the frigate which had conveyed the 
Emperor of Austria'sdaaghter to Brasil returned^ 
it brought orar a family of Brazilian savages, 
as a present from the Emperor Don Pedro ta 
tba Empacor Franeis. The lajkter recaiTad these 
foreigners with much kindness, and conceived 
for them the tenderest fnendship. He had a 
pretty little but built ibr them, in the midst of 
amiaU wood in the palace garden, where they 
wars perfectly free, (Austrian fiishionl) enclosed 
within iruu rails. The good Emperor passed 
whcde hours in their company, and marvelled 
greatly at their smallest actions. It was said 
publicly in Vienna, that the Holy Alhance had 
had them brought over to serve as a model of 
the degree of civilization to which Prince Met- 
temich wished tocarry the civilization of Europe: 
I cannot vouch for the truth of this, not being 
in his couhdence, but it is certain that a iieunily 



Digitized by Google 



m • iS&STCH OF TH£ 



of Hungarian adventurers took a fancy to play 
the Biishmea. They reddened their bodias, 
pierced their lips and ears, and run sticks 
through them, like their prototypes* The lather^ 
who retained hu coloar and usual dress^ made 
an exhibition of his sons and daughters in a 
state aS nndity, but painted red, for so much 
money. Spoken to in German, they answered 
in the Bushmantoogue. A Uvecat was given to 
them, which the lady stranded with admirable 
dexterity, and the family devoured it perfectly 
raw* To see themmake this repast, the charge 

was double. 1 do not know how many meals 
they had in a day ; but, after having collected 
a hundred thousand florins Wiener Warung^ 
they decamped, intbrming the good people of 
Vienna of the trick they had played them. A 
play ^v;is made of it iit the A. K. P. Leopold 
^tadt Theater, Now I ask you whether there 
was not as much pleasure in aering these Hnn^ 
garians eat a cat as if they had been genuine 
Bushmen 1 And what is there so curious and so 
attractive in the Northern Indian, that he should 
be made so great an object of interest ? Do not 
judge of them by the descriptions of Cooper, 
who has always tried to make gentlemen of his 
Indians ; who has even given them very delicate 
sentiments towards the fair sex, c^uite out of 
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nature. The wife of an Indian is his beast of 
baiden ; in travelling or in the field she it is who 
carries on her back all the baggage ; and she 
is beaten by every body^ even by her children. 
As to the Indian, he is physically brave, mo- 
rally a coward; he is patient from necessity ; 
moreover,- some of them have a good deid of 
natural sagacity. 

It is said that the presence of the whites is 
injarioQS to the Indians : I deny it ; they are 
more happy now than they were before the 
ookNiization of America. Instead of hunting 
with bows and arrows, they have now guns ; 
instead of going stark naked in the snow, or 
ill-covered with skins of beasts, they are now 
dressed in good stuffs, and provided with guud 
blankets, which serve them for cloaks; instead 
of fasting when their shots fail, they have now 
cattle, which saves them trom famine. Each has 
now his steel, his knife, and his hatchet ; I 
will even say they have all combs ; but I shall 
not dilate upon that subject, because, in their 
case, they are but a useless ornament. 
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LETTER NINTH. 

Of the Finances. — Comparative cheapness^' of 
tkeAmericMandEuropeangavernmeiiUt: ectnumy 
defined ; sources of revenue in the Vnited Siat99, — 
the Post'Ojffice, sale of public lands, fines and 
cmi^boaiian»f dinidendi cm $hair9$ in Bmnki and 
puhUe wmpmmes; UnUed States Semk; prirn^ 
eipies which ou^ht to regulate dijferent fkotim* 
in tkrir omm^tcial poliejff foreign mnd dametHa i 
in^^icy of tks Awttriean system wUh regaird fo 
the tariff; revenue and expenses cf the difffereni 
States; Philadelphia, eztraordxMfy Ugaieg 
ioii bf Mr. Qirard, probable consequences an 
the prosperity of the city ; expenditure of the 
United States, payment of the national debt 
and interest thereen; different projects for the dis^ 
posal of the surplus revenue consequent on the 
speedy extinction of the debt, difficulties attending 
all of them ; want of capital in Americaf uftt- 
versal adoption of the credit system, every body 
speculates; supposed case of a New England 
carpenter; fiuctuations of fortune common in 
America ; extensio7i of the banking system, paper 
currency in circulatUm generally ; protecting in- 
fiuence of the United States SeaUk over 
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f&r oikir purpo$B$s cdmplaimt of ike m^i^ir dei^piff 

of the Americans mt warranted, 

I Bi&vs ohaesved, for some time^ a discuaaion 

L;oiug ou in the French journals, as to whether 
tke gQY^nmaat of the United States is really 
sw cheap as it has been represented. General 
Lafayette^ assisted by Mr. Cooper and Geneml 
Bernard^ have cootendad^ and supported their 

argumeiits by figures, that taxation is incom- 
parably lesain America than in France I am 
also entirely of th«ir opinion. But to support 
it, I must adopt anotiier methoci. Not having the 
neeessary doenments to establiah a rigid com- 

parison between the state of the American 
finances and those of the governments of Europe^ 
I cannot recur to figures to support my opinion ; 
and if General Bernard, like a strict mathe- 
matician, has iiEdthfuUy raised the projection of 
the American financial system, I am going to 
give you thepicture of it. I am perfectly sensible 
that there is a great disadvantage in treating a 
<|^stion of finance without figures; notwith- 
standing, I am going to attempt it, for 1 am 
reduced tp do so by the total privation of docu- 
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meats ; aud although luy uiemory might furnish 
maiiy figaresi it oould not be with the exactness 
which a subject of this kind requires. 

Mr. Hume, a member of the Eiighsh Par- 
liameoty was the first who brought into ftshlon 
the term " cheap government." At firat, mmis- 
teiialists and oppositionists found the expreeeion 
excellent, and piqued themselves on admiring 
it; but it was soon discovered that cheap go- 
vernment" was nothing but a paschwoid for 
repubheaii government, and fjom that time, 
those who desired neither a republic nor repub- 
lican institntmns, became outrageous, not only 
against cheap government, but against economy 
itself. At last^ one writer carried his prejudiees 
against this mode of government so far, that in 
order to deprive the partisans of liberty of what 
they considered their best argument, and force 
them, as it were, into their last retrenchment, 
he undertook, mirabUe dkiu, to demonstrate 
that monarchical erovernment was cheaper than 
the government of the United States. I shall 
not follow him in his reasonings, because that 
has been already done by the persons referred 
to, better than I could do it, and besides it 
would lead me too far. But I may observe, 
that any comparison between the expenses of 
the two countries is materially aflfected by the 
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value of money in the mpeetife ecfoxMm; 
thus, for example, when I give, in Florida, 1 
dollar and 25 cents a day to a oarpentery be* 
wdes his board and lodging, it it vc ry clear that 
1 dollar and 25 cents is only worth in that 
ooiintry what a carpenter's day's w<Nrk ia worth 
in France. It is then clear, that if I pay nearly 
6 francs per day to a labouring man who 
would' cost 2 francs in France^ I must pay 
in the same proportion the salaries of all em- 
ployed in civil and military offices; and that, 
although they may receive a more considerable 
quantity of metal, their expenses being greater 
in the same proportion^ they are not better paid 
than the same persons in Europe, who receive 
nominally less* The difference in the rdative 
value of money in the two countries is a com- 
mem factor, which augments the figure of 
equation without changing its value. This ap- 
plies to all those employed in inferior capa- 
cities in the repubUc, to those who are paid for 
their subsistence, and whose salary is considered 
only as a c(»npensatioa for what they forego 
by not employing their time dsewheie. But in 
Europe, besides this class of persons employed, 
there is another, who are paid, not acoordu^ to 
what they do, but according to what is required 
to keep up the digmty of their rank. This 
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cImi hm ao iwtouH» in the Umled States; 

the 26,000 dollars per year allowed to the pre- 

iideat h the only ipstiuica that caa pofisiUy be 
amiidmd us of Ae tame fori of expense* 

But let us first iaquire what is understood bjf 
aoooomjr? la it the having ten bad serraatiy ill 
paid and serving ill, or rather the having but oi^p 
good Qoe^ doiogmoie w<Nrk. than the ten tqgethei^ 
altiioiigh costing as much aa them all. Economy 
in government conaUts in paying liberally afi, 
OMny good hands as is absolutely necessary for 
the service, and not one more^ it consists in 

not stinting the nsosssary expenses^ but in nf^t 
permitting any useless ones, under any preteact* 
^u^fess luxuxy i^ the government, replace it 
by the sdidity and good qualities of the ma^ 

tenals, and you will have economy, and the 

tax^yers will have the coiMM>lation of knowing 
that nobody fattens upon their spoils. 

Another error into which the author who has 
atfaehed the toancial system of the United 

States has iallen, is in believiag that all the 

i^^venues of the United States, oreven of the 
Stal^ come horn taxes ; whilst, in fact, much 
oi them 1$ 4erived from property belonging to 
the nation, and which, consequently, does n<pt 

weigh at ail upon the tax-payers. In order to 
understand this^ it will be necessary to anaj|y^ 
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the different sources fcoKi wiiieufie the goTM- 
aento dmw theic imnm. 

The post-office is tlie tii-st branch we shall 
examine. Tlus vasmmm dcpartaeiii, wliioh 
extends like a net from one and of the Uiuled 
States to the other, and propagates the latest 
nam ivith iiicoiicei¥aUe ragulavity and aaihtyy 
even in parts of the country which are hardly 
lAiiabitod^ ift under tU&e, direotion oi tlie poat»> 
maetor-ganeral, a sent of miniiler^ not fenmng 
part of the cabinet There are more than eight 
tbousand post-maBtoniy aaeh of whom have an 

account current opened with the department, 
and which ia made up amy three months, Tlka 
mail ia fiirwaided by oontraet, in stages, wUeii 
also convey passengers; their construction and 
aonyanianea wy greatly aeeoiding to the ateite 

of civilization in the different parts of the country. 

The oontcaotors ace paid by drafts on the di&K 
rant poat-maatm, and the anf|ilua of the raoaipts 

is paid into the banks of the United States to 
the credit of the poatrmaatar*gmaral. The post* 
masters are eompensated for their trouble, first, 
by the right of franking their own letters, both 
those they write and tbaia they recmve, as wall 
as a daily newspaper; and further, by a con^ms« 
aion wbiidi Tariaa ftnm 30 to 10 ot 12 par onrt^ 
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upon the gross receipts, and which, howe?er, in 
no case may exceed a certain snm. They can in 
no circumstances contract for, or be interested 
in, the conveyance of the mail. The postage of 
a letter for 400 miles and upwards is 26 cents. 
A newspaper for the same distance costs only 
1 cent and a and a pamphlet 21 cents per 
printed sheet. These rates are reduced as the 
distances diminish* The post-master-general 
after paying all the contracts for the conveyance 
of the mails, and providing idr all the expenses 
of the central departments, pays further into 
die hands of the treasurer of the United States, 
a very considerable sum every year. Of this 
flouroe of revenue, however, I only speak fam 
memory; for the object proposed by govern- 
ment in this department, is not to create a 
receipt, but rather to ensure prompt communis 
cation between all parts of the repubUc. Indeed, 
besides the postHuasters, the privilegie of frank- 
ing is common to the president, the vice-presi- 
dent, the heads of the difietent departments and 
all the members isf Congress. The journalists, 
fiur from being shackled by government, enjoy 
also the right of recei^mng all their newspapoia 
free ; and the senators and representatives make 
so good a use of their privilege that, during tbe 
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sesBioa oi' Congress^ there goes out irom Waa^ 
ington from thirty to forty thoiumid finuikfid 
letters ^very day. 

I have spokra in aaotlier letter of the sale of 
the public lands. They form a source oi congi- 
denUe lewiuei and the adminiatration la coor 
fided to the commiBsary of the land office, who 
reaidae at Waahiugtaa« But the receipts irom 
them are efieeted by particalar reeeivers placed 
ill each district, and who^after paying the various 
drafts of the goTenunentyand dedncting a com- 
mission of 5 per cent, on the sales, which coiu- 
misskm may in no case exceed 2000doUaxs, pay 
in the rest to die banks of the United States, to 
the credit of the treasurer. 

Fines and confiscatioDa axe also a bianch of 
the receipts, in general an inconsiderable one, 
batsometimesyiluoiigh fortuitoos c ir cu ms ta n c e s , 
increased by very large sums. Many crimes, 
are, as I have mentioned, punished by a fine 
which ffoes to the benefit of the United States. 
Confiscation, properly speaking, does not exist, 
Aat is to say, the property of any individnal 
can in no case devolve to the State in conse- 
quence of a criminal condemnation. Bat by an 
ancient odd custom, derived from the common 
law, any manimate object which has caused, 
accidentallv or otherwise, the death of an indi* 
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vMUial, becomes, under the n^tm of deodmfkd, the 

ment for homicide^ (memiref) cme is tikea 
40 speciiy the value of tUe weapon used by die 
<timiiiMl. Wn vahiey bovrever, k ahrayv imh 
fuinal in important cases, for the absurdity of 
ti» 1mm m too palpable, ud it is pTDbekly to tMs 

very absurdity and to the manner m which the 

courti emde it, that ite noiMPqieai siuet be 
a tt ri h u t d l: fa* inetenee^ a eteeiii4i0ftt, whieli 

bad caused the death of an individual who waa 
eugkiimderili wheel, was 'valued at 10 dettaia. 

I only speak, therefore, of deodauds dom me- 

moiy ; bul in all i»kses of oontraband, not only 
the articles introduced ffandukndy, bat erm 

the vessel which brought them, becomes the 
property of the United States. A nmdier of 
cruisers is organised for this purpose; these are 
sehoomss of the finest ODnstractkm and of a 
very superior saihng. They belong to the 
United States but do not make part of the 
navy, they are imder die finaneial d epa t tine nt. 
The captains and crews are deeply interested in 
the sazoies diey make, which, however, imiBt 
be declared valid by the courts of adimralty. 

The dividend xecsived by the United States for 
shares, in the United States Bank, belonging 
to them, — and for those which are subscribed 
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from tune to Ham, in Ae diflSmnt road md 
enrni «Kn»panie8, presents utiother item of 
^pt8; whichy though not very coasiderable 
just now, iMty ^ily, an I ftin going to ^Xflmn, 
be very considerably augmented. 

Many States have alieady adopted this ay»- 
tem. The State of New York, for instance, 
draws an immenae tevcmue Aom itn eanaiy and 
Stateof New Jeieey ttetk %om oyater eitar 
blishmeats which its government has focmed on. 
the aea eoaat They ave homed mit evnry year 
and pioiiuce such large sums as to have allowed 
of die rediiotioa of many ta^es in thai btate, 
and will eventually, perhaps, render it possible 
to repeal tl^m entirely* 

The United States Bank is a joint stock eoi&pa«» 
ny, established under the sanction of the United 
States, to feeeire deposits, disoonat bills of ex*- 
change, lend upon mortgage, or upon deposits 
of commercial value or precious metals, and 
lastly, to give cirenlatioft to a paper cnnreney, 
which being at any time convertible into specie, 
can never &U below par, and which, on the 
contraiy, by the facility it offers fur transmission, 
is often above. The Umted States hold a Tery 
large proportion of shares, and as such, have 
a voice in the nominaticm of the direct(»:s and 
presidents who govern this institation. It trans- 
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acts all the bank business of government; but, 
ag a compenwlion for this priTilege^itia obliged 
to have iuiids ready for it in its difierent 
bnuiches without luaking any chaige* It is i&- 
trusted also with the payment of the interests 
oi the puUic debt, as well as of the portions 
of its eapitai which become ledeemaUe. This 
institution has r^dered the greatest service to 
the commerce and industry of the crantry^ as 

I shall explain to you hereafter. 

The United States often subscribe for a cer- 
tain nmnb^ of shares in flie companies whidi 
are formed in the different States, to make 
roads and canals. It is not that they coold not 
make them at their own expense, but, generally 
spesking, there are many reasons opposed to 
their doing so. In the first place, this power 
could only belong to them m virtue of an artido 
in the constitution which authorizes them to do 
every thing which may conduce to the general 
good ; a sort of vague provision, similar to the 
fourteenth article of the charter, which might 
serve to covei* many usurpations, if the federal 
government should wish to usurp, and if the 
State governments had not always their eyes 
open* It is necessary, therefore, before the 
United States can undertake a public work 
within the limits of the States, or authorize a 



Digitized by Google 



UNIT£D STAT£a. aiS 

joint stock company to do it, that the work be 
aeknowledged to be one of general utility, and 
fliat a iiiajority of the btates, at least, draw a 
direct advant^e from it. Anything^ therefore, 
which tends to improve the harbours, and render 
them capable of receiving numerous ships of wa*', 
or to fsMuUtate the navigation of the great watera, 
suffers no impediment; for it is the province of 
the United States to regulate external commerce. 
Anything which tends to facilitate the military 
defence of the country is iii the like case ; but it 
is very doubtful whether the United States have a 
.ight to establish a toll, or authorize a joint stock 
ximpany to do it Anything they might erect 
would, therefore, be so much sunk money, return- 
ing no interest. The States, ou the contrary, as 
inasieni of the soil, may do within themselves 
whatever they choose, and are exceedinoly jea- 
lous on this point. Indeed a new road may often 
nun the ca|ntal of a neighbouring State, and it is 
quite clear, that the citizens of any State may be 
desirous to direct pubhc works towards an object 
of local utility, and in competition with works 
which their neighbours may be executing, A 
last consideration is that works of public utility, 
which would only be profitable to a single town 
or a single State, would be made at the expense 
of aU the others, which would certainly be 
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unjust. But if so many reasons aie opposed to 
the United States claiming the power to under- 
take works of public utility, whether directly or 

I 

by the medium of joint stock compauies under 
their authorization, nothing hinders them, when 
once the government of a State has authorized 
the formation of one of these companies, from 
subscribing themselves for any number of shares | 
whatever. They have already often done so, 
and with advantage, and I hope they will con- 
tinue. 

The great source, however, of the revenue of 
the United States are the customs: iheyibrm | 
nearly nineteen twentieths of the whole receipt. 
The constitution of the United States has re- X 
served to the federal government the power of 
reguiatmg external trade, and establishing du- 
ties upon importation ; but it has forbidden the 
imposition of any shackle on internal trade, 
and the establishing of any duty upon exporta- 
tion- The tariff of duties also must be the 
same for all the ports and frontiers of the 
Union. In each port, and upon the irontien 
of Canada, collectors are intrusted with this 
administration. They are paid by a commission 
upon the sums they collect, which, however, 
may in no case exceed a specified sum. Be- 
sides collecting the duties, it is their office to 
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register newly built veesek; to give certificates 
of birth^ called protectiong^ to sailors; and to 
take care that the lighthouse and iioating lights 
are kept in proper order. It is from them^ also, 
the captains of the preventive service, the law- 
yers of the United States, and the district mar- 
tials, receive instraetions for everything concern- 
int^ the suppiessiou of contraband trade. The 
funds they collect must be paid into the banks 
of the United States, to the credit of the trea- 
surer. These are posts ofgreatconuderation, are 
much sought after, and, in commercial towns, 
give great influence to those who fill them. 

The duties collected upon many articles are 
very considerable, but they never fall heavy upon 
the merchant; the government always allowing 
a credit of three, six, nine, and twelve months, 
according to the amounts ; so that, in general, 
the merchandize is already sold before the duties 
are paid. l\ uductions imported to be re-exported 
pay nothing, and those manufactured in the 
country to be . exported under a new form, receive 
on their export a premium proportioned to the 
duties which the raw material paid on its intro- 
duction. I have mentioned that exportation is 
entirely free, as well as the transit from one port 
to another, whether by sea or by the interior. 
No town duty or excise, {^octroi ou droits reunis,) 

p2 
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caa be exacted^ but all imposts are accumulated 
upon importation. They were already very heavy, 
when, in 1825, the manufacturing interest suc- 
ceeded in getting them macfa augmented, so that 
in many cases they are new equal to a prohibition. 
Tiie manufacturers profited greatly by this state 
of things, which permitted them to sustain the 
competition of English maauiaciurcb, vvuiiout 
diminishing their price and in inferior quality ; 
but, unfortunately, all the manufacturers are on 
one side of the Potomac, whilst the consumers 
are on the other : this, at least, is the case for 
the greater number of articles. The southern 
States, which produce cmly tobacco, cotton, 
sugar, and maize; and who buy every thing 
with the proceeds of these productions, fbmid, 
therefore, much to complain of, when they 
saw the price of stufis rise, and their quality 
fall off, just at the mom^t when the im- 
mense increase in the production of cotton 
operated in reducing the value of their prin- 
cipal dependence. It was, in ftust, their interest 
to furriibii theiiiselves where they could do it 
cheapest; whether the manufacture was English 
or American was perfectly indifferent to them. 
In vain was it attempted to persuade them that 
the protection granted to the manufactures of 
the. north would souu put them in a situation t6 
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create a maprket much more advantageottB for* 

them than those of Europe : experience has 
flinoe .confirmed the perfectly accurate calcu"* 
lations of those who were opposed to the tariiF ; 
and the southern States now find themselves 
reduced to the .necessity of consuming pro-» 
ductioiis of an inferior quality and at a very 
high price> in order to put the northern manu*- 
facta rers in a situation to make very great 
profits at their expense. This state of thmgs 
18 unjust^ and cranot last long without wholly 
destroying the prosperity of the southern 
States. Accordingly, they opposed it with all 
their might ; but, carried away by their passions^ 
their opposition was conducted in such a manner 
as to do them more injury ihan the tariff itself. 
They began by denying the constitutionality of 
the law which fixed the new tariff, and pretended 
that Congress had no right to lay on imposts to 
protect a particular industry, although it might 
do so to.create, a revenue and supply its wants. 
The State of South Carolina earned irritation 
to the highest point, and, forgetting its usual 
sagacity, talked even of separating itself from 
the Union : vain words* which were eagerly 
seized on in England as an evident proof that 
the Union of the States cannot last; but which 
in itself threatens no danger, for the remedy 
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wmU be a hundred times worn timxk the evil 

which they wUh to obviate. These southern 
States, siiiee the peering of the new taiifl^ hatte 
adopted a line of conduct decidedly hostile to 
the uorthem tStates, aad above ail, to th^ 
manufacturing interests. They tried, for in* 
stauce, to reduce their consumption as much 
as poeeible» using only coarse sta£b nunm- 
factured in their famihes^ and strenuously 
set them against any sort of amelioration in 
their habits, or imitation of the industry of their 
northern bretliiea. It is very clear, however, 
that conduct directly qpporite would have been 
proper for than; and since the tariff established 
unfair advantage in respect to the American 
manufactures^ they should huTO been the llrvt 
to turn it to account by establishing nianu- 
factures in the south; which, if not aUe to 
sustain the competition of the English manu- 
factures without the tariff^ might always at 
any iate> hare been able to compete easily 
with those of the north. Indeed, in the soutli, 
there is nothing to prevent the employment of 
negroes in this labour, which seems even much 
more suitable for the women than that of the 
field; and the price of manual labour would 
have been much less than that obliged to be 
paid in the north. It is true, that formerly a 
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jiegro could be employed m agriculture more 
profitably than in any otber way; but thoae 
times are passed, and the value of the produc- 
tions c£ the toil it reduced to such a degree that 
I think there would now be much advantage in 
withdrawing a part of the labour employed in 
agncoltuie, and devoting it to manufactures^ 

lu this way, production, which is too great at 
present, would be diminished^ and the promts 
secnmd which haye been made upon our raw 
materials, by the English or by the inhabi* 
tants of the narOu But the southern States 
have followed quite a contrary course: they 
have declared war against every thing bearing 
the name of manufiietaie, industry, or tariff ; and 
if they continue, in ever so sniall a degree, the 
tame line of policy, they will in&lUbly see ihem<- 
telres overcome by the people of the north, in 
whose hands all the capital will soon be con- 
eetttrated* 

The inhabitants of the north, moreover, or 
at least the party amoi^ them in favour of 
what they call the American system, abo push 
their admiration of a protective system much 
too &r ; tiiey have been desirous of forcing in* 
dnstry, by hi orb premiums, to produce objects 
whicli nature itself has appeared to reserve for 
othfir climates and other times. 
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if all the nations of the earth were equal in 

industry; if all possessed an amount of capital 
propofticmed to tbeir population, the wealth of 
the difierent nations wonld be found to be in a 
direct ratio to the fertility of the soil and 
the beauty of the climate* But the different 
decrees of civilization to which the Tarious 
nations have attained; the schools of policy, 
above all, of the respective govemmmts; and 
the disparity existing between the amounts of 
capital amassed, have entirely destroyed this 
natural proportion. It is to ihe renewal of this 
proportion, it is to the destiuction of all com- 
mercial and manuftcturing monopoly, that the 
progress of enlightenment tends. But this re- 
sult will not be equally favorable to all nations; 
for those who, by their geographical position, 
are naturally poor, will be obliged to disgorge 
wealth and renounce power, which the ignorance 
of other nations has permitted them to acquire. 
As a general position, the freedom of commerce 
will be then all in &vour of nations naturally 
rich. But, however, in the present moment, and 
as long as an inequality of industry and capital 
exists, a protective system is necessary to the 
more favored nations, in order to force them to 
take the rank which nature has assigned thenL 
Italy, for instance, the richest of all the countries 
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of Europe, now finds herself almost wholly 
without industry, imd tiibutary to all otbm. 
Her oils and be? barillas are sent to Marseilles 
and return in soaps. Her silks and her cottons 
seek manufiEusturers in Switzerland, Lyons, and 
Enofland, and return to Italy, in a raanuHictured 
state, to find consumers. Tlie comuierce of Italy 
is csirned on entirely by foreign vessds. If 
she were free, the first care of a good govern- 
ment would be to replace her in the first rank 
of European industry and commerce ; and to 
that end the only means would be to establish 
a tariff duty of sueh strict severity that the. 

nation should be oblio^ed to oo hnre or establish 
manufactures; that once done, mdustry once, 
established, there would no longer be any- 
danger in repealing the tariff, and establishing 
an unlimited fireedom of commerce* Capital 
would by that time bare learned to flow in the 
new channels opened ibr it, and nothing alter- 
wards would be able to turn it back. Freedom 
of couiiiierce would by then iiave become an 
advantage to Italian industry; at the com- 
mencement/the same freedom would have killed . 
it, or rather have prevented it from being bom. 
England, on the contrary, is naturally one of 
the poorest countries of Europe; but a multi* 
tude of causes which it would be too long to. 
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enter into, but which may be reduced to two 
pcineipal onei^ — the natmal indyfitry of the 
itihaMtants, and the excellence of her soctel in- 
stitutionsy — haveenabJed her to heap up ama&soi 
cepttftluneiampled hitherto in thehiitoryof hhoi. 

But whenever other nations eujuy the same 
adrMitages^ her proeperity must £rU away ; for 
it is not founded upon natnie, bat upon fiu^- 
tiouH bases. In the present state of things^ 
England preaches nnliwitiwi freedom of trade: in 

truth; she has nothing to lose. Lot her diminish 
her duties as much as ahe pleases, £ot a long 
time the mannfiietares of no coantry will be 
able to compete with her; and the mme other 
natiims imitate her example, and bdie?e in the 
doctrine she now preaches, the more they will see 
their pix}gress in industry retarded, and the more 
her monopoly will be strengthened, and her fail 
delayed, lu preaching freedom of commerce, 
England seeks to make dupes. 

But it is not eyery branch of industry whieh 
should be equally protected in each country. 
Eyery land, every chmate has its natural pro* 
ductious; and the naliiial industry of a country 
should be limited to their exportation in their 
highest state of manufacture. This is the sole 
end which a good government should aim 
at by a prohibitive system, and to protect the 
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yoimg plants until it acquires sulEcient strength 
•ad has struck its roots in deeply* If, for ex- 
ample, the English government imposed duties 
ixdj in order to protect industry aad not to 
create a reyenue, which is, in my opinion^ the 
best ut aii systems, all duties upon the importa- 
tion of wines, oiis^ ooioniai produce, in a word, 
on every thing which she cannot now, nor will 
ever be able to produce, ought to be wholly 
aboUahed. This would greatly diminish the 
cost of living, anU render manual labour cheaper. 
On the other hand, heavy duties should be 
imposed upon the importation of any manufac- 
tured, or even raw articles which the country 
oould produce as well as the foreigner. At first 

the protecting duty will create profits sufficiently 
considerable to invite capital into a new chan- 
nel; the success of one manufacture will lead to 
the establishment of many others ; the competition 
thus produced will soon reduce the price below 
those at which foreigners could deliver, and the 
importation duty will become pericctiy nominal. 

From what I have said above, the United 
States being, taken altogether, one of tiie 
richest countries on the earth, I may seem 
to approve the establishment of a strongly pro- 
tective system, like that of the existmg tariff* 
That, however, is very far from being my opi- 
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nion. The people of the United States can be 
much better employed than in shutting them- 
ael?es up between four walls^ to breathe the 
cermpted air of manufactories. The forests in- 
Tite them^ the western rcmds are still open, 
and the tide of civilization has not yet been 
driven back by that of the Pacific ocean. As 
long as any of the country remains uncultivated, 
as long as nobody wants either bread or work, . 
why ont of two occupations, the one ennobling 
man and increasing his strength, the other the 
condescending to play the part of a piece of 
mechanism; why, I ask, clioose the latter? Why 
force capital to take this direction^ except for 
particular kinds of industry, the productions of 
which are extremely heavy or brittle, such as 
iron and glass, for instancci and for which the 
expense of conveyance is almost always a suffi- 
cient protection ? Why seek to establish manu- 
factures? can we not always command those of 
the foreigner with our raw materials? Would it 
be a disadvantage to us if we wore only stuffs 
of English manuiacture, and if the English 
people had eaten no bread that was not made 
from American wheat? We should thus have 
partaken, between us and foreigners, the different 
labours of civilizationj in such a way as to retain 
to ourselves those which are agreeable and suit- 
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able to the dignity of freemen^ leaving to others 
our refuse, and the employmentB which enervate 
and deg^rade man. The American system (as 
that of Mr. Clay and his friends is called,) is 
good in itself, but premature by some centuries. 
It has been the means of bnngmg into the 
market some £ne manufactures^ of which we are 
very proud. In some articles, the American 
Bsanufactures may, even abroad, sustain com^ 
petition with those of the English. But have 
we not bought these advantages by the sacrifice 
6f a mass of comforts which the difierence of 
the prices cannot pay? and by a cuiumencement 
of moral and political degradation, as it regards 
those who have been forced to become inndoor 
labourers, who, but for that, would be free and 
independent husbandmen of a soil cultivated by 
themselves and belonging to them? These truths 
begin to be felt, and it is probable that the 
American system will be but of short duration. 
We shall, perh.tps, be obliged to return to it 
' after all the public lands are sold,but,fortunately, 
that vrill not be for some time. 

The ditierent States have also their revenue 
derived in each of them from a different system 
of taxation. As I have already mentioned, they 
cannot lay on any duty upon exportation, im- 
portation, or transit of merchandise ; bdt they 
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may impose direct taxes, capitations, excise on 
the uumuiacture of JiqueurSy pateat-rights, &c« 
They may also borrow money, employ tlicir 
capitals in public works, which become produc- 
tive for them; and almost all of them avail 
ihemeelvea ci many of these means at once, and 
sometimes of all. 
In every 4:ottnty there are eicpenses to provide 

for, for which the county court imposes taxes 
upon the inhabitants; and m the towns the 
corporation expenses are defrayed in the same 
manner. The expenditure in some of the great 
towns is evjen considerable. The revenue and 
budget of the city of New York, for instance, arc 
much more considerable than those of the State, 
and the taxes upon landed property there are 
very heavy. Philadelphia is similarly situated; 
buty owing to a fortuitous event, its financial 
condition has been rendered very extraordinary; 
and it cannot fail, in a very short time, to be- 
come one of the finest cities in the world: this 
is worth explaining. A Frenchman of the name 
of Girard, who left France in a state of extreme 
poverty, (I believe as a ship-boy, or sailor at 
most,) died there lately, at the age of ninety and 
upwards, leaving a fortune of nearly a hundred 
millicms of francs, (nearly four millions sterling,) 
which he had amassed duruig a long life of 
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iudostry, probity, and privations. He was a 
Teiy fltrong-beaded nan, much esteemod, and 
liv«d in a yery singular manner. He was regular 
ill his habits, without dcnymg Jiisoself the grati- 
fioAlion of any of his tastes, and expended his 
immense inconie in public works and useful en- 
terprises. At his death,heleft,amoDg other iegsr 
oies, ten millions of francs, (about £400,000,) 
for the establishment of a college, ou condition 
that no priest of any religion shoold, under any 
pretext, interfere in its management. But the 
greater part of his fortune, more than sixty 
millions (rf francs, (about £2,400,000,) he left to 
the city of Philadelphia. It is impossible to fore- 
see the start which a legacy Uke this, if well 
administered, may give to this city. The interest 
of this sum being much more thau sufficient to 
ooverall municipal expenses, it is probable that 
all the taxes wiU be abolished ; this will tend to 
augment the population oi tiie city, and give an 
immense advantage to its manufactures. Who 

can calculate what roads, canals, and other 
public works the corporation may be induced 
to undertake? It will be in twenty years' time 
that we shall see the fruits of this immense 
legacy. 

The chief item in the expenses of the United 

Sitates has been the payment of the capital and 
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interest of the debt contracted during tbe last 
war« At tiie time of the Revolution war, the 
United States^ to supply its charges^ and not 

being in a cuudition to make loans, was 
obliged to issue a paper-money similar to the 
French assignats. Hub paper; which was greatly 
depreciated during the war, was bought up at a 
late period at the market price, which was 
thought, but erroneously, to indicate a state of 
bankruptcy ; for as this paper had been issued 
at par, had continued circulating, losing its 
value gradually though insensibly, the last 
holders did not lose more than the hrst, and 
their losses were exactly equal to the pro- 
portion they would have had to pay of any tax 
which might have been levied to buy up this 
paper at par ; this, besides, would have given a 
very unfair advantage to the actual possessors 
of paper over those by whose hands it had 
before circulated. At the commencement of 
the last war, the credit of the United States 
was very low; they succeeded, however, in 
makiiig loaas, und biuce then have repaid the 
whole, within thirty or thirty*tive millions of 
dollars, which will be paid in two or three 
years : the United States will then have an ex- 
cess of revenue of twelve or fifteen millions of 
dollars yearly ,* and disputes have abeady com* 
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menced as to the way ia which it shooki be 
employed. The question is, in fact, much more 
perplexing thau it nmy seem at first sight; for 
if the impoBts were to be reduced so as to bring 
the receipts on a level with the expenditure^ it 
would be the ruin of all the manufactuierb who 
haye emi^oyed their capitals in this direction, 
solely on the faitli of the iiation. I certainly 
wish that the tari^ may be greatly modihed, 
but gradually, and not in such away as to pro- 
duce any disabtrous shock to maaufacturmg 
industry, of which ail classes, in one way or 
another, would feel the effects for a long time 
to come. One party proposes to divide the 
surplus revenue among the States in a given 
proportion ; but there would be serious incon- 
veniences attending this mode. The equilibrium 
between the power of the state governments 
and. that of the federal government, would be 
destroyed in favour of the former; besides, it 
would be impossible to establish a mode of dis- 
tribution which would appear equitable to every 
body. Another party wishes that the federal 
government should employ this money in under- 
taking great works of public utiUty. This 
mode has also very many inconveniences, and 
the independence of the States would greatly 
suffer by it. A medium course will probably 
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be tdopted. Duriiig the firot years, this money 
will be eaipluyed in completing at once the im- 
maiise fortificatton-works on the coaats; which, 
as I have told you in a former letter, have been 
undertaken by the United btutes upon a gi* 
gantic sale. That once done, the gorenmieiit 
will ftubscribe for a certain proportion m all the 
companies mcorporated for pnbUc works by the 
States. In this way the government will see 
every year accumulating a capital of twelve to 
fifteen millions of dollars^ in road and canal 
shares, which will bring it m a heavy interest ; 
and that, in like manner, may be invested in 
shares in new enterprises ; so that, in case of 
war, or any fortuitous event taking place, 
which might require unforeseen expenses; in- 
stead oi' borrowing, the government will only 
have to throw upon the markfitt, and sell at the 
price of the day, a quantity of shares sufficient 
to supply lis wants. 

If the state of peace and prosperity in which 

the Union is at present, should continue only 
ten yeai's longer, it will by that means, be iound 
raised iar above all its eventual wants, and 
may, in the course of time, und^ake public 
woiks, in comparison of which the Pyramids of 
Egypt are but child's play. 
To the eyes of the European, projects of this 
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sort 8eem gigauuc, but in America they are 
iMithuig afttoiu&huig. The government would 
aaiy do what many individuak md many oor* 
potations have done before it; in fact; the ra- 
pidity with which capitak augment in the 
United States, surpasses all belief. The de- 
Bumd for capital is such, and the euterphges, 
QWUMTcial, manofacturing, and agricult«mly 
are so numerous, that whatever iriay be their 
amount^ they are instantly abeorbed. They 
may always command fiom seven to ten per 
cent, iiiterest, and produce much more to tiiose 
who letain their property in them. What 
cramps industry in Europe, is the super- 
abundauce of capital^ whilst in Amoiica the 
pvoimea of industry has no other limit than ita 
scarcity. To obviate this liicunvenience, it 
thecefiofe becomes necessary to adopt a system 
of nniversal eredit, and to allow, as it were, the 
creation of factitious capitals* This means has 
therefore been resorted to* All businesa is 
done on long credit. For example, a merchant 
will oiteu buy, at three months, a cargo whidi 
he knows must be necessarily sold at a leaa^ 
at Cubaj but he will immediately find the 
mftana of borrowing again the value of this 
shipment, by giving it as guarantee. With 
these two sums umted, be will bimg back a 
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shipmeitt of sugar and coffise^ and realise 

immense profits before the period arrives at 
which he muat pay theee two first debtor and 
hig encrasreraents at the Custom House for 
unportation dutieB* All the dealers of the 
great towns sell to the country dealers at 
credits of six mouths or a year. These do the 
same with the jdanten How many planters 
even* have paid for their lands or their negroes 
with their crops or private undertakings ! Every 
thing, in. shorty goes on by speculation; no- 
body lives upon the interest of his money, or on 
his yearly income; all is activity, enterprise, 
speculation, hazard. Very often immense pnrf^ts 
are realized ; at other times^ a false calcuiation 
involves complete ruin ; but, in the meantime, 
as the general capital of the nati<m augments 
immensely every year, which supposes that 
every one is thriving in business, it is v^ dear 
that the gaiiici b la this general lottery must be 
more numerous than the losers. 

A New England carpenter, for instance, who, 
like all the Yankees, has been well educated, 
leaves his little town, where he can have had 
no other prospect before him than that of being 
a carpenter all his life, and goes and settles 
himself in one of the new countries in the w^t, 
on the banks of &ome great river. Behold him 
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at fiiit become a master builder; he midertakes 

to build either private houses or public edifices 
on credit; he himself gets credit from his work- 
men, and Utcs on credit in his lodgings at his 
tailor's, &c. He will be sure to thrive in his 
business; he will then bu;^ a piece of land, 
build mills or ftctories, and so become a miller 
or a manuiacturer. He will accouipaay his hrst 
shipment to New Orleans ; will begin making 
other commercial speculations, buy a steam 
boat| settle in the great city, and^ in conse- 
qisience of a miscalculation, lose every thing; 
but notliing will hinder him from beginning 
again* On the contrary, being known as an 
enterprising man, who has already made a for- 
tune and been unfortunate, he will tbrthwith 
find some person or company, who will confide 
to him eitlier the erection of a house or the di- 
rection of a timber-yard, the management of 
a plantation, or the command of a steam^boat ; 
so that he will recommence his financial career 
from a mote elevated point than he did before. 

But let us suppose that he has uudertakun the 
management of a plantation, — ^there he is over- 
seer; nothing can prevent him at this time from 
ecouoimzing his salary, and making private 
speculations, often at the expense of his mastet. 
At the end ui uue ui two years he will c^uit, well 
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or ill* He will then go into some new country^ 
settle on a email piece of land (at the passage 

of a liver, where he will construct a ferry) a& a 
Tictoailer^ — mechanist, — ^builder in its various 
branches ; he will render himself very popular; 
become the intiiuential man of his district, be 
deeted, first, an of&oer in the militia, then a 
justice oi' peace, then a member of the legis- 
lature^ and perhaps even a member of Congress. 
There his mind, in collision with those of the 
first men in the nation, will be sure tu gam 
something ; continual discussions will enlighten 
it; he will get fiishioned to the manners of 
the world; become a fine speaker if he was 
not so before; and, in shorty after retumisg 
home, in two sessions he will get himself 
received as a lawyer. Frequently ambition 
and public business will make him neglect his 
own; politics change, his party becomes the 
weakest, he is not re-elected, and iiuds himself 
reduced to his mere practice. It is now the 
tune to begin once more. But much more pro- 
bably he now becomes governor of the State, or 
dircctur of tdc banks, and finishes his honour- 
able and laborious career as judge of one of the 
supreme courts. There are few, indeed, among 
the most distinguished of the Ameiicans, who 
have not passed through many of these flue- 
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tvatioDS of fortimej who have not had three or 
four tradesy firequ^tly of those which m Europe 
appear most discordanu You may have known 
a man as a lawyer; you see him again at 

the end of a lew years, at tlie other cud of 
the UnioD^ captain of a ship^ or a planter^ an 
officer, a merchant, and even sometimes a 
preacher ; in some instances lie will have run 
the circle of all these; and although perhaps 
he has not made his fortune, whether owing to 
the fault of his stars or his own, the community, 
meanwhile, is always the better for his labour; 
for the tree which he planted in tiie desert will 
continue to bear its fruit, whether destined to 
assuage his own thirst or that of another* 

To facilitate as much as possible this progres- 
sive movement, so rapid, and often so turbulent 
and irregular, the system of bauk.^ has been in- 
vented, and it is developed to the fullest extent 
of which it is sosceptiUe. Money does not 
circulate in the United States, none is to be seen; 
it is close shut up in barrels and boxes, duly 
labelled and sealed ; and only leaves the cellar 
of one bank to go in carts to repose in those of 
another. The banks issue notes for three or 
four times the value of the specie in their 
cellars ; these notes, in the south, are sometimes 
for very small sums, even for 6^ cents. In 
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some States they are never under a dollar, and 
tbe United States Bank iames only those of 
fi?e dollars and upwards. These haxiks, the 
number of which is infinite, are joint stock 
companies, in shares; the shareholders elect 
directors annually, who appoint a president, 
a treasurer, and other officers of the bank, eadi 
aeeoiding to its constitntion : these officers 
diiect all the business of the company, and re- 
eeiye depoeits, discount bills, lend money upon 
interest, in short, do every sort of business re- 
quiring the advance of capital. These banks are 
bound to take up their notes in ready moiiey,''oa 
presentation. They ail have accounts open 
with the rest Very often, the States are themr 
selves shareholders in one of their banks. 
Amidst the competition of all these institutioaa, 
sometimes helping, sometimes thwarting one 
another, the great Leviathan, the bank of the 
United States, extends its branches and its 
offices for discounts and depoeits, from one end of 
the United States to the other. This is the great 
regulator of the entire maohine whioh prevents 
too violent shocks from taking place. Before 
its institution, many banks might suspend their 
payments in specie, the yalue of their papctt* 
"became variable; the discount of one town upon 
the other was unceasingly changing, and always 
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ao managed as to produce immense loss to the 
goyernmeiit of the United StaAes. Now all tbd 
banks are indebted to that of the United States. 
It takes upon itself the tianamission of fiinds 
from one end of the Union to the other, for a 
discount which in no case exceeds 2 per cent.» 
and which, in general, is at par for private per- 
sons. As I h;Lve already meiitionetl, it transacts 
the govemment business at par; the other banks 
are therefore obliged to reduce their discount, at 
leasts to the rate of that of the United States 
bank^ for otherwise they would get no business* 
All these banks cause an immense amount of 
capital to cu'cuiate with incredible mpidity. 
They give life, animation, encouragiement to 
every thing, said form the distinctive feature in 
the American system of industry. 

On the other hand, the enormous risks to 
which so many concurrent undertakings must 
necessarily give rise, are covered by innumerable 
insurance companies. They are also joint-stock, 
and constituted the same as the banks; there 
are some of them to meet every sort of risk. 

Many manufactures, mines, and improvements 
of every sort, are also carried on by similar so- 
cieties; who often combine the privilege of 
issuing notes with the other powers granted 
them by the legislature. Roads, canals, bridges, 
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mil roads,— tn slwrt, all public works are con- 
structed and carried into effect in the same 
manner. AU thMe societies are corporatioBSy 
having a civil and political existence, and may 
sue and be sued at law like any indhridaal. All 
of them employ la\tyers, engravers, engineers, &c. 
bLC; and become an immeusc sourceof prosperity 
to the small town in which they establish their 
offices. Sometimes, indeed, they do unpiofitabie 
business and fail, but that is very seldom. 

It is common fo? foreignerSiwho have visited the 
United States on business, to complain of the dis- 
honesty they found in trade^ and of the instability 
of the fortunes acquired there. I think that this 
is owing first of all to the bad chcMce they make 
of their correspondents, and secondly, to their 
going to sleep over their business. In fact, in 
the midst of a crowd hke this, where all are run- 
ning towards the same object, it is necessary to 
nm also, and keep firm on your legs, if you wiU 
not be passed in the race or upset. It frequently 
happens that very fertile lands have been dis- 
covered in a locahty; government sells them 
at very high prices; speculators get hold of 
them; a sort of infatuation takes place; the 
population flock there in crowds ; works of public 
utility are commenced ; shops start up <hi all 
sides, the prices of land continue to rise: at 
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hat a bank is wtafaUih^d there, and awry tbiDg 
breaAes pteaperity. Suddenly one or aoove 

successive bad crops or yellow fevers, or the 
ealabtnhiiiciii of other iettlenDMiits ef the aame 

sort, in a still more favorable situation, the 
spirit of change, in short, and the appetite for 
novelty, sabstitnte discouragement for the ori- 
ginal inlatuation. The lands which had risen 
&r above their real value fall below it; the 
population finding that they do not make their 
fortune fast enough, get disgusted, and emigrate 
as fast as they before run thither; all falls, in 
short, into a state of decay as singular and as 
fictitious as the state of prosperity which pre- 
ceded it. These two states of things continue 
alternating until, after many oscillations, the 
new district is better appreciated, and its real 
value fixed in as permanent a manner as any 
thing can be in a country so progressive as the 
United States. Happy then is he, who, knowing 
the genius of the people and their institutions, 
as well as the geography of the country and its 
cliniate and productions, knows when to buy 
and sell at the right time; but woe to the 
European, without local knowledge, who shall 
act according to the advice of friends either 
interested, or really deceiving themselves. He 
is sure, in following the principle of Panurge, 
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to buy dear and sell cheap, to arrive at the 
•ame fotolt and be very soon nndone, unless he 
have the courage, 8pint« and tlexibility whkh 
an American opposes to the blows of ftte, and 

Icnows how , like him, cats, aud parsons, always 
to fall upon his feet. 
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LETTEE TENTH. 
Or Mavhsrs, Fivb AetSi avd Litbeatvu. — 

society ; glance the St, Simanian systeniy that 
of the Amerkam a contraU to it; periodical 
prets, it$ general diffiuion and inferiority ; inde- 
pendent character of all classes in the United 
States; different cirdee ofeodetif; society at 
New Yorkj at Philadelphia^ at Charleston, at 
Richmond, at New Orleans, at Washington; 
equaUtff of condUion i» America, marriageSf mm- 
vsUrferenceoftheparents ; matckmdkin^at Wash- 

ington; changes in the habits of life after marriage; 
Saratoga i courtesies to strangers: freedom of 
Anteriean society from the affectatUm of high 
acquaintance so general in England; general 
rate of expenses of those who live in the best society; 
Fine Arts and Literature, deficiency of encouroye-- 
ment, particularly of the former; elementary sys^ 
terns of education; Architecture flourishes and is 
encouraged; mMsie retarded by the straitness of 
manners; the Corps de Ballet at New Yorh; 
coJisternaiion produced hi the audience ; prudery 
with regard to painting the human figures «ta* 
wAdahle backwardness of the Fine Arts in the 
present state of manners ; description of a public 
holiday ; the A mericans secure happiness in prefer" 
enee topleasure; therightmeSumnotyetattainied. 
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BnmeU; March 1833. 

If in the United States the go?eninient ie 

ebiabiished upou a pniiciple altogether aew 
and unknown, at least in its applieation — that 

of the sovereignty of the people, iii the strictest 
sense of the woid^ — so also society and the rekr 
tions of individoals towaids each other are 
based on a footing not les^ new; namely^ com- 
petition. There is no slit of aiistoerMjr of 
birth: foi tune gires no rights but to the physical 
advantaiEes it mav TMimhase i but talent and 
lacrit see no biMiMla to tbeif raoBOMbla unhi* 
tkuEu £very body in our republican system is 
rigorously dmwi aecotding to his capacity* 

You are about to conclude we are St. Simo- 
ttians I — noy my friend, do not mistake me* Can 
you suppose that a white man and free, am 
going to submit my reason to that of any of my 
equals ? Do you think that I wiU go and ask 
some buffoon to class me, when 1 am sure of 
conquering by myself that station, whatever it 
may be, to which I am entitled in the scale of 
beings ? Do you think that I will go and acknow* 
ledge the Pdre Enfantin; or any other qaaek 

to whom he may delegate his functions ? I, who 
am dependent on nobody^ and free as the air 
Ibmathe? Quite the reeenie: the St SkMsan 
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system and the American system are the two 
estraon^ af the diameter of bumw thouglU. 
The one is based upon «i abiohite subjection, 
a slaveiTjc uiueU stronger than has ever existed, 
siooe it «ileiidfl efen to the mind^ and if we wm 
to believe certain reports, perhaps slanderous, 
ev^ over the most sacred affectioiis; the other, 
on the eoittnay, is foaadod on the |»uiciple of 
tlie most absolute liberty: independence is its 
repulL The one will pcotect me againn all 
^pgers, red or imaginaiy, and fwee me to 
Imi haj^y, in its own way, even against my will; 
the oHker huuches young and hardy, upon 

• the waves of life, to sport as \ |)lease, extricate 
myself £rom diffioulties as I can, and bo happy 
or perish in my own way ; for it is Tery certain 
that without losing my identity I cannot be so in 
that of another. Competition,— that is the aacrat 
of the American system ; every thing is to be w on 
by competition : fortune, power, love, riches, aU 
these objects of desire are attainable; it b for 
the most skilful to go in pui'suit of them. Just 
aa in the old fiadry tales, those enohanted pn»> 
cesoeo are defended by dragons, vultnres, roaring 
lions, but still mtore, by rivals who crowd the 
same path, and who will not be spating of 
a kick to assist you in tumbling dovvii. For- 
tonatelyj however, in our land of pleaiy. 
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the princesses to conquer <ind deliver are sttfll* 
oieatiy amuterous to content all valiant knightSy 
and ewm many of their aquirea; ao that the 
coiiibat is not so desperate as it might be sup- 
poaed. Thare ia loom for ereiy one at the 
banquet of life; and what is more, the table haa 
no upper and, no seat distinguished by a canopy. 

AU men are bom equal in righta and in 
chances of success; for if, on the one hand, 
fortune givea advantages to some; onk the other, 
she withhoMa the spur of neeeasity) and thna 
greatly slackens their energy* All have equal 
chancea of attaining every thing. The rich fool 
will not be less a fool, and cannot, but with 
difficulty, maintain his fortune against the at- 
tem pts of the man of parte impelled by neoetsity. 
The man once engaged lu any career cannot stop 
an instant^ nor relax in hia ezertionsy wiHioni 
being immediately passed by young rivals whose 
very names were unknown the day before. This 
conttnual competition, this perpetnal struggle 
of all agciiust all, maintains society in a state of 
activity which has the happiest results. Whatr 
ever may be the pursuit followed, every one m 
wholly dependent upon public opinion. This 
it is whidi reigna despotieally, and ^claaaea' each 
according to his works, with strict disinterested- 
ness and unerring judgment. Butyin older that 
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pablic opuHon may be duly enlighlaiiedi the 
vtQMMt ^mblidtyiBiieeesBary; tbmfore noHung 

IS neglected in the U iiited States to effect that 
objeet in every poasiUe manner* The press is 

entirely free. The publication of newspapers 
and their circulation, eo iar from being shackled 
by duties, secoriiies, and stamps, or being re- 
stricted by the post, is encouraged as much as 
poMible. Consequently newspapers mnltiply. 
Eray town or village has, at least, one ; and 
every shade of <qpinion, however slight, is sure 
of having its tntefpreten Bvery thing is known, 
every thing is discussed, every thing is ex- 
plained, and the sole means in the United States 
of not being discovered is to have no mystery. 
Guided by a light so sure, the people ibrm their 
judgBoantB, and are never deceived in their 
verdict. 

I am not inclined here to detend the American 
periodical press. There are hardly four or five 
good papers in the crowd ; the rest copy these, 
and shew very little delicacy in the means of 
which they avail themselves to support their 
opinions. But their virulence acts as an 
antidote to itself ; and besides, a perscmality 
never reniauis without an answer, so that the 
deplorable spirit which animates them, produces 
no efieet upon ears aeensiomed to hear the 

Q 3 
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mpmchet pot foiih by oppo«4e put^ Atthe 
time of the eMtested «lootmi iMtwom Adm 

aod Jackgon^ the newspapeirs at the two parties 
•flnmed so yiniient a tone, end poblktaed » 

many calumnies, that it was truly disgusting to 
look into them. Whoever believed tbem^ migfat 
hftveeiMei^ly commMmted ihe4iiteof tbeimlioiiy 
obliged to choose between two such scouadreis 
ae the candidates were respectiTely lepreaented 
to be by journals of the oppobito parlies. Ii is 
pfopertobe jast| howerer ; the great dii^ulty met 
with m the United States^ in the eleetioae^ is 
how to select among many persons oi equal merit. 
The nation advanoes eafanly in prosperity, with-» 
out any of those concussions which give occasion 
to the disj^y of talents of a superior <»der* 
It certainly possesses people of the Arst merit, 
and abundance of them, but it is almost impos- 
sible for them, in the preeoEit state of peace and 

traiu|nillity;, to attain their proper elevation, above 
the rank of merit immediatriy inferior to them* 
The less, therefofe, the diffisrenee is beti^een two 
candidates, the more must it be exaggerated by 
the papers of their respeotiTe parties, who in 

that perform the office of repeating circles. 1 he 
difference is so small that it would pass unper* 
omred if it was net multiplied some ihonsuids 
of times* 
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One of die moii lemarkttble effiooU of ikm 
publicity w the interest which every one ttkes 

in the politics of the day; an interest which 
pKMlucee a eameneBs in conTersaliony in what* 

ever society you may happen to Ml, The 
haokney-ooachmen talking at the comer of the 
stveete with a porter; the lawyer, the plant«r9 
the preacher^ dimng together with a rich tradea- 
tnan^ all apeak ^ the eame thing. The neit 
election, tlie measure now being proposed, whe- 
ther in Ck>ngze0» or in the stata legislattti?^ or the 
last kwemt which attracted the crowds form the 
subject of conversation j it is treated dilierently 
in the didSarait circles^ bnt atill it ie always the 

same subject; aud it is equally well uudei stood 
by all classes, for the newspapers are read by 
everybody. 

It IS easy to see that when there reigns in a 
country snch an mianimity of opinions, such a 
similarity of intellectual tastes and occupations, 
the diiierences among the classes which com* 
pose society are entirely chimericaL I do not 
mean to say that there are not in the United 
-States several circles of society; that cannot be 

otherwise in any polished society; but 1 do 
mean to say, that the limits which divide them 
are so delicate, that they melt into each others 
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•ad that, if there are many circles, there are uei* 
ther castes nor ranks* 

The American is mild, polite, btrt proud, as it 
bdits a freeman to be; he does not pretend to 
any superiority^ Imt he will in no respect submit 
to be treated as an inferior. Every one cuxi- 
siden that be carries on a trade, that he may 
lire; and far fron coveting idlenm, be despises 
it; he thuiks all honeist trades equal in dig- 
nity, altboagfa requiringy as they do^ didfersnt 
degrees of talent, he sees no injustice in their 
being unequally recompensed* The servant oi 
a lawjfar or a phyucian^ for instance, perceives 
no material diflerence between himself and his 
^plcyer, (for the word master is only used by 
people of colour.) One brushes clothes, the 
other pleads causes, or feels pulses, or preaches, 
or j udges, or makes laws, or gorans-^and all for 
lauiiey. There is not so much ditference: each 
tries to do his duty in the best way he can. 
Thus the dmnestic will be very attentive and 
submissive. Whenever his situation no longer 
suits Jiim, he will leave his maate; aad in no 

case will he sutler on his part either insult or 
violence, liet him £eU1 ill, or have a lawsuit, 
and be will give his custom to bis marter, 

pay him like any body else, and consider him- 
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quocLdf as having changed characters with 
him. 

This spirit of independence forms the grand 
diiitinctive character between the Enghsh and 
Ameriean mamim; foroatwaidly and physi- 
cally they are much alike. If, for exaniplei 
yon go into what those who compose it call the 
first society of New York, this cirele is oom* 
posed of tradesmen newly arrived at the summit 
of Fortune^s wheel, wheie it is my doobtfiii if 
they long remain. They take advaatage of 
their fleeting daya of prosperity to show off aa 
much luxtuy and folly as their situation will 
permit them* All who have made a voyage to 
Europe, ixj to ape the exclustTe manners of 
which they have been the victims on the other 
aide of the Atlantic; affect to value everything 
foreign, and condder America as a barbarous 
country, where nothing elegant has ever been 
invented, — not even the galopade and fpg^t 
sleeves. The first European swindler who takes 
the trouble to pass himself off for a duke or a 
marquis ia sure to carry away all their sufirages, 
until it pleases him to join thereto their purses. 
Men of this atamp will pretend not to trouble 
themselves about politics, or at least not to talk 
about them ; for it is a subject so vulgar and so 
ttnfashionaMe..«.in Londcm! Theytry toimi* 
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taU 4he pwlael iraUily of emvenNitum ia thai 
city, and in general^ assiated by tlidr nataial 

resources, they succeed pretty well. 

But apnrt fvom this aoeiety is timt formed by 
the merchants, shipowners, lawyers, physicians, 
andiiMigiBtnUetof thaeity« Thus is tmly Ame- 
riean : they do not amuse themselves by apeing 
European manners; among them, courersa* 
tion is s<did and instructive, and tarns upon bu-* 
siness aud the politics of the day. Society in 
Mew York is perhaps more tinged with Eiuo- 
pean manneTs than in other of the great towns 
in the United States ; and that is very natural^ 
if we consider die immense number of foteigneni 

who reside there. It is the city which has most 
theatres^ (for it has no less than hve,) and it has 
had even an opera and a carps de baUei. There 
is more dissipation and more foolish expenses in 
it than in any other place* The principal street, 
the Broadway, gives a striking impression of 
America to the European on his landing. After 
Regent Street, in London, it is the finest street 
I know. The wide pavements, with their ele- 
gant shops, are, at certain hours of the day, 
crowded with ail the fashion of the place. All 
the pretty women go there to take a tum^ and 
there the fine gentlemen are eager to meet them. 
The ibreigner reading his newspaper, in the 
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I«fge parhnir of the dty botoli mm all the be&u 

monde defile before him. 

Society in Philadelphift i» maeh moie quMi : 
the Quakei-s are a happy people, who gtTe a 
look oi repose to all the city. Here there is no 
noiMi as in New York; the eaniages ave naoh 
fmeVf the streets being so clean there is no 
oooanoii for thenu All the atraete are alikoi 
myae, therefore, serres as a gmeral promenade 
like the Broadway of New York. Chesnut 
fitiMty however^ ia the beat built, and thm the 
feshionable people couie to take their lounge. 
Tiie library oi Meaars* Carey and Lea ia the 
piaoe where yw ntnat take yonr atatioii towarda 
uoon, to see this street in ail its lustre. The 
ioeiety of Phiiadelfrfua ia maeh mora enlighten^* 
ed than that of New YoA ; the profesaors of 
the umveraity give the tone, which comoumi-* 
oataa to it, perhaps^ a alight degree, almost im* 
perceptibly however, of pedantry. The winter 
partiaa axe meetinga of learned and literary 
people, hieluding also citiiena in any way 
tinguished : they are always open to foreigners, 
properly introduoed. Ladiea are never preaent. 
The meetings are held on appointed days at 
the houses of difierent persons in rotation: 
aeienee, Hteratttre, the fine arts, and politiea 
form the subjects of conversation, and in gene- 
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ral much intelligence and urbanity are dis- 
played. They are always terminated by a supper, 
mi are calculated to gifc foreigiien a high idea 
of the intellectual resources of that city. 

Bat tt ie to Charleston that he should go to 
^joy American society in all its luxury. There 
the Tarious circles, composed of jdanters, law- 
yers, and physicians, form the most agreeable 
society I have ever known. The manners of 
the south have a perfect elegance; the mind 
is highly cultivated; and conTersation turns 
upon an infinite variety of subjects with spirit, 
grace, and ftcility. The affectation of friToftity 
or of foreign manners is as completely banished 
as pedantry and religious hypocrisy; every* 
tilling is intdlectual, moral, and rational. 
Charleston is the ordinary residence of many 
of the most distinguished statesmen of the 
Union, who are always willing to explain their 
views to their fellow-citizens. Alas ! why can 
I not recall the delightAil hours I have passed 
in that society, without being reminded of the 
loss of that friend in whose hospitable resi* 
denee I first knew it. He is no more, and 
Charleston has lost, for me, one of its greatest 
attractions. 

The society of Richmond greatly resemMes 
that of Charleston, and is as agreeable. In 
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Virginia, grood society is spread more generally 
over the wiK>ie 0ur&c6 ot thd tS tale thatt it ifl wy- 
wfaere else^ owing to the want of a large oapttal, 
which always serves to attiact it, and giyei die 
tone excliiaively. Virginian hoapitality is pro- 
verbial, and with great justice. 

New Orleans forms a perfect contrast to all 
tbe other cities: here there is no intell ec tua l 
conversation, no instruction ; there are but 
three booksellers in a city of sixty thoosand soolsi 
and yet ev«a f hm waiehonses are composed 
of the refuse of the filthiest productions of 
French literature. Bat if there is no convei^ 
sation, there are eatiug, playing, dancing, and 
making love in abundance* An institution pe- 
cnliarto this dty are the quarteron ball% where 
the free women of colour are alone admitted to 
the honour of dancing with their lords the 
whites ; for the men of colour are most strictly 
ejicciuded firom tbem« It is truly a magical 
spectacle to see some hundreds of women, all 
very pretty and well dressed, and of every 
shade, from that of cream ooffee to the most 
delicate white, assembled in superb saloons, to 
display their mercenary charms. The most re* 
speetable people frequoit these balls, which are 
t^uite public, and where every thing iuvaiiably 
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piMtwiditliegTOalaiidMotiUD. The gamiiig^ 
liomi m flho my hoipctxwi in New Orleem, 

and have riuoed maay of the young people of 
Kentecky, oone to pm tliair eamivftl in thie 

Babyluu oi the west. 

But tbe place ia which Ammcan soekiy ap<- 
peatt to the greateet advantage ia Waihti^^iton, 

during the winter. In summer the city ia 
afanoat deaaited; it ia than inhabited prinei- 
pdly by the members of goverament and those 
ocMiiiiectcd With the government estabhshmeuts. 
But the lliat Monday in Deoember of every 
year, is the day fixed for die assembUng 
of Oongieaa* Aa the time approacheBi the 
aenators and repreacnitativea arrive in crtrnda, 
aooonij)aiiied by theur faiudies, and ibllowed by 
iiioala of aolioitoni and people having bnaiAeaa 
With Congress. The city seems lull mbtan- 
taneonaly. The miniaters and di{^matic body 
give entertainments; llie membeie of CongMO 
give dinners in return ; if the day passes in the 
wUrl of bnemeaay the night ia borne away by 
that of pleasure. The president holds a levee 
once a week ; this is to say^ one cveamg in the 
week he oipena hie home to all thoaewiio deme 
to pay him a visit. Nothing can be mure simple 
Aon the etiquette of the head of the govern* 
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mmL The concourse of visiters is the only 
thmg whieb distinguiidieB these asaembfaiges 

iiOiii tliu^e ot any other iiidividual. 

The coodilioiis of life being perfectly equal 
in America^ parents hsTe noftbing to oppose 
to the choice their daughters may make of a 
bosbsnd. Thus it is a reeeivedmajdm throadb^ 

out tiic Union, that this choice only concerns 
the young Isdiea^ and it is therefore for them 
to be prudent enough not to enter into en* 
gagements unworthy of their hands. But it 
would be oonndered almost as an set of iiidi»- 

cretion on the part of the parents to wish to 
iatiuence their choice. Nothing in the world 
oasi beaohappy as the situation of an Ameriean 
young lady from fifteen to tweuty-hve, parti- 
ouUrly if she is pretty^ as almost all are^ and 
has some fortune. She finds herself the centre 
of general acUiiiration and homage; her life 
puases in holidays and pleasures; she is a 
stranger to contradiction, still more to refusals. 
She has only to ohoose, among a hundred 

she thinks most likely to enaure 
her future happiness; for here every body mar- 
lies, and erery body is happy in maniage. Iliis 
state of 'belle,' as it is called, is too attractive 
to make young ladies consent to quit it too 
soon; aoeoffdingly^ it is not^ in general^ until 
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sfter rejecting many offers^and wlmihey perotm 
iliat tbeir charms are beguuuug to lose somethii^ 
<^ tlieir empire, that thej coodiiide bj chooimg 
a liege lord. It is to asliington, in particular, 
that the fine wcNooen of aU the Stales come to 
shine ; a sort of female congress, in which Ihe 
charms of every part of the Union are repre- 
aented* An ardent deputy firom the south is 
captivated by the modest charms of a beauty 
firom the east; while a damsel from CaixJina 
rejects the overtures irf* a senator fipom the neitli* 
Ail, however, are not rejected, for at the end of 
every session a certain number of marriages ia 
declared ; they serve to strengthen further the 
Union of the States, and multiply the tiesidiich 
uotte all parts of this great whcde in en indMK 
solubjle manner. 
Once married, the young lady endvely changes 

her habits. Farewell gaiety and frivolity. She 
is not less happy, but her happiness ia of a 
serious character; she becomes a mother, is 
employed in her household, becomes quite the 
centre of domestic affectiooa, and enjoys the 
esteem of all who know and surround her. So* 
ciety everywhere in the United States may be 
oonsidered therefore as divided into two ymtf 
distinct classes : that of unmarried persona of 
both sexes whose principal oeeopalion is oo«^ 
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■hip^ and the finding a suitable companion wHh 

whom to make tlie voyage of life; the other of 
pec^^ wibo liaYe already made that choice. 
Ton Me in the eomerof a drawing-room; people 
of the latter class forming groups among them- 
eet^es^ and talking politico or businesB : they 

will Irardly address a word to the young girls 
who iiutter around them, unless it be to joke 
tliem npoo the snccese of some coquetiflli 
firolic; the mothers are iu another corner^ chatting 
together about thw domestie matters, and re-- 
ceiving interested attentions from the admirers 
c£ theur daughters. But for these, and the 
yoong men, a ball-room is a real field of battle. 
They boast among themselves of the number of 
deelarations made, and refusals giTcn, in the 
course of the evening: a thousand litde co- 
quetries are played off to draw a young man 
to declare himself, only to haye the pleasure of 
refusing him afterwards. All these little tricks 
and skirmishes are perfectly innocent, ibr such 
is the generel purity of morals that no incon- 
venience is ever the result of them. 

If Washingkon is the theatre of the winter 
campaign, tliat of the summer opens at Sara- 
toga: this is a mineral spring m the State of 
Kew York, to which all the fashion fan the 
Union resorts, during the months of June, July, 
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and August* The heat of the southern climate, 
flad ttie jntenailluig fevm whick desolate the 
plantations at AieeeMoo, drive atl the pltutam 
towards the north ; they go with their iamilies 
to New Yodky fteni w hmc e they pfoeeed tip 
the northern river, as far as Albany, go and 
pMi a tm dajfa at Sat a tDga, aiterwaids eee die 
^rreat lakes ; from tbenoe, the Ml of UKagara, 
tiie great canai, the CalskiU mountains, and 
peihaps efw paah their eaomsiott as finr as 
Canada. The State of New York is filled, 
dwing the snauiier, with an immense namber of 
▼irtiidsi, trafeHin^ for their health or pleasare. 
At Sacatuga, people hve at large iiins^ horribly 
iU aeeommodated, a email rooms six feet squares 
but the pruicipal parlours are very beautiful, 
and the exterior of their hotels has tniiy a 
mommieBtal air. 'People rise early, go and 
drink, or make believe to drink, of the water of 
the feaataiQ ; retum to breakftst m common x 
the papas and mauimas are ready to die with 
enmin all the day ; the yoang ladies play musiCy 
the young gentlemen make love to them : from 
time to time some excursion is made in the 
neighbourhood: in -tiie efening comes dandng. 
People are very soon tired of this sort of 
lifii^ which nemtheless has its charms far four 
or five days. It is at Saratoga that the kwsia 
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aMet|Wlu>fMurt6dy in thewintflr, witWmlningtoKk, 

md it is at Washington they promise to be found 
agfdn on quitting Saratoga: ilieae pbees of 
mutual resort, and, more than all, the public 
ajod sociable otaimer in which people Uve at the 
witarsy preaont every facility of angmenting the 
circle of acquaintance. In short, an American 
has friends in every town in the Unicm, who, 
wherever he maybe going, ensures bim, as well 
as those whom he may recommend^ a hoi^table 
veoeption. 

In every town the principal citizens, thoi>e 
who are at the head of the place by their in- 
fluence, fortune, or talents, conaider it a dnty to 
do the iioiiours of their town to any stranger 
a little distinguished* As soon as they are 
iDfuiiiied, either by the journals or by public 
leporty of the arrival of siioh a person in 
their town, they go to his hotel, pay him the 
hrst visit, and invite him to dinner. The visiter 
never leaves the table without receiving an an* 
vitation in the same manner from some ot the 
guests, so that in a very shmt time he is enabled 
to make the aequaintanee of all the society of 
the town. If there are balls or public dinners 
be is sure of an invitation ; and if he is a man 
politically infiaential or popular in any way, 
public dmners are given to him by subscription. 
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TlMHie dTilitiai are retarned by the tmvdler, 
at sooa as he gets home^ to aay citizen of 
the town in which he has been so well re- 

ceivcd, who may come to visit the place of his 
lesidence^ io thata raund of mutual good officea 
is kept up, which connecta atill more stron^^y 

the diiierent towns of the Union among them- 

INToreover, the different professions, particu- 
lariy tiie lawyers, are actuated by an e^prt^ de 
cofp$ which they turn to their mutual advra- 
tage* They associate together in the most 
Aiendly maimer, and thna reader their ptactioe 

very agreeable ; for however they may wrangle 
in court, nothing more is thought the matter 
when they get ont, and, in goieral, all the wmt^ 
bers of the same bar hve in the greatest inti* 
macy. The aaaiaes are alwaya a festival time, 
for not only the members of the bar residing in 
the town where they are held, but even the prm- 
cipal cttiieiis of the place, make a point of in^ 
viUng m turn the court, its o&cers, and all the 
bar. 

What I have said of good society must be 
understood of all classes, observing, however, 
that in proportion as you descaid, the people 
are less inibrmed, the manners less elegant and 
refined, and the nmals lees pure. But the sort 
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oi manners is always the same, and even down 
to our slates, every body giveB tea-parties and 
balls. The great difference between the American 
and £uglish and which completely 

characterizes the two societies, is the total ab- 
sence in America of that spirit of social ser- 
vility which, in England, forma so striking 
a contrast with the free institutions that the 
people so justly make their boast* There is 
not a respectable man or woman in England 
who is not constantly qrnawed with desire to ap- 
pear something more than they are. There is 
no meanness that they will not commit to be 
invited into a society a notch higher than tiieir 
own* The merchants and tradesmen do not 
converse about the business, dinner, or ball 
of their neighbour ; but they have never done 
talking of the dinner of each a doke, or the 
rout of such or such a marquis, people whom 
they are never likely to come near, and whom 
they know only by name : everybody has the ge- 
nealogy of the peers by heart, and they trouble 
themselves much more about their alliances than 

those of their own In ends and acquaintances. 
As soon as a stranger is presented, even to the 
family of an eminent merchant, the mistress of 
the house takes cure to tell him over and over 
the names of all the nobility who have done her 
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the hoaour of speaking to her ; and faucies by 
that means to give the stranger a Tsry 
notioo of her social fespeetabilitjr* Thia paltry 
i^i'Viiity^ which to me is in the last degree disf- 
goatiiag^ has no exisftenee in the United States. 

There is not an American who would not blush 
to seek an invitation^ and he has too much pride 
to acknowledge that any society is superior to 
his own in dignity. The commou workman, if 
he is inolinedy is found seated heside the rkh 
man at political dinners; and any decent female 
may attend the subscription ballsy. whatever 
may be bet condition in lift. On the oonteary^ 
even^ distinctions among the different circles are 
maintained by the pride which every one fteb 
in not ree^ving oMigations whieh he cannot 
return : it is upon this ground partly that the 
social equality discernible is founded* 

To eiijoy life m an independent manner in 
America, you must spend four or hve thousand 
dollars a year. Those who spend less do not 
desire to live in a society iu which they would 
find themselTes humiliated by tfaeir want of 
fortune ; and those who could spend much more 
cannot do ^ without separating theHiselvcsirom 
general society altogether. Nobody spends 
more than ten thousand dollars, whatever may 
be his fortune. It is owing to this canse^ that 
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tbe salariee of the inferior clerks, find others in 
the gerermnent^ ar? much higher than those 
of corresponding rauk in France, whilst the 
■alary of a minister is much less. 

In a countiy in which everybody is more or 
less occupied with business; where few persons 
ave in a condition to live upon tJieir incomes, or 
the interest of their capitals ; it cannot be ex- 
pectal that the fine arts and literature should 

have received Llicir lull ticvclopment. It certainly 
i» not owing to the want of genius or taste in 
America^ but of pecuniary encouragement ; and 
as long as the work of the poet or the painter 
is less remunerated than that of the lawyer oi* 
the preacher^ people will speak, and not write. 
Literature, at the present moment, is almost 
dotirely CHral, oratory being that branch of it 
which is the most advanced. The American 
ReTiews, however, sufficiently shew, in the talent 
with which they are written, that it is not ability 
but time, which writers require. A man engaged 
in business may manage i6 snatch a few hours 
to write a scientific or literary article ; but he 
cannot without injury to his proper occupations, 
undertake works upon a laige scale. I am 
aware that we number among us authors dis- 
tinguished in those kinds of litemttare which 
require lightness of style,- and grace and- flrerfi*' 

B 2 
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ness in the colouring ; but these are exceptions 
to the general rule ; these are the insulated fore- 
ninnerB of a generation of literary men yet to 
come. 

Everybody is literary in the United States, 
for everybody has received a good education. 

Instruction is quite free. Westpomt is the only 
college in which education is given at the ex* 
pense of the crovernment of the United States. 
In some States, there are elementary systems of 
education of great extent. The State of New 
York, in particular, possesses those establish- 
ments upon a scale which has no parallel 
in the world. The UniTersities, which alone 
have the power to confer degrees, are incor- 
porated by the State-governments, but they, 
are quite indiipenclent of them, appoint their 
own professors, and follow the doctrine which 
they prefer. Whoever can find pupils is at 
liberty to establish a college, or a boardmg 
school, or any school whatever. The Jesuits 
have two colleges, which are among the best 
in the Union. There are two or three convents 
of nun^ for the education of young ladies. 
Every religious sect establishes seminaries for 
the education of the ministers of their religion. 

Some time ago, two rival sects started up, 
who are disputing on the subject of education: 
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the one wishes to continue the old system, and 
make the dead langaages and their literature 
the basis of all education; the other^ on the 
contrary^ desires to exclude the study of them 
entirely, and confine education to the exact 
sciences and positively useful knowledge. Each 
of these two sects has its journals, its professors, 
and its disciples, and we shall soon be able to 
judge of the results they will produce. It seems 
to me, however, that in a country in which every 
thing tends so strongly to give a positive, and per- 
haps, too serious a direction to the mind, there 
should be sometimes a sacrifice to the graces, 
and that the blendinc; of ancient literature could 
not but add to urbanity of manners, and elevate 
them greatly above their primitive austerity. 

This observation applies still more strongly 
to the Fine Arts. That which deals with inani- 
mate matter, Architecture, is arrived at a high 
degree of pertectiou. The banks, the churches, 
the capitate, the town mansions, the exchanges, 
the courts of justice, Sec, are all built with 
much elegance and solidity, and, what is 
more, they are perfectly appropriate to the 
objects for which they are intended. The 
private houses are in general small, and much 
more slightly built; this is owing to there never 
being more than one iamiiy in the same house; 
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^ tii^ w f^i irtfjr coiur^iuaii(y pfiA, in ibm 

south particularly, time are many remarkable 
for tbeir dega^ce. lUcluuoad and SfivaoiiAji 
may be mntionad as poflseaaiiig ABftny private 
dwellings wluch are truly little palaces. Arclki* 
tooture has flounshad baoaDae it baa bmi mir 
oouraged; the othar arts would do the aanMa* 
with the same encouragement. But bow umk^ 
preahyteriaa austerityy whicb atiU conatitiite 

the foundation of manners, particularly in the 
north, reuouQfie its nasal twang fpr •tha wana 
1^ paaaiiuiate moaic of ovr Bkodam tbeatw? 
41i the young ladies it is tme^ mor^ or l&mp 
IKtnw the pianot and sigh over vomanoea* A 

mubic-master, therefore, gains a livelihood, if 
he aspka to nothing more; hut when cnmigib 
is known fpr dancing, and burlesquing in 
ciiurch singing some cboi<:e airs from Tancredi, 
tbe highest perfection aim^ 4t ie attained; 

namely, singing correctly, and playing in time. 
iU to expression, Qur I'^die^ $ue too abaate la 
think of including that in their singing, so thai; 
the finest pieces assujq^ in their mouths a tone of 
Tirgmityt Some yea^ ^go the walt^ ynm 
entirely proscribed horn society; people only 
danced quadrilles and Scotch reels. The waits 
was consideredt at the thne of its introduction 
as ftdf^ice of unheard^l indecency. Tbe pulpit 
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held ioith agaiiist the abomination of permitting 
ft nmi •mho was iieither your later nor. your liii»- 
bandy to encircle you with his arms^ and slightly 
piens the eoittoiir of your waist* What then 
mm the effect wh^ a eorpt de battet from Paris 
arrived at New York ! I was at the first repre- 
sentation: the appearanoe cf the dancers, in 
short dresses, created an astonishment I know 
not how to describe^ but at the first pirouette, 
when the short petticoats, with lead at the 
extremities^ began to mount and assume an 
horizontal position, it was quite another matter: 
the women screamed aloud, and the greater 
part left the theatre; the men remained, for 
the most part, toaring and sobbing widi ecstacy^ 
the sole idea winch struck them being that of 
the ridicaloQS, They hnd yet to learn the grace 
of thoie volnptaotis steps. And it is in a 
country in which respect for morals and decency 
is carried to snch a point as this, that complaint 
is made at then being no distinguished artists! 
lor Qod's sakOy how can it be otherwise? 

A painter or a statnary can never arrive at 
the perfection of their respective art, but after 
long study of the naked figvre* It is indis- 
pensable that they possess profound feeling of 
the beautiful, that their mind suiler itself to 
be carried away by all the illnmns of love 
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before they can warm, with their glowing hands, 
either the marbie or the canvass. And how is 
diistobedoneuithe United States? Any artist 
uudd lose his reputation if he disclosed, in a 
pictiuei higher than the ankle or the elbow. 
Even the ancient Btatues, depoeited in die mnr 
seumS| are carefully veiled; and as to having a 
liiring modely that would excite such an indig- 
nation tlint the painter would be obliaed to quit 
the country. The arti&ts and actors are married 
people, perfectly reapectabk^ living in the beat 
society and receiving company at home. The 
least irregularity in their moral conduct wonld 
cut them off completely. I knew an actress 
even, who, having committed some slight im- 
pmdencesy was excluded from society, and 
obliged to quit tlie theatre, for neither actors 
nor actresses would perform with her. The 
very dancers mnst be moral: and yet it is 
objected that we have no artists! But all this 
is veiy clear; it is decency, chastity carried to 
excess, which clips the wings of genius, cools the 
passions, and breaks the pencil and the palette. 
The proof that this is the sole obstacle which 
prevents the Arueiicans from rising in the arts 
is that we have excellent portrait pauEiters; 
our engravers are as good as in Europe ; but 
for historical painting, the gemus is wanting, it 
has been froficen in the bud. 
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Great eSbrts aie now making all orer the 
United States to foster the arts. Ereiy town, 
great or small, has a museum of plaster casts 
and daubs^ dignified with the names of the first 
painters. But all this will not do. The senti- 
ment of the arts^ that deep sentunent without 
which genins can do nothing, does not and 
cannot exist in the United States as long as 
manners remain the same. Take Phideas or 
Apelles, drop them into one of our towns, 
in the midst of a public ceremony^ the 4th 
of July, for instance, the anniversary of the 
declaration of independence, one of the most 
courageous and most rational acts that a nation 
has ever performed. First of all they will hear 
the cannon roaring on all sides, the ships will 
have all their flags hoisted, all the militia will 
be under arms, the different societies, the diffe- 
rent professions and trades, will form themselves 
into a body to j(»n the procession formed by the 
magistrates and the militia. It will repair to 
some church, where a very grave man, dressed 
in a black gown, with melancholy air, biUous 
complexion, and lengthened figure, will announce 
to them, in a doleful tone, that although their 
ancestors may have signed that immortal decla- 
ration, they are not the less damned if they have 
continued to swear or to dance on Sundays; and 



Ihftt il ii not nenly hmng free, bat that it 18 

^eceg|^ary also to be Christians aud elected la order 
to besaved. After th«t» aaother perioo, in oona 
other plaee, will deliver va oration which, being 
tlie huiMired tboufiandth and soscte odd, upon 
tbe Mttne tubjaet, will probably mal^e the audi* 
toiy yawn, ultbough ceitaiiily a finer theiiie fur 
eloquence never exieted. Alter the amtion 
eomee the dinner, then the toaets, then the 
speech upon the events of the day, good at first, 
but falhng off in quality in fmportion aa the 
consumption of the wine increases. Finally, 
everybody departa home, more or tipay, 
bttt InUy satisfied with having done dne honour 
to the anniversary of the indepeudenoe* 

Is there in aUthia aokmnity nothing poelical^ 
nothing which speaks to the eye or to the 
seoies I Everybody (except the preacher, who 
weara a black gown) is in plain clothes or in 
militia uniform, unless the lodge of Ireemasomi 
of the royal ark join the procession^ Then 
there will be, it is true. King Solomon, in a 
scarlet rgbe and gilt paper crown ; King Uiraso^ 
in a robe of blue, with crown of silver paper ; 
and the High Priest of the Jews in his robes, 
decked with a dozen fidse Stones upon tbe bmuft^ 
Theve is nothing but this to break his uniform 
mity ; and the procession has rather the air of 
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fcttoimg a ftmeml than of eelebmtmg an Aii- 
niTeffMUPy io importam in the history of civiliza- 
tion. Do you sincerely think that, if our Greek 
arliftts liad iief^r teen po]mlar re^otcinga in any 

other way, they could ever have })r()(luced their 
groat worka ? It was with the soul still foil of 
the games of tba Palestrs^ where they had seen 

the Lacedeinoniau virgins stniggle without su- 

pefflttOQS TOBtmentsi it was, stiU covered with 

Olympic dust, got where every thing had 
iqpokea to their senses and to their imaginations ; 
it was after taking part fai tiie worship of 
Ceres or of Bacchus ; it was, in short, on quit- 
ting the anm of Lais, of Phryne, and Aspaaia; 
and it was hf following their adTice^ and even 
that oi Alci blades, that the marble became 
animated, that the canvass spoke. As long as 
we have different manners, i^ is impossible to 
nvai the productions of the Greeks. 

Bat I am far from saying that the arts, and 
all the enthusiasm belonging to them, arc worth 
I the sacrifice of the modest virtue, which en- 
snies peace to our firesides. I am far from 
advocating corruption of manners, and being 
willing to buy by their sacrifice a few pictures 
and statues which, after all, whatever enthusi- 
asm they may excite in me, will never procure 
me a stock of happiness equal to that which 



. J i^ .d by Google 



TU£ UNIT£D STATES. 



every one in the United States draws from the 
social inteicoime <rf his chaste wife, and the 
circle of a little family of which he is sure of 
b^ng the iather, 1 would only say^ that there 
is a palpable ccntiadictioii between the efforts 
made lu America to encourage the Fine Arts and 
the austerity of the public morals. I would say, 
that in our actual social state, we have not nor 
cannot have artists, I would say, in short, 
that we are not the country of poetry, but of 
reason; that our soil is more propitious to the 
culture of science than of ait; and that we do 
not offer pleasure, but thai we secure happi- 
ness. W liich is better ? I thmk that to render 
all perfect it would be well, perhaps, to inocu- 
late our social system with a liMidjmfe milieu. 
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NOTE ON NEGRO SLAVERY. 



If there needed a proof how little the possession 
of leiitimeiital feelings, or even of the higher attri- 
liate of benerolence, when unaccompanied hj wis- 
dom « £ts a Imiiian being to rule or direct his fellows, 
it nk^t be found in the fact, that one of the greatest 
•arses under which the world at present labours, 
owes its orii;-iii to a iniiu, coiis^jicuous for an almost 
Quixotic philanthropy y in an age when the whole 
world teemed with brutality. The fkr-lamed Las 
Casas, the Apostle of the Indies," the unwearied 
advocate of the cause of the injured lied men, who 
Were sufiering under the persecution of the Pale- 
feces, which threatened their race with extinction ; 
this very Las Casas, when asked by the king of 
Spain who was to d% gold for him if the Indians of 
Hispaniola were freed from their forced labour, 
this very Las Oasas replied, Import black slaves 
from Africa 1" This reply gave rise to the slave 
trade, which stocked America with black men, who 
never came in contact with the wlutes but to the 
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ravtotl injury of both parties, either directly or 
indirectly. 

Lat Casai was an enthniiast; lie had taken ap 
the cause of the Indhms, and his object was to be 

successful. The means of his success were uot too 
scrapolonsly ewninad. In order to save the 
Indians, he probably tried to persuade his con- 
science that the blacks were not in reality men, but 
only a species of unhaired monkies, without any 
souls to saye. Even at the present day^ there are 
many sentimentalists to be found amongst the 
d e acenda a to of the Saxon race, in the United States 
of America, who talk most learnedly on the ini- 
quity of occupying lands for the plou<^h which the 
Red men once wandered over; and, if their prin^ 
dples were carried into practice, would go to the 
leiiL^i h of destroying cities and towns, full of white 
meoy in order to leave room for a forest growth, 
anklst which gsne might be ptodncedy and tkn 
form a fair hunting-ground, in which the unshackled 
Indian warrior might take his prey unmolested. 
The class of persons who thus saatanentahse are 
generally well provided for amidst the civilreed 
oommunity, and carry ou Iheir speculations without 
the winds of heaven viiitiag their Ihces too 
roUf^ldy.*' It were to be wished, that such per- 
sons would indulge their fcmcy for the picturesque 
m the boards of a theatre, rather than in real life. 
It is an unfortunate cnrcumstance, that even good 
objects are more commonly brought about by an 
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appeal to mere impulses rather than to sound reason : 
and thus, whea benevolent men first set about the 
aceottpltthMDt of the abolition ei that noet ne* 
farious traffic, the slave trade/* abundance of 
falsehood was suxed up with the details of truth, 
ill leconiiting the emeltiee practieed. In the (Might 
of their enthusktsm for the hladn, the aholitionieta 
utterly forgot the miserable condition ol the whites; 
and if any terions difficulty had ariien ae to the 
enltiTation of the Antilles, it is alnoel a prol^leM 
whether they would not have consented to the 
ilorciUe export of Irish laboureif , and poisibly hare 
ooMidered it no crime to carry away Moore and 
Arabs fruui the shores of the Mediterranean, in 
Older to pforent the robbery of negroes ftom the 
sboees of the Adantie, just as Padre Las Casaa 
tried to save red mun at the expense ot black men. 

The ighl between the slavers and the anti- slavers 
is fiirionsly raging; and in many cases both partiee 
scciu to have mutually resolved to throw reason 
vttorly overboard, in the fear that she may put an 
end to the strilb. It is made a matter of impvla^-^ 
of feeling — and, with few exceptions, the princi«> 
pies of justice are not so much as alluded tOh Jus* 
tiee is ttnGfaangeahie^ like tniih» and can be the 
only nnerrtng guide. The sktv^lder alleges, 

I holdy by the permission of the Laws to which I 
am enbject, a certain property in human beings;-^ 
to strip me of my property is to plimder me; to 
do this is to break the iaws^ and therefore I will 
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resist it. I may^ perhaps, agree to it, on compen- 
•atioa being giren me; battfais sfaalibeonlybyiBy 
9fnk free will, end at my own yalvetion, or by llie 

valuation ol' a. jury similarly situated with myself." 
Xhe negro^ on the other hand, replies, I ha?e a 
property in my own body, whidi no human laws 
can defeat ; and the law of nature warrants me in 
regaining my freedom, peaceably, if I can, — if not, 
by the destrnetion of the lives of those who hold 
me in bondage* I care not who was the original 
Ihief, or how many liands the article stolen may. 
have patted through, I will seise my own properly 
whererer I may iind it, and treat, as an aocompUee 
in the robbery, whoever may attempt to withhold it." 
Put these words into the mouth of a white, and all 
the world would recognise their justice. What is 
there in a black skin to alter their nature? 

M. Achiile Murat is a strong upholder of 
the continuance of negro skvery; but, though 
he makes some just remarks occasionally upon 
it, he sets out with principles which are a heresy 
against all that is grtat and noUe in human 
nature. He argues that, as slavery existed in the 
beginning of the world, there is no great hardship 
in its continuing to exist. Throwing aside the prin- 
ciples of justice altogether, he goes upon the prin- 
cipleof power alone , and argues, that a white man, by 
reason of his intelligence, possessing powmr over a 
black man, has as much right to use him for his pur^ 
poses, as he has to catch a wild horse and ride him. 
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or to kill a lion and strip him of his skin. Upon this 
pfrineiple the state of society in New Zealaod might 
be defended, where a man catches his neighbour 
and eats him, because he has the power so to do. 
He calls negro slavery '*a contract,'' and says, that 
a master has as much right over his slave as he has 
over his horse, — more; that slavery is a great good, 
because hot countries cannot be cultivated without . 
blacks; and blacks will not work bnt upon com- 
pulsion. Yet, in another place, he says, that 
slavery is expiring in the States of Virginia and 
Maryland, because free labour is cheaper, and that, 
"in time, such will be the case with all present and 
future States, and the Union will be freed from this 
domestic plague/' He goes on to assert, that the 
slaves are happier than European labourers, and 
gives somewhat of an approval to the feudal system 
of Austria. But I must here stop to quote : 

<^The planter, disengaged from all manual la* 
bour, has much more time to cultivate his mind. 
The habit of considering himself as morally respon- 
sible for the welfare of individuals, gives to his 
character a species of severe dignity, which leads 
to virtue, and which, tempered by arts, sciences, 
and literatuie, conduces to make of the planter of 
the Southern States one of the most perfect models 
of the human race. His house is opened to all 
comers with the most generous hospitality,— his 
purse but too oflten with prodigality. The habit of 
being obeyed, gives him a noble pride in treating 
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with his equals, i. e. with all white men, and an 
iadependent view of politics aaci religion, whick 
fam m perlMSt Mtttnat to the reoem and k jp^^ 
. which are but too often met with in the north. As 
regards his siares, he is rather l^ir father tham 
llMir latster, Wauie he » too pow^ol to bt 
cruel." Byron, in the "Corsair," deeeribing liie 
iosQieace of the Turks"^ lo the Greeks^ sajs : 

^And will notstrike^ becanse they may.'' 

But I mutt again quote: 

** Compare the elections in the great towns of 
the south and the north, — what tumults in the one! 
vhat calmnen in the other! In the north, the 
mfbrior classes of society take tamuHnons pos- 
sesaion of the place of election, and drive away, if 
I may so phrase it, by their indecent conduct, all 
instructed and enlightened men. In the south, on 
the contrary: all the inferior classes are bUcks, 
slaves, and mutes; enlightened men conduct the 
elections tranquilly and rationally, and it is per- 
haps to that ;ilone is owing the superiority of talent 
which has been remarked in the Congress of the 
United States in fhyour of the soutii.'' This last 

assertion is contrary to the fact. 

He goes on to say : In ail countiies, and in all 

* IndiTiduals cf the etsm mteii, iboofj^ taik and 
opea towards their u nwi rtiD g slavM, are lessrved and 

treacherous iowaid;^ uuoUier. 
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^gmp a great niajonty of the bunun race are coa- 

demned to subsist by manual labour, and I do not 
doubt that that portion of society would be £wr 
liappier, and far more luefiilf in a atate of ata¥erf 
than otherwise.'* 

The spirit of king-craft is e?identiy still strong 
within the bosom of thb writer. The Toriea woaUi 
do well to import him into England to preach thie 
ducLrme oi Castes, and of passive obedieuce. He 
would doabtlese he a strong opponent of the Eefom 
Bin, and a decided advocate for the patriarchal 
despotism of the Duke of Wellington. Dionysius, 
when he lost his power over men, took to keeping 
school > that he might have hoys to punish; and 
even so M. Acliille Murat, when turned out of the 
''Two Sicilies,*' buys niggers''^ in the slave States 
to keep together the remnants of his severe dig*- 
nity" and noble pride.*' Bnt, thinkuoig it still 
better to command whites than blacks, as soon as 
he heard of the ''three days/' back he came to 
Bnrope to join in the miUej and if occasion offimd, 
to iny claim to any spare crown which might fit his 
head* How exquisite is his plan for the oonduct*> 
ing of elections I All vulgar workman are to ba 
excluded, and the enlightened men are to settle 
the aiiair^ Why^ this is the very isau ideal of a 
rotten borough, which the Tories-<-4he whites <tf 
Engl and, consider to be such a perfect system ^of 
representation* 
With regard to the doctrine of M. Achilla 
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Muraty that power is the only iouroe of rig^t, it 
may bold good with regaid to the control of men 

over the inferior animals, but between man and 
man it is a doctrine truly danmable, and pregnant 
with monstrous evils. Man is a gregarious animal, 

and to prey upon his kind would bring about his 
destruction. Even amongst the inferior animals, 
who are gregarious, this dispositbn can rarely be 
met with; they herd together for mutual protec- 
tion, and, with the exception of the land crabs in 
the West Indies, and some similar examples, they 
abstain from doing' injury to their kind. Were they 
to commence injuring each other, the union would 
be broken up, and they would be exposed to soli- 
tude and all its attendant evils. Let the condition 
of human beings be imagined, — preying on each 
other, to make each other a property*— a slaye! 
Look at the condition of the hostile tribes of Africa I 
Can civilization go on while such eternal mistrust 
endures? Fancy thb taking place amongst the 
whites! M. AchiUe Murat will reply, that no such 
thing is intended, that it is merely meant that the 
whites should exercise power over the blacks, the two 
being distinct races. I reply, they are all men, the 
one race inferior to the other, it is true, bui sLiU men, 
and until he can prove that they are only monkeys, 
they ought to be treated as men, upon the only 
true rule ui human happiness, the principle of "do 
unto your like as you would your like should do 
unto you/' 
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For the sake of effect in stirring ap men's pas- 
sionsy the abolitionists have endeavoured to exalt 

the character of the negro far beyond tlie truth. 
They have aiiected to call him their brother^ thou^ 
the evidence of bastardy is made plain to more 
senses than one. There can be no donbt that at 
present the negro races are far inferior to the 
whites, both physically and mentally. To go no 
HEirther, look at the fact that, in the island of 
Jamaica, the numbers of the negroes are to those 
of the whites and mulattoes neaxly as seven to one. 
They desire to be free; each man of them is phy- 
sically stronger than a wiiite, yet still they are 
retained in subjection. Could any thing but gross 
ignorance bring this to pass? Were the matter 
reversed ; were seven whites held in subjection by 
one black, how long would it endure? Not a day— 
not an hour. If this be not evidence sufficient, 
let us proceed farther. Look at the physical for- 
mation ot the ordinary negro, — his misshapen iimbs 
and deformed feet; but, above all, his deficiency in 
that formation of the head, which, at the same time 
that it constitutes beauty, also confers the power 
of, and the capability for, the exercise of intellect. 
The receding forehead denotes the deficiency of 
brain, and the projected thick lips are unfitted for 
the proper modulation of the voice, which rolls 
over them in imperfect sounds, like liquid pouring 
from a broken-spouted vessel. The very sound of 
a common negro's voice is ridiculous, like the 
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uKperfM chattering' of a pomt. Tfiey are said 

fa be skilful as mechanics, bat this is, at best, 
Igmt a Chinese kind of praise; they can imitate 
tfiat wkkh tliey hare but they possess 

little of the power of invention. Who ever 
heard of a negro patent or improvement? They 
seem to be, in their present state, incapable 
of high mental combinations, and all their aspira- 
tions are of a contemptible kind; fine clothes, 
liq«or, and a daaee, constitute their chief enjof- 
ments, attd their supreme felicity is like that of the 
Italians, "il far niente.'' Since the race has been 
known, there has been no example amongst them 
of a man, in the emphatic sense of l!ie word. 
What has Santo Domingo produced even in the ex- 
citement of revf^tttion ? Even now, all that requires 
dionght, in the republic of Haiti, is produced from 
the brains of whites and mulattoes. The aimals 
of Jamaica bear upon them the history of King 
Cttdjoe and the Maroon* war; and fbarfnl tradi- 
tions of his prowess are occasionally related; yet 
what was the fact ? That he was a poor miserable 
creature, of but little intellect, whose only strength 
was in the weakness of his opponents : he had taken 

* Ibis woid is derived fiom a Spanish word, signiQriag 
''wild," ifv9iieh the Spaniards applied to their fbgitive ne^ 

groes. Tlie narrator of Drake's voyage to plunder the 
Spanish main speaks of the S^mrons, which word is an 
orthoKBrnhicai enoc. 
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po88Mkm of the cockpits or limestone basmSy 

leading one into another, from low levels to higher, 
through narrow entrances worn by the rush of 
wftten in the rainy season ; and his opponents were 
i^id to storm these natural fortresses, dreading 
to be picked ofF, as some ot them were occasionally^ 
though the negro weapons were of the most ordi* 
nary kind, eind, in many cases, loaded with metal 
buttons, for want of bullets, as was proved after 
tile surrender. Fifty American riflemen would 
have destroyed the whole of the Maroons; and 
what the British troops failed to do, was afterwards 
accomplished by the fear alone of some twenty 
Spanish hunters and bloodhounds fVom the island 
of Cuba, which, though landed in Jamaica, were 
never used. This is a remarkable proof of the 
weak intellect of the negroes. They had set at 
defiance, and kept at bay, many hundred armed 
men, yet, upon the mere talk of a score of dogs 
being «et upon them^ they at once surrendered. 
It did not seem to enter into their calculations^ 
that, buttons or bullets would be as effective in the 
body of a dog as in the body of a man : a super* 
etitious terror, similar to that of their obeah^ seemed 
to seize upon them, and their courage fkiled them. 
Since then they have made attempts at plots, but 
invariably without success* lliey haye not firm* 
ness of purpose sufficient to ensure a secrecy 
upon \vhich their freedom depends. There is no 
doubt that they have improved much sihce they 
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firtt came from Africa, and they will gradually 

improve bUli more, as is the case with the free 
iMgioet of the United States; but sttch ii the pre- 
8mi diaracter of the black lohabitantfl^of the 
Antilles^ and be it for good, or be it for evil^ till 
knowledge shall have extended still fiorther amongst 
them, they will continue by their own imbecility the 
slaves of their white masters. It may be urged, 
that amongst the white races^ abundance of exam* 
pies may be found, of miserably defective physical 
formation, and absurd superstition. Tliis is true, 
but they are not the general characteristics of the 
race. Amongst the negroes no remarkable instances 
of genius or wisdom have as yet arisen, that I am 
aware of. 

IjBt us now examine the character of the white 

slaveholders, especially in the West India Islands. 

in tlie first place, the bare fact of one human 
being holding absolute control over anotiier, unless 
in the case of parents towards children, (and that 
with much reservation,) much as it tends to inflict 
mischief on the controUed, serves to inflict still 
more on the controller. M. Achille Murat asserts, 
that it gives a man " noble pride." This, I presunie, 
must be upon the same system which the ancient 
Greeks followed^ when they made their Helots 
indulge in sensual pleasures carried to the length of 
degradation. But the noble pride" of M. Achille 
will be found, on examination, to be merely another 
form of that love of powtr, for selfblf ends, which 
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induced his father to slaughter to many human 
beings, in order to become himself paramount; 

uliich induced his namesake, at the siege of Troy, 
to commit so many yaried atrocities^ wiiich haye 
been handed down to us under the name of heroism. 
In countries without commerce, where food is pro- 
duced in abundance^ and the labourers are slaves, 
there is littie indncement to use them ill, unless 
they betray a rebellious disposition. While the 
authority of the master is unquestioniogly obeyed, 
he has no objection to the physical comfort of his 
slaves, but his constant care is to prevent that 
development of mind in them, which must ulti- 
mately tend to the subversion of his authority. 

Many humane men might doubtless be found 
amongst the Roman slaveholders individually, but, 
as a body, they regarded their slaves only as cattle, 
and they were unmercifully slaughtered whenever 
feeUngs of insecurity were excited. In thu West 
India islands, there is a wide difference made be- 
tween the field negroes and the house negroes. The 
former are articles of trade, the latter of conveni- 
ence, and to make them constantly physically 
wretched would recoil upon their masters, for no 
man likes a sulky domestic to be near him, and the 
general intellect of the negroes is of that class 
which, provided they are well fed and little worked, 
ever induces high animal spirits. But to return* 
For what high moral qualities have the white races 
of the Antilles ever been remariuible ? Certainly 
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noiforcoiinige or judgment; or their defeat bj Che 
nmerable Marooat woM not faaye occurred. Ge^ 
nerosity ? This is the strong hold they would tarn 
take, and they at tunes quote the play of the Waet 
Indka, ae oontaiuiDg a pertonifioatioii of their 
general character. Let us analyze it» 

Mr. BeleoBUTyOr Fiae-hearty it aperwm of etiong 
aahnal pastioiit, and good^^natured when not op* 
posed. Amply provided with pecuniary meansi 
without any trouble on his own part, his deficiency 
af iatdlect has not inflicted on him those phy- 
sical penalties which are the condition of being 
bom poor, and incapable of intellectual exertion. 
Born and fared amongst slam, he has acquired the 
notion that the few are made to possess the world, 
and the m avy to contribute to their com^Drts, with- 
out asking questions, and are bound to coniider as 
a charitable boon all that they are permitted to 
enjoy, be itmuchor be it little. He has no notion 
of wor]i:uig people but as slaves, and acoordnngly 

proceeds to bi u>,h them Liway with his rattan.*' 
Being somewhat astooiilicd to find himself retali- 
ated upon, he gets over the difficulty apparently 
by reflecting that they are whites, and therefore to 
be treated with more consideraUau. Yielding to 
the sway of animal passions, he sees a handsome 
woman, and presents her with jewels, the property 
of another, which had been intrusted to his 
chaige* Here is a piece of downright ds^ionesty. 
It is true that he wished to replace the jewels by 
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Others of greater value ; but what then ? He hap- 

poied to \m Mfficifintly rkb to to do, but that did 

Dot compeniftte for Hm bfeacb of trust. When he 

•sercised the reckless protusioii, whicli is no uuwor- 

tUly eallad gpenmnt lie did Qot ttop to reflect 

to irimt ham vtmxm of eoHipeiiMitioii were* He- wee 

g-ulled in a gross luanner, and he would have been 

equally generous" with the property of aaother, 

whether he hud the power of replacing it or 

not. Would he have done this had lie kiiovvu 

that there was a necessity lor his enduring years of 

{Nunlbl toil in order to replace it? If iiot» he 

might be prodiffalj but assuredly not generous, 

even supposiog the gUt to be worthily bestowed. 

It ie an abnee of terast to call the act of gifing 

away that which costs Botiiin^, •'gCHerosity/' It 

is like the generosity of ciuidreu, whose parents 

give them money at the church doors to pot into 

the plate. No privation, no exertion, it entailed 

on them by the ac^, and they know no value in that 

iriiich they give, any more than if they^had lifted 

a pelible from the earth for a deposit. Bat it 

is a still greater abuse of terms to call those acts 

by the name of generosity which are doeely con* 

necled with eeMsh, and commonly with eenenal, 

Ratification. He who gives up his time, and la- 

booTy for the terrice of aiM>thery prompted only by 

love, or afiection, or respect, is generous ; he knows 

the full value of what he gives away ; but he who 

merely gives money, the acquisition of which has 

b2 
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cost him notlniig, and ihe Ion of wluch in no way 

interferes with his comforts, k not entitled to the 
same credit. Mr. Rothschiid, or Mr. Baring, 
miglit pay twenty-fire gnineaa per qnart for green 
peas out of season, bat it wonld not be generonty. 
If for their own eating, it might be seliish epi- 
curianiam; if for the eating of their company, 
it might be ostentation ; if they were purehased - 
for a poor luvaiidy who could eat nothing else, 
it* would be generosity; but stiU not comparable 
With that of a poor woriunan, who were to bestow 
a week :> labour for the same or a similar purpose. 
It is so common to confound profuse expendi- 
ture, or eren waste, with the noble quality of ge- 
nerosity, that it is necessary to make this matter 
as explicit as possible. The recldess waste of sailors, 
when landing with abundance of piize-money, 
has been much hiuded, but ;i case was once re- 
lated to me of one of the *' gallant British tars,** 
who refused to gi?e sixpence to the hospital before 
leaving his yessel, and when on shore swallowed a 
fifty-pound bank note between two slices of bread 
and butter, by way of astonishing the lookera-on. 
This, surely, was as much ostentation es the act of 
Cleopatra when she melted down the pearls for a 
royal draught. 

The productions of the West-India islands were 
once very valuable articles, and, as marketable 
commodities, there was little competition with 
them. The land was the property of no large num- 
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ber of hidiyidaaUi, for wbom dares were forced to 

work, and the object was to get as much labour as 
poMible out of them in a given time* The wear 
and tear of hnraan bodies was not regarded, be- 
cause, in the phrase of the masters, it was cheaper 
to buy than to breed. This was npon the principle 
of some of the fiist-travelling stages, drawn by 
horses; the anunals are worked so much beyond 
their strength as considerably to shorten their lives; 
bat, as an extra profit can be realized, which is 
more than the extra purchase-money of fresh cattle, 
it is a good mercantile speculation. In former 
times, the consumption of slave-life in the West 
Indies was greater than the replenishment by breed- 
ing, but the Irathc with the coast of Africa kept 
op the number, and donbtleu, with regnid to the 

tield iic^Toes, nuicli cruelty existed, iit overworking 
them, and punishing them for the inability of na- 
ture. Bat tiie same persons who overworiLcd their 
field negroes might, at the same time, treat their 
domestic negroes very kindly, physically speaking. 
Altogether, the white slave-owners carried on a 
profitable business without any labour, by the ex- 
ercise of injustice ; and what they easily got, they 
as easily expended, wherefore the phrase ^'gene- 
rous as a West Indian," grew into a proverb. They 
wasted what cost them nothing. They were iike 
the bucaniers, only that they plundered blacks 
instead of whites ; and the same remark held good 
of bo^, that what is got over the devil's bag^ is 



Digitized by Google 



390 



NOTE ON NEGRO SLAVERY. 



generally expended under his belly." Rolling in 
luxuries; and every kind of abundance^ tbe exercise 
of hofpitalitj coii tem nothuig, bat mi a mtm 
giving away of thftt ifbicli they TalMd Mt, fttrtkit 
which they did value. They suffered any one 
wboM contpaay afibnied them pkMvie to fead at 
their bowd^ heedleio of tiM emelty whereby thair 
luxuries were procured. Moral pnncipiea they had 
nODO : all that was good in theei waa ia^laOi aa 
well at nnieh that wai eTil» afiber deducting tha 
cruelty exercised in the calculation of trade. It 
ia true that ao long as a plantar aaaaged his 
own ettateiy he would exeiciie no cnielty towaida 
his slaves wliicli tended to deteriorate Lis property, 
and so far the arguments of the slavers is good, 
that a nan will no SMxre iU*naa hia nigioaa in the 
West Indies, than a London brewer will ill-use his 
horses ; but the agents, who for the most part ma- 
nage the eatates aft preaent, are inflneneed by 10 
such motive. Their object is Ithe that of a ftmner 
of land, to get as large a product as possiblsi dur- 
ing the time the lease laatSi candeiaof the coadilioii 
the iann maybe leftia at tiie expiration of thetem*. 
Buch agents are for the most part dishonest tten^ 
who let slip no opiportanity of cheating their em^- 
ployers, and the negroes are more liaEMe to be mia* 
used by them than London horses are by hirelings, 
because there is a more direct interest in their so 
doing. It is a common remaiky that if a man diaa 
possessed of property in the West Indies, his rela- 
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tiv«8 hi Bmope fvperiaioo muck difficulty m gatu- 
ing posseiftion of it, as the lax Byatetn of morality 

induces the ieeimg^ that what is taken away by a 
Baropeaii oimar la 00 much fobbed ln>m the itla^ 
The ineieasiiig tiibdiTiaion of property, and the in- 
creased competition of the white population, has a 
constant tendency to diminish that quality which 
was the substitute for generosity ; and the want of 
energy for industrious exertion, necessary to compete 
wi& the rivalry of the Eastern Indies and the Ame* 
itcan oontinent, together with the deterioratiQB of 
the land of long-wrought plantations, gives much 
stimulus to the robber-spirit which would rather ap- 
propriate the goods of a neighbour than practise 
the stoical virtue of self-denial. Those who have 
had the opportunity oi comparing the former cha- 
racter of West Indians with their present one^ will 
agree to the truth of this statement. Hiehr charac- 
ter never was amiable. Like spoiled children, they 
always smiled when pleased, and, now that they 
begin to be curbed, they pout and call names. 
Precisely such has ever been the character of their 
ofibpring. lliose who have been doomed to the 
task of instructing such as were sent to Europe Ibr 
their education, will vouch it. Tlie children, pby- 
sicaily speaking, are rather favourably formed than 
Otherwise ; there is no ihult in their capability^ bat 
the evil may be traced to the mischievous and de- 
basing influence of slavery. 
So much stress has been laid by the advocates 
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for ilamy, on the apparently nndeniable fiict^ that 
it i« the inteteftt of the owners to use the ektvea 

weli ; and even well-intentioned men, like Captain 
Manyat, have labouied so strongly to make oat 
the eaae,--^hat it is necessary to he very explicit in 
setting foilh the fallacy. Be it therefore remem- 
bered, that the owners are in most cases absent 
from their property, which is intrusted to the care 
of interested hireling, who rarely pay much heed to 
human suilerings ; and even in the case of the 
owners, the fiict is well understood, that the slave 
will only work upon compulsion, and therefore the 
owner will not inquire too minutely into the con- 
duct of his oTerseers and drivers. A case was re- 
lated to me but a short time back, by a gentleman 
strongly interested in the continuance of slavery, 
so that na doubt could be thrown on his accuracy* 
An owner paid a visit to his estate in the island of 
Juinai<ja where the negroes were exceedingly ill- * 
used by the overseer. One of the negroes contrived 
to meet the owner as he was riding along the sea- 
shore. He complained of llic cruelty with which 
they were treated, and the owner, shaking his head, 
told him that they were a lazy good-for-nothing 
set of fellows. The man, then, seeing that his case 
was hopeless, in a fit of desperation, threw himself 
into the sea and was drowned. This fact is beyond 
dispute, and could I in fairness quote my authority, 
no one would doubt it. As a mass, the field ne- 
groes are probably not treated with wanton cruelty. 



NOTE ON NEGRO SLAVERY. 



393 



SO long as they will work ; but, notwithstanding, 
there are numerous instances of petty Neros amongst 
the oreneen, laboaring under a monomania, which 
can only be gratified by the spectacle of human 
suffermg, Do not such things occur in England 
alaOy in spite of the laws made to prevent them? 
Do not those who lack the power to inflict cruelty 
on human beings, indulge their propensity on the 
inferior animals I Wherefore else was Mr. Martin's 
Act made? Such coarse«-minded men are pre- 
cisely those who would seek for the situation of 
overseer as a matter of choice, and which nothing 
but stem necessity would induce the man of refined 
feelings to undertake. From time to time, the 
newspapers report instances of barbarous cruelty ^ 
exercised by captains of vessels towards their sea- 
men and apprentices, notwithstanding the existence 
of protecting laws. What would be the conduct of 
such men, if placed in the situation of irresponsible 
power over negroes ? The foot is, talk as we may, 
those who owu slaves, for the purposes of working 
them to a profit, do not regard them as human be- 
ings, but as cattle, and they increase or shorten 
their labour or rations, only with reference to profit, 
and without heeding their individual feelings or 
comfort beyond the necessity of maintaining them 
in health. Amongst the numerous stories told of 
negro drollery, which amongst many short-sighted 
people is held as an evidence of intellect, is the 

m 

foUovin^, which bean upon the point I am acgu> 
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ing. Ail old negro, who had been sold and resold 
igain and again, with the estate ta which he 
belonge d , and had thoa paiaed tke eadeal of ite 

ownership of ludividuuls of niciny nations, was asked, 
by a student of the natural history of man, which 
nation be liked bert. He tepikd^ MeiM, wm 
like um Spaniard berry much ; me like nm French- 
man ^ood berry, not like um Spaniard. Me hke 
EttgUeb bnekra sometime. Me no liko tm Dntcb- 
ntan. But, Massa, worser an all, me no Mke 
um Cotchman ; dam Cotchman no good for um 
ll%ger/' Why 00 V asked the interrogator. 

Golly, mam," was the reply, nm dan Ooteb- 
man him gib poor Nigger him fish wib only one 
yeye." The fact was, that a frugal natfte of the 
North, having made the discovery that Ms estate 
was not so profKable as he could wish, became the 
first inventor of the process of sj^itting herrings in 
twain, and thus making one negro lation do the 
work of two. 

BcRne years bade, I was thrown mnch in com* 
pany with one of those beings who are, in oomason 
parlance, called 'Madies," on account of certain 
fibctttious circumstances, which are, in the present 
state of society, made to constitate high caste, wiiAk 

out reference to mental (|ualifications. She was a 
native of the Antilles, born of English parents, rather 
agreeaMe la her manners when pleased, well dnsssed, 

possessed of a good shape, and what would, by 
many persons, be called a pretty lace. Au reste. 
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die wotld talk coiiTetsttao V play on tba f^iiite^ 

te harp, and the piano, and moreover sing a little. 
In short, she was considered, when in Jamaica, to 
hittgay to the <h»t and moit mpdettiabk gpciety ; in 
pfoof of uliieli, the IxMft of her Ihnrily ira«, that 
she had refused ftuccessively two post captains and 
aft aMniey-fitDeral, Thia lady^ on om oeoaabn, 
aMtad a conspany, of whom I fOTmed a part^ "mifSk 
a narration of her early life in Jamaica, and the 
scaoes of fashiim in which she BKnred* The won- 
dam of her pa's hoosat and \m graalaeaa^ ware aU 

duly described, and, amongst other things, a most 
axtraordiuary lap-dog, with all the vicissitudes of 
Its existence, The poor thmg lost ita anther 
tHian only a week old, so I sent for the overseer 
to find me a healthy black woman to nurse it. She 
at fiiat lefused to anckla Ity bal I tdd her t^e 
shonld be whipped, and then eoaxed her til} she at 
last agreed, and the httle thing tixrove wonderfully 
welly so that the woman at last beoaaneaalbttd of il 
as if it had been bar own child/' In relating thia 
most disgusting story, the lady did not seem to be 
aware of any knpropriety in it, and in smswer to a 
qnastion from me» she replied^ that it was not an 
uncommon circumstance. She evidently consider- 
ed that a lap-dog was quite as important a being 
m the scale of creation as e negiasa^ and thia withont 
any apparent conscioasness that her act had de* 
based a iellow-oreature. Her general charactet 
was lather hnmane than otherwise, and tkm fega« 
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larly attended divine worship. The fact is, the 
whites are accustomed to consider the blacks as 
inferior animals, and only treat them otherwise 
when the men seek the negro women as instm- 
ments of sensual indulgence. But the most extra* 
ordinary scenes of all are presented in the houses, 
where the mulatto girls are accustomed to assemble 
at evening parties. Perhaps they are accompanied 
by some of their own class, bat the moment one 
white man enters, every male mulatto TanisbeSy 
leavini^ their pale-skinned masters to be ** cocks of 
the (brown) walk.'' Hie climate of the West India 
islands is certainly not adapted for the exercise of 
the sterner virtues. 

Of late years, the slaves, as a body, have begun to 
entertain notions of acquiring their freedom, not as 
of old, by the operation of insurrection, bat by the 
quieter process of law. It is possible that the nume^ 
rous missionaries who frequented the islands have 
done much to foster this disposition, not to incite 
to violence, but to keep up a species of agitation. 
Missionaries are men, and no doubt like to thrive in 
their vocation. A black congregation, though not 
so good as a white one, is better than no congre- 
gation at all, and a congregation of negroes is bet- 
ter than one of New Holland or New Zealand sa- 
vages, as offering less risk and more profit. Con- 
siderable gleanings are to be made from negro 
ignorance, on which the oheah for a long time ope- 
rated so successfully, and the masters are apt to 
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think that all that goes into the pockets of the 
nitficmarieft it io much abitracted from their awn. 

They complain tliat liic im.ss)iuuaries are ^Lirriag up 
a lawiesft disposition amongst their slaves^ but by 
their own acts they show that they themseWes are as 
barbarous and lawless as the most ferocious savages: 
witness their attacks on the chapels and dwellings 
of the missionaries. Whatever may be the mo- 
tives of the missionaries, whether reli^ous zeal or 
the love of iucre, which their enc uiir s allege against 
them, it cannot be denied that they hare done much 
towards humanizing the negroes, and spreading 
inteiijgencc amongst them, and the negroes are in 
return attached to them, believing, as they do, 
that it IS throu^ them that they will ultimately 
regain their freedom. The white Creoles well know 
that when the negroes become somewhat m<Mre in- 
teliigent, they will no longer be able to retain 
them in slavery, and, for the purpose of impeding 
their instruction, they have declared an illegal 
war against the missionaries, whose hatred they 
havf doubtless excited, and whose energies will in 
consequence be unceasingly exerted to work their 
downfal. A gamekeeper belonging to the Mar- 
cjuess of Stafiuid took away the gun of a burgess 
of Newcastle, who was sporting on the forbidden 
grounds, and accompanied the act by words of in- 
suit. The pride of the burgess was hurt, and he 
vowed, in bitterness of spirit, that he would be re- 
mged. The slumbering energies of a powerful 
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tiMMigh humble tue were aroused, and that act of 
ubitnry power wms IIm mmm of wieneluBg torn 
the pffmid aobicmui the dictetotilitp of a bomi|«it 
which had long been an heir-loom in his family. 
£veB tlms, aonie itera spirit maj be woandedy 
aaMWget these of llie nMioiitrtes expoied to tl^ 

suits of the infuriate white Creoles, m ho, Ininiino; tor 
revenge, may incite the slaves to rise and strike with 
the ewofd of Lofd end of Gideni.'' Bkek era 
can fight : they have given evidence of it in many 
places. It was an army principally coa^posed of 
btoeke which left the thoree of Chili to eecomplidi 
the l i b ef e tioii of Peni« The negroes of the irieade 
have physical force enough, whenever they may 
possess amtal skill to diiect it. If erery voder 
while leederSy end ssore especielly rdhgioes lesderSy 
they rise into insurrection with arms in their hands, 
the ejMiode will not be as that of King Cadjoe. 
A geneiai auMaoro of the whites will meke of the 

Antilles a species of black federal republic, leaving 
to the nations of Europe to consider, whether the 
most profitable eoarse woald aotbe, to leave them 
to theanehres, rather than again take poasesswa of 
colonial nuisances by force of arms* 

One of the aifiniieiite osed hy the aphold«a of 
slavery, is that these slates aie for the most partm 
a better physical eondition than the free labourers 
of EnglaBd. That ione of the negioei may be 
physically better oiT than sone of the £i^;lish 
labourers, 1 do not donbt ; but that mass for mass 
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they m better off, I do ▼eiy much doubt. But 

even if it were as they state, stili the condition of 
tho froe kbourer ia prefombkii bacftto be bat tbo 
bope of amelioratkniy wbiob tbo ihiYe bat not. 
Whenever the supply of food for English iaboureif 
abaU bt in advance of tba popolotioiii Ibdr condn 
tioii mmj become one of great happinowk At rtftidt 
the slave, whether he be fed well or ill, so long us lie 
rtwains a slave, it will be the interest of his master 
to ]i0tp bun in ignoftttce, tnd bis condition wUl bt 
hopeless. The negro notions of what freedom is, are 
in many caset at absurd as tboseof some of the whites* 
Many of tbe negroit btUeve tbat it wiU constsl in 
Itring withoot work, while tbey wiU oontiniie to bold 
their provision grounds, and to receive their rations 
of btrriagt and otber matters. It bat not entered 
into tbeir lefiection, tbat wttbont work there will 
be no existing. They imagine that their food will 
be ioiittd for tbrnn at a matter of coarte, and tbat 
if tbey think fit to work, they will be paid money 
in addition. This want of rejection is the natural 
letnlt of tbe eondition in wimk tbey are Icept* 

How theqnestion of ** slavery or bo startryf ' is 
to be settled, it is difficult to proaounce. Ihe 
idaver sayt» You shaii not take away my property V* 
He moderate men say, Let the negroet be edii* 

cated, and when they are so far instructed that 
they will do no mischief^ let them be set freel** 
Tbat will answer my purpose T mutters tbe tlarer 
to himself, leave me to instruct them, and I will 
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take care to retain the fee simple of their bodies ti 
lo^g as 1 wish.'' They must be set free at once, 
at all baxaidfl/' eiclainis a tUnl party. My 
property!'' again shovta the flaver; touch my 
property, touch my life. Compensation! oh, con- 
script fathers of the British Senate 1" Who shall 
decide upon the question of value?'' exclaims a 
calculator close at hand. A jury of ourselves," 
r^[»iies the slaver, and then we can have our own 
price." In tike mean tune, the poor Uack stands 
by awaiting the result of tlic debate, — anxiously 
wishing to know, if that his body appertain to him- 
self or to his master. He wants nothing but intel- 
ligence^ to enable him to cut the gordian knot 
which so many find it difficult to untie. That 
the Creoles will quietly submit to any enactment of 
the mother country, regarding their property, which 
they do not approve, is a hopeless expectation. 
Though possessing but little judgment, they have 
abundance, of irritability, as witness the treatment 
of Mr. Jeremie in the Mauritius. Shuuld the legis- 
lature set the negroes free, against their will, their 
great rage of heart'* will, perhaps, induce them 
to commit some bdibaiities upon the new freemen, 
as they have done upon the missionaries, and then, 
perchance, all will break forth in broil and general 
massacre. They have vapoured much about rebel- 
ling agamst England, and uniting themselves to 
America. For my part, I wish Brother Jonathan 
no such misfortunoi and repute him far too wise to 
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•addle himielf with tach annoymnces, for the gratifi^ 
cfttion of an ambition which wonld cost more than 

it is worth. Probcibly the only effectual way to 
iicure both slayet and masters from the effects of 
their mntual hatred, would be to take possession of 

the islands, with sufficient troops to keep down both 
parties, and then endeavour to make a bargain with 
the n^proes to purchase their freedom and the 
islands together, making the payments by instal- 
ments of their aunual produce. But this plan 
would involye much expense. That the whites and 
blacks, when both are alike free, should remain 
together on peaceable terms on so small a spot of 
earthy is most improbable^ and whenever war com- 
menced between them in earnest, it would be to the 
utter destruction of the whites. It would be well 
to impress this fact upon the latter, as an inducement 
not to be too anreasonable in their demands upon a 
good-natured people, who have to pay the heavy 
penalty of the series of misrule, under which they 
hare so long groaned. Opening the market to com- 
petition would, probably, be the most ready method 
of bringing them to their senses. The prospect is 
by no means cheering, and the chances are, that a 
general massacre of the whites will be the ultimate re- 
sult. Were England possessed of a wise, just, vigorous, 
and above all, a responsible government; this hor- 
rible alternative might be avoided; but it is to be 
feared, that the imbecility, dibhonesty, and want of 
responsibility, which have, by long practice, tended 
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to keep up in tbe people a dispo^Uon to mift- 
tni0t $11 ^tmammkUf will weak their usual nut-* 
<dutviwM eflfeets, and prefrmt those found and just 
vaeaftures from being taken, which intellect, honesty, 
•iidco«x«geiWoald€OBceifeMidex«etite. A people 
long aecnttomod to be plundferad, aoqnifet a hMt 
of begrudging even necessary expenses. He who 
hat been a apendthnlt in hv youth, not unoon- 
monly becomee a lordid mker in hb old age. 
But meanwhile, we must console ourselves with the 
■ Spanish proverb, Algiin dia sera Domingo." Son* 
day will CQBse at last! 

Junius Redivivus. 

Aolt.^-Tbs wiit«r of the £M^saiag«iiij on N^gio aiisiy, 
li not the tnoalstor of ths wnrk. 

PirnusaftE. 



THE END. 



J. otid C. Adiardt Printerf* 
Bartiiolooiew dofe. 
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